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Abstract

Disobedience toward divine authority constitutes one of the fundamental concepts in myths and literary texts, playing a decisive role in
the formation of human identity, self-awareness, and destiny. Beyond a merely moral or theological act, this concept possesses profound
anthropological dimensions that reflect the relationship between human beings and transcendence, free will, and individual responsibility.
The myth of Prometheus in ancient Greece and Johann Wolfgang von Goethe’s Faust, each situated within distinct intellectual and
historical contexts, represent significant portrayals of resistance against divine authority. Despite numerous studies addressing these two
texts individually, comparative analyses focusing specifically on the anthropological consequences of disobedience have received limited
scholarly attention; therefore, the present study aims to fill this scientific gap and provide an interdisciplinary interpretation. The central
research question examines how disobedience toward divine authority is represented in the myth of Prometheus and Goethe’s Faust, and
what anthropological outcomes emerge from this disobedience in each work. Employing a descriptive—analytical method and a
comparative approach grounded in textual and conceptual analysis, the study investigates the structure of divine authority, types of
disobedience, and their consequences. The findings indicate that disobedience in the Prometheus myth primarily possesses a mythological
character, culminating in the emergence of a self-aware and responsible human being, although this process is accompanied by suffering
and punishment. In contrast, Faust’s disobedience reflects the crisis of modern humanity and an unlimited thirst for knowledge, resulting
in consequences such as alienation, existential suffering, and an ongoing search for meaning. Nevertheless, in both works, disobedience
is interpreted not merely as a negative act but as a formative force in the development of the historical and self-conscious human subject.
The study demonstrates that disobedience toward divine authority, despite contextual differences, constitutes one of the fundamental
components of human existence within mythological and literary traditions.
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Extended Abstract

Disobedience toward divine authority has long occupied a central position within mythological, philosophical,
and literary traditions, functioning not merely as a moral deviation but as a constitutive moment in the
emergence of human selfhood, responsibility, and historical consciousness. The present study approaches this
theme through a comparative literary—anthropological analysis of the myth of Prometheus and Johann
Wolfgang von Goethe’s Faust, examining how acts of defiance against transcendent power become
mechanisms through which humanity negotiates freedom, knowledge, and existential meaning. Divine
authority, across religious and philosophical systems, represents a transcendent structure regulating cosmic
order and human conduct, and disobedience therefore signifies the crossing of ontological boundaries rather
than simple rebellion. Literary anthropology interprets such transgression as an essential process through
which human beings move from passive existence toward reflective agency. Previous scholarship has
examined Prometheus primarily within mythological frameworks emphasizing cultural origins, while Faust
has been widely interpreted as an emblem of modern intellectual crisis; however, systematic comparison
focused on anthropological consequences remains limited. The study thus situates disobedience as a dynamic
interaction between transcendence and autonomy, arguing that both narratives depict humanity’s struggle to
redefine its relationship with ultimate authority. The philosophical and literary significance of Faust has been
extensively discussed in modern scholarship, where Goethe’s dramatic work is understood as portraying the
restless modern subject driven by an insatiable desire for knowledge and experience (1). Building upon this
foundation, the research asks how disobedience is represented structurally and symbolically in each text and
how these representations illuminate the transformation of human identity from mythic consciousness to
modern self-awareness.

The methodological framework of the research is descriptive—analytical and comparative, relying on close
textual reading and conceptual interpretation rather than empirical analysis. The study first reconstructs the
structure of divine authority within each narrative world, then classifies the forms of disobedience enacted by
Prometheus and Faust, and finally evaluates their anthropological outcomes. Intellectual history provides an
essential interpretive context, particularly through philosophical reflections on modernity and myth. Scholars
such as Blumenberg interpret the modern subject as emerging through confrontation with inherited
metaphysical limits, emphasizing how myth and modern philosophy articulate humanity’s struggle to
legitimize its autonomy (2, 3). Likewise, Ricoeur’s hermeneutic analysis frames symbolic narratives as
mediators between existential experience and meaning, enabling literary texts to function as interpretive
laboratories for understanding human responsibility (4, 5). Within this framework, disobedience is not treated
as an ethical anomaly but as a transformative act revealing the evolution of human self-interpretation.
Nietzsche’s philosophical reflections further deepen the analytical lens by interpreting rebellion against divine
or moral authority as an expression of existential striving and the will to overcome limitation (6-10). The
research therefore integrates mythological, existential, and hermeneutic perspectives to construct a coherent
comparative model capable of linking ancient myth with modern literary consciousness.

