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Abstract

Intercultural dialogue has emerged as a fundamental necessity in the contemporary world for managing cultural diversity, reducing
conflicts, and promoting peaceful coexistence. However, many existing approaches remain confined to linguistic, social, or political
frameworks and lack deep philosophical grounding, particularly at the ontological and epistemological levels. The present study aims to
articulate the philosophical foundations of intercultural dialogue based on the Transcendent Philosophy of Mulla Sadra by examining its
metaphysical, anthropological, and epistemological dimensions. The research adopts a descriptive-analytical method grounded in the study
of primary Sadrian texts and philosophical sources. The findings indicate that principles such as the primacy of existence, the gradation
of being, substantial motion, and the unity of the knower and the known provide a coherent theoretical framework in which cultural
plurality is understood within an ontological unity, thereby enabling meaningful and profound dialogue among cultures. From an
anthropological perspective, the human being is conceived as a dynamic and evolving entity whose identity is shaped through interaction
with others, making intercultural dialogue a path toward self-realization and existential growth. Epistemologically, the recognition of
multiple levels of knowledge—from sensory perception to intellectual and intuitive cognition—transforms dialogue into a multi-layered
process that goes beyond mere information exchange. Overall, the Sadrian model offers a comprehensive and integrative perspective with
significant potential for rethinking intercultural dialogue and developing a transformative framework in this field.
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Extended Abstract

The present study develops a philosophical framework for intercultural dialogue grounded in the Transcendent
Philosophy of Mulla Sadra, situating this inquiry within the broader context of contemporary debates on
cultural plurality, identity, and the possibility of meaningful understanding across civilizational boundaries. In
modern and postmodern thought, intercultural dialogue has often been framed either in terms of linguistic
mediation or sociopolitical negotiation, with particular emphasis on hermeneutic interaction and discursive
rationality. Thinkers such as Gadamer emphasize the dialogical nature of understanding through the fusion of
horizons, where meaning emerges in the interplay between historically conditioned perspectives (3). Similarly,
Palmer highlights the interpretive structure of understanding, arguing that all comprehension is conditioned by
pre-understandings embedded in tradition (4). Ricoeur further develops this view by linking identity to
narrative structures, suggesting that engagement with the “other” reshapes selfhood through interpretive
reconfiguration (5). However, these approaches largely remain within the domain of language and
interpretation. In contrast, the philosophical system of Mulla Sadra, as articulated in key works such as Al-
Asfar al-Arba'a and Al-Mabda wa al-Ma'ad, introduces a metaphysical depth that reframes dialogue as an
ontological and existential process (8, 13). Scholars such as Nasr underscore the integrative nature of this
tradition, where reason, intuition, and revelation converge to form a holistic epistemology capable of
addressing contemporary cultural fragmentation (6). Within this framework, intercultural dialogue is not
merely a pragmatic necessity but an intrinsic dimension of human existence and its journey toward truth.
From a metaphysical perspective, the Sadrian model of intercultural dialogue is rooted in the doctrines of the
primacy of existence and the gradation of being, which together provide a unified yet pluralistic ontology.
According to this view, existence is the fundamental reality, while essences are secondary and derivative,
leading to a dynamic and hierarchical understanding of the cosmos (9). The theory of gradation implies that
all beings participate in existence to varying degrees, thereby establishing a unity that accommodates diversity.
This ontological structure allows cultural differences to be interpreted not as absolute divergences but as
manifestations of a single, underlying reality. Davoudi argues that this framework enables the possibility of
intercultural dialogue by providing a metaphysical ground for both unity and plurality (16). Furthermore, the
doctrine of substantial motion introduces a dynamic dimension, positing that all beings are in a constant state
of transformation and becoming (10). This principle extends to cultural and intellectual traditions, suggesting
that engagement with other cultures is not a static exchange but a transformative process. Ashrafi emphasizes
that such dynamism fosters openness and adaptability in the face of diversity (12). Thus, the metaphysical
foundations of Sadrian philosophy offer a robust framework for understanding intercultural dialogue as a
process grounded in ontological unity and dynamic plurality.

