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Abstract

Educational justice in Nahj al-Balaghah is profoundly interconnected with knowledge and rationality. Justice cannot be sustained without
insight and reason, as, in their absence, it may lead to deviation, discrimination, or dogmatism. Imam Ali (peace be upon him) regards
reason as the illuminating force of justice and knowledge as a prerequisite for discerning truth from falsehood. This perspective
underscores for educational policymakers and administrators that educational justice cannot be realized without systematic planning aimed
at fostering critical thinking, the cultivation of wisdom, epistemic participation, and educational dialogue. Within the intellectual
framework of Imam Ali (peace be upon him), educational justice possesses a simultaneously individual, social, ethical, epistemological,
and structural nature. This multidimensional perspective can serve as a point of departure for designing Islamic educational models within
Iran’s education system—models that are consistent with religious anthropology while remaining applicable to educational and managerial
planning. Such an approach seeks justice not merely at the level of resource distribution, but at the deeper level of “cultivating a just
human being.” This perspective reiterates the ultimate mission of Islamic education: to cultivate wise, morally pure, knowledgeable,
responsible, and justice-oriented individuals capable of establishing a sound and divinely oriented society.
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Extended Abstract

Educational justice constitutes one of the central concerns of Islamic educational thought and is closely
connected with the epistemological foundations through which human beings understand truth, goodness,
responsibility, and social order. Within the Islamic intellectual tradition, education is not merely the
transmission of information or the acquisition of technical competencies; rather, it is a comprehensive process
through which the latent capacities of human beings are gradually actualized in accordance with their innate
disposition, rational faculties, moral responsibilities, and spiritual orientation. From this perspective,
educational justice cannot be reduced to equal distribution of material resources, because the ultimate concern
of education is the cultivation of human beings capable of recognizing truth, exercising rational judgment,
developing moral virtues, and participating responsibly in social life. Islamic education therefore links
knowledge, ethical formation, spiritual growth, and social responsibility within a unified framework in which
justice becomes both an educational objective and a governing principle of educational relationships and
institutions. The educational tradition derived from Imam Ali’s teachings provides a particularly significant
framework for examining this relationship, because Nahj al-Balaghah presents education as a
multidimensional process involving reason, faith, self-knowledge, moral discipline, social interaction, and
responsibility toward others. In this framework, education seeks to guide the individual toward divine
proximity while simultaneously preparing the person to establish just relationships within society. Educational
justice is consequently associated with both the development of individual virtues and the establishment of fair
educational structures that respect human dignity, differences in capacities, and legitimate rights. This
understanding is consistent with contemporary discussions of educational justice in Islamic educational
research, which emphasize the inseparability of equitable opportunities, moral development, epistemic
formation, and the cultivation of justice-oriented individuals (5, 37, 40, 43).

The epistemological foundations of education are particularly important because every educational system
necessarily presupposes particular answers to questions concerning the nature, possibility, sources, limits, and
validity of knowledge. In Islamic epistemology, knowledge is generally understood as awareness and
apprehension of reality, while the process of education is deeply influenced by the ways through which human
beings gain access to truth. Accordingly, educational planning cannot be separated from assumptions regarding
reason, sensory experience, revelation, intuition, innate disposition, and the relationship among these sources
of knowledge. Islamic thinkers have traditionally rejected the reduction of knowledge to a single epistemic
source and have instead adopted a pluralistic but hierarchical understanding of cognition. Within this
framework, sensory perception provides access to the observable world, reason enables analysis, judgment,
inference, and conceptual understanding, revelation offers authoritative guidance concerning realities beyond
the reach of ordinary human cognition, and intuition or inner witnessing provides a more immediate form of
apprehension in specific spiritual and existential domains. Such an epistemological structure has direct
educational implications because it requires education to cultivate multiple dimensions of knowing rather than
privileging memorization or passive reception of information. It also implies that critical thinking, rational
inquiry, moral discernment, self-knowledge, and spiritual awareness should all be incorporated into the
educational process. In Nahj al-Balaghah, knowledge is repeatedly contrasted with ignorance, and the
acquisition of knowledge is presented as a condition of correct action, moral responsibility, and religious
understanding. The epistemological position reflected in Imam Ali’s words therefore provides a foundation for
educational justice because justice cannot be realized where learners are deprived of the capacities necessary
for rational judgment, understanding, insight, and the recognition of truth (14, 19, 20, 29, 50).

From the perspective of Imam Ali, the human capacity for knowledge is expressed through several
interconnected epistemic faculties and sources, each of which carries educational significance. Reason
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occupies a particularly central position because it enables human beings to distinguish truth from falsehood,
evaluate actions, understand consequences, and regulate desire. The cultivation of reason therefore becomes a
prerequisite for moral and educational justice, since a person who lacks rational discernment may be vulnerable
to prejudice, imitation, dogmatism, or unjust judgment. Alongside reason, sensory perception is recognized as
a legitimate means of knowing the external world, although sensory knowledge remains limited to observable
phenomena and requires rational interpretation. Revelation represents another essential source of knowledge,
particularly concerning theological, moral, and existential questions that transcend the limits of unaided human
reason. The heart, intuition, and spiritual insight also occupy a significant place in the epistemological
framework of Nahj al-Balaghah, especially in relation to certainty, self-knowledge, and the perception of
divine realities. The concept of innate disposition further reinforces the idea that human beings possess internal
orientations toward truth, perfection, and transcendence, although these capacities require appropriate
education if they are to develop correctly. Closely related concepts such as certainty, understanding, and insight
indicate that knowledge is not viewed as a superficial accumulation of information but as a graded process
through which the learner moves toward deeper comprehension and responsible action. These epistemological
principles imply that an educationally just system must provide learners with opportunities to develop reason,
reflection, understanding, spiritual awareness, and ethical discernment rather than restricting education to
standardized transmission. The educational process must therefore respect the complexity of human knowing
and create conditions in which different cognitive and moral capacities can be progressively cultivated (6, 14,
19, 26, 28).