Within the myth of Prometheus, disobedience appears in its most archetypal form, embedded in a cosmos
governed by hierarchical divine power. Greek mythology portrays the gods not only as transcendent beings
but as forces actively shaping human destiny, and Zeus represents an absolute authority safeguarding cosmic
order. Prometheus occupies an intermediary position between divine and human realms, enabling him to
perceive humanity’s vulnerability and potential simultaneously. His theft of fire constitutes an act of conscious
transgression, motivated not by personal ambition but by ethical responsibility toward humankind.
Mythological theorists such as Eliade interpret such acts as foundational moments in cultural genesis, where
myth narrates humanity’s transition from primordial dependence to conscious participation in history (11, 12).
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Cassirer similarly understands myth as a symbolic system through which human consciousness gradually
constructs meaning and culture (13, 14). From a psychological perspective, Jung’s theory of archetypes
illuminates Prometheus as a recurring symbolic figure representing the heroic mediator who brings knowledge
and transformation to humanity (15-17). The anthropological consequence of Promethean disobedience lies
therefore in the birth of self-aware humanity: fire symbolizes not merely technological advancement but
consciousness itself. Punishment becomes inseparable from enlightenment, suggesting that suffering
constitutes the price of autonomy. Through Prometheus, myth articulates a paradox: human progress originates
precisely in the violation of imposed limits.

In contrast, Goethe’s Faust reconfigures disobedience within the existential horizon of modernity, where
divine authority no longer appears as an unchallengeable cosmic law but as a dialogical and interpretive
presence. Faust embodies the modern intellectual who has mastered institutional knowledge yet experiences
profound existential dissatisfaction. His rebellion emerges from epistemological exhaustion rather than
altruistic sacrifice, reflecting the crisis of meaning characteristic of modern consciousness. Existential
philosophy clarifies this condition: Heidegger’s analysis of human existence emphasizes the individual’s
confrontation with finitude and authenticity (18), while Sartre’s existentialism portrays freedom as an
unavoidable burden demanding self-creation through choice (19, 20). Faust’s pact with Mephistopheles
symbolizes the decision to abandon passive knowledge in favor of lived experience, even at the risk of moral
and spiritual destruction. Unlike Prometheus, whose act benefits humanity collectively, Faust’s disobedience
is radically individual, motivated by an insatiable desire to experience totality. Anthropologically, this
transformation signals the emergence of the modern subject as a being defined not by divine order but by
perpetual becoming. Alienation, existential suffering, and relentless searching become defining conditions of
modern humanity, yet these experiences simultaneously open the possibility of self-transformation.

A comparative analysis of the two narratives reveals both profound differences and structural convergences.
Prometheus acts within a mythic universe governed by immutable divine hierarchy, whereas Faust operates
within a modern framework characterized by interpretive ambiguity and existential freedom. The motivation
behind disobedience shifts from collective ethical responsibility to individual self-realization, reflecting
historical transformation from mythic culture to modern subjectivity. Nevertheless, both figures accept
responsibility for their choices and willingly endure suffering as the consequence of autonomy. Nietzschean
philosophy illuminates this convergence by interpreting both characters as manifestations of the will to
transcend limitation, where suffering functions as a necessary stage in human self-overcoming (8, 10). In
Prometheus, divine punishment reinforces cosmic boundaries while paradoxically enabling human
civilization; in Faust, suffering becomes pedagogical and transformative rather than purely punitive. The two
narratives thus represent complementary anthropological models: Prometheus inaugurates humanity’s
historical consciousness, whereas Faust dramatizes humanity’s modern existential crisis. Together they
demonstrate that disobedience operates as a generative force through which humanity continuously
reconstructs identity, meaning, and moral responsibility across changing intellectual epochs.

The anthropological implications emerging from this comparative study indicate that disobedience toward
divine authority constitutes a fundamental condition of human existence rather than an exceptional deviation.
Both Prometheus and Faust illustrate that human beings become fully human only through confronting limits,
assuming responsibility, and accepting the consequences of freedom. Disobedience initiates the transition from
dependence to self-awareness, from obedience to ethical agency, and from inherited meaning to existential
creation. Myth and modern literature therefore converge in presenting humanity as a being defined by choice,
risk, and transformation. The comparative reading demonstrates that the evolution from mythic rebellion to
modern existential striving reflects broader shifts in humanity’s understanding of transcendence, knowledge,
and selfhood. Ultimately, the study suggests that human identity is forged not through conformity but through
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courageous engagement with uncertainty, suffering, and responsibility, revealing disobedience as an enduring
anthropological principle shaping the historical development of human consciousness.
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