In terms of philosophical anthropology, the Sadrian perspective conceives of the human being as a dynamic,
self-transcending entity whose identity is shaped through continuous existential development. Unlike static
conceptions of the self, this view emphasizes gradual actualization through knowledge and experience,
culminating in higher levels of existential perfection (19). This understanding aligns with the notion that
identity is not fixed but evolves through engagement with others and the world. Taylor’s reflections on the
dialogical nature of identity resonate with this perspective, as he argues that the self is constituted through
recognition and interaction within a social context (2). However, the Sadrian model extends this insight by
situating identity formation within a broader ontological and spiritual trajectory. The concept of the unity of
the knower and the known reinforces this view, suggesting that true knowledge involves existential
transformation in which the subject becomes united with the object of knowledge (18). Akash highlights that
such unity enables a deeper form of understanding that transcends mere cognitive awareness (17). Mousavi
similarly argues that the possibility of dialogue among civilizations is grounded in the shared existential
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capacity of human beings to transcend their immediate contexts and participate in a universal quest for truth
(11). Consequently, intercultural dialogue becomes a means of self-realization and existential growth.

The epistemological dimension of the Sadrian model further distinguishes it from many Western approaches
by proposing a multi-layered theory of knowledge that integrates sensory perception, imagination, rational
thought, and intuitive insight. In this framework, knowledge is not confined to discursive reasoning but
encompasses multiple levels of awareness corresponding to different degrees of reality (19). This
comprehensive epistemology allows for a richer understanding of intercultural dialogue, in which different
forms of expression—such as art, ritual, and spiritual experience—are recognized as valid modes of
communication. Mesbah Yazdi elaborates on the levels of intellect, emphasizing that higher forms of cognition
involve direct, non-discursive apprehension of reality (15). In contrast, many modern Western epistemologies
privilege analytical reasoning and empirical verification, often marginalizing other forms of knowledge.
Vattimo critiques these limitations and argues for a more pluralistic understanding of truth (1). However, the
Sadrian model avoids radical relativism by maintaining a hierarchical conception of truth grounded in
ontological structure. Haeri Yazdi highlights the integrative role of reason in connecting theoretical and
experiential knowledge (21). Ashtiani further clarifies how this epistemological system synthesizes rational
and intuitive dimensions of knowledge (20). Thus, the Sadrian epistemology provides an inclusive and
hierarchically ordered foundation for intercultural dialogue.

A comparative analysis with Western approaches reveals both convergences and divergences that illuminate
the unique contributions of the Sadrian framework. Hermeneutic traditions emphasize dialogue and the
historical nature of understanding but remain largely confined to linguistic and interpretive processes (3).
Postmodern theories highlight plurality and the contingency of truth but risk undermining meaningful dialogue
through excessive relativism (1). In contrast, the Sadrian model integrates unity and plurality within a coherent
metaphysical system, allowing for diversity without fragmentation. Corbin emphasizes the richness of Islamic
philosophical traditions in addressing contemporary intellectual challenges (7). Javadi Amoli highlights the
ethical and spiritual dimensions of openness toward others, rooted in a metaphysical understanding of
interconnected existence (14). This synthesis enables a form of dialogue that is both critical and constructive,
grounded in shared reality while open to difference.

In conclusion, the Sadrian model of intercultural dialogue represents a comprehensive and integrative
framework that redefines dialogue as an existential journey grounded in the unity and gradation of being. By
incorporating metaphysical, anthropological, and epistemological insights, this model transcends the
limitations of purely linguistic or relativistic approaches and offers a dynamic vision of human interaction. It
conceptualizes dialogue as a transformative process in which individuals and cultures engage with one another
in a shared pursuit of truth and self-realization. This perspective enhances both theoretical understanding and
practical engagement with intercultural challenges, providing a philosophically robust foundation for
navigating cultural diversity in the contemporary world.
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