Educational justice in the teachings of Imam Ali emerges from this epistemological framework and is
simultaneously individual, social, moral, structural, and educational. Justice is understood as placing each thing
in its proper position, recognizing legitimate rights, avoiding oppression and discrimination, and assigning
responsibilities in accordance with capacity and merit. This conception rejects both arbitrary inequality and
simplistic uniformity. Equal human dignity requires that all individuals be treated with respect and be granted
access to the conditions necessary for development, while differences in ability, responsibility, need, and merit
require differentiated educational responses. In this sense, educational justice involves both equality and
proportionality. Learners should not be deprived of educational opportunities because of social class, ethnicity,
gender, geographical location, or other irrelevant distinctions; at the same time, educational decisions should
take account of differences in capacities, needs, and developmental conditions. Justice in education therefore
encompasses distributive justice in the allocation of material and human resources, procedural justice in rules
and decision-making processes, interactional justice in relationships among teachers, administrators, learners,
and families, and restorative justice where disadvantages or previous deprivation require compensatory
support. The teachings attributed to Imam Ali also stress merit, responsibility, opposition to oppression, respect
for rights, avoidance of humiliation, and the selection of competent administrators, all of which have direct
relevance to educational systems. In this framework, educational justice requires both the establishment of fair
structures and the cultivation of just persons. A just educational environment should develop learners who
recognize the rights of others, act responsibly, resist discrimination, and possess the intellectual and moral
capacity to contribute to a just society (33, 40-42, 44).

The implications of these foundations for educational policy and curriculum planning are extensive.
Educational policymakers should view justice not merely as an issue of access or resource distribution but as
a comprehensive principle governing objectives, curricula, teaching methods, teacher selection, school
management, assessment, and student participation. Equal educational opportunity should be guaranteed while
differences among learners are addressed through appropriate support rather than through exclusionary
structures that reproduce social inequality. Curricula should cultivate critical thinking, wisdom, self-
knowledge, moral responsibility, social cooperation, and sensitivity to justice, while also recognizing the role
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of faith, spirituality, and religious knowledge within the Islamic educational framework. Teachers should be
selected not only on the basis of technical competence but also on the basis of ethical maturity, fairness, self-
discipline, and the capacity to act as educational models. Teaching methods should move beyond passive
transmission toward dialogue, participation, reflection, questioning, and active engagement, because epistemic
participation is itself an important dimension of justice. Students should be treated as morally significant
participants in the educational process whose dignity, voice, differences, and capacities deserve recognition.
Educational management should likewise be based on competence, accountability, impartiality, and rational
planning, while policies should seek to reduce geographical, economic, social, and institutional inequalities.
The educational system should also resist forms of commercialization or stratification that systematically
privilege particular social groups and weaken common educational opportunities. From this perspective, the
epistemological foundations of educational justice in Nahj al-Balaghah support an educational model that
integrates rational inquiry, moral formation, equal dignity, differentiated support, and social responsibility,
thereby connecting the cultivation of knowledge with the cultivation of justice (7, 36, 39, 47, 48, 51).

In conclusion, the epistemological foundations of educational justice derived from Nahj al-Balaghah reveal
that justice in education is inseparable from the way human knowledge, rationality, moral agency, and spiritual
development are understood. Educational justice cannot be sustained merely through equal distribution of
resources, nor can it be reduced to administrative procedures and institutional regulations. Its deeper meaning
lies in creating conditions through which every learner can develop intellectually, morally, socially, and
spiritually while being treated with dignity and fairness. The educational system must therefore cultivate both
just structures and just human beings. It should provide equitable opportunities, recognize meaningful
individual differences, develop reason and critical judgment, strengthen moral and spiritual awareness, support
responsible participation, and prepare learners to resist discrimination and injustice in wider society. In this
framework, the ultimate purpose of education is not simply the production of academically successful
individuals but the formation of wise, self-aware, responsible, ethical, and justice-oriented persons capable of
contributing to a humane and divinely oriented social order. The multidimensional conception of educational
justice found in the teachings of Imam Ali provides a coherent basis for rethinking educational policy,
curriculum development, teacher preparation, school leadership, and educational evaluation in Islamic
educational systems. It offers a framework in which epistemology, ethics, social justice, and human
development are integrated rather than treated as separate domains. Such an approach can contribute to the
development of educational models that remain faithful to Islamic anthropology while also responding to
contemporary concerns regarding equity, participation, quality, dignity, and the ethical purposes of education.
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