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Abstract

The present study employs a qualitative grounded theory approach based on the methodology of Anselm Strauss and Juliet Corbin,
utilizing three stages of open, axial, and selective coding to analyze the conceptualization of human dignity within two paradigms: modern
international law and the Alawi school. The findings indicate that human dignity in the Qur’an is articulated as an inherent and innate
value bestowed upon human beings by God from the very beginning of creation. This notion is emphasized through key verses such as
“Indeed, Allah commands justice and excellence” (Qur’an 16:90), “O you who have believed, stand firmly for justice” (Qur’an 4:135),
and “Whoever saves a life, it is as if he has saved all mankind” (Qur’an 5:32). Furthermore, the core components of human dignity—
including the right to access justice and the prohibition of discrimination, the right to freedom of expression and participation in public
affairs, and the right to life and personal security—are conceptualized within the framework of these Qur’anic teachings as well as the
emphases of Ali ibn Abi Talib. These components, within the two paradigms of modern international law and the Alawi school, are
integrated into a comprehensive theoretical framework that reinforces ethical, justice-oriented, and spiritual perspectives. The study
proposes a theoretical model based on causal conditions, contextual factors, strategies, and barriers to the realization of dignity,
highlighting the role of institutions and society in safeguarding fundamental rights and promoting human dignity. Accordingly, human
dignity—grounded in the elevated teachings of the Holy Qur’an—occupies an unparalleled position as a foundational pillar of justice,
security, and freedom within legal and cultural systems.
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Extended Abstract

The present study examines the conceptual foundations of human dignity within the dual paradigms of modern
international law and the Alawi school, situating dignity as a multidimensional construct grounded in both
normative legal frameworks and transcendental ethical doctrines. Human dignity is articulated as an inherent,
ontological attribute of the human being, originating from the divine act of creation and independent of
contingent social, political, or cultural determinants (1). Within philosophical, ethical, and human rights
discourses, dignity functions as a meta-principle underpinning fundamental rights such as liberty, equality, and
respect, thereby serving as a normative anchor for both legal systems and moral reasoning (2). In Islamic
thought, particularly within Qur’anic epistemology, dignity is not merely an abstract value but a divinely
conferred status intrinsically linked to the human essence and spiritual capacity, emphasizing both innate
(takwini) and acquired (iktisabi) dimensions (3). This duality is further elaborated in the teachings attributed
to Ali ibn Abi Talib, where dignity is simultaneously understood as a bestowed honor and a moral achievement
contingent upon ethical conduct and spiritual cultivation. In parallel, modern international law conceptualizes
dignity as a universal and inviolable principle, institutionalized in foundational human rights instruments and
reinforced in post-World War Il legal discourse (5). The convergence of these paradigms reveals a shared
ontological commitment to the intrinsic worth of the human person, while their divergence lies in the
epistemological sources and teleological orientations of dignity, thus necessitating a comparative analytical
framework to synthesize their respective contributions.

Methodologically, the study adopts a qualitative grounded theory approach based on the systematic procedures
developed by Strauss and Corbin, employing open, axial, and selective coding to extract, categorize, and
integrate conceptual data derived from religious texts, legal documents, and scholarly interpretations . In the
open coding phase, discrete concepts related to dignity were identified, including justice, equality, freedom,
security, and moral agency, each representing a core dimension of human dignity across both paradigms. Axial
coding subsequently organized these concepts into higher-order categories, establishing relational linkages
between rights-based and virtue-based interpretations of dignity. Selective coding culminated in the
construction of a central theoretical narrative that positions dignity as a dynamic and integrative construct,
mediated by contextual variables and institutional mechanisms. The methodological rigor of grounded theory
allows for the emergence of a substantive theory that is both empirically grounded and theoretically coherent,
bridging normative legal analysis with theological hermeneutics. This approach enables a nuanced exploration
of how dignity is operationalized within different epistemic traditions while maintaining analytical consistency
across diverse sources of data.

The findings reveal that human dignity in the Qur’anic and Alawi framework is fundamentally rooted in divine
intentionality and ethical teleology, wherein justice (‘adl) and beneficence (ihsan) constitute the primary
normative imperatives governing human relations . Key Qur’anic injunctions emphasize the universal
obligation to uphold justice and protect human life, thereby establishing dignity as both a right and a duty
embedded within the moral order. These principles are mirrored in modern international law, where dignity is
operationalized through legally enforceable rights, including the right to equality and non-discrimination, the
right to freedom of expression and participation, and the right to life and personal security. The study identifies
three principal dimensions of dignity: distributive justice and non-discrimination, which ensure equitable
access to resources and opportunities; participatory freedom, which guarantees individual autonomy and civic
engagement; and existential security, which safeguards the physical and psychological integrity of individuals.
These dimensions collectively form the structural core of dignity, transcending cultural and legal boundaries
while retaining context-specific expressions. Importantly, the integration of these components across both
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paradigms underscores the universality of dignity as a normative ideal, while highlighting the complementary
roles of legal enforcement and ethical cultivation in its realization.

Furthermore, the study develops a comprehensive theoretical model that explicates the processes through
which human dignity is constructed, maintained, and challenged within socio-legal contexts . This model is
structured around four interrelated elements: causal conditions, contextual factors, strategies, and intervening
barriers. Causal conditions include the foundational beliefs and values that define the intrinsic worth of the
human person, such as divine creation and moral agency. Contextual factors encompass socio-political
environments, cultural norms, and institutional frameworks that shape the expression of dignity in practice.
Strategic actions involve the implementation of justice-oriented policies, the promotion of a culture of mutual
respect, and the institutionalization of participatory governance mechanisms . These strategies are informed
by both Qur’anic teachings and international legal standards, demonstrating the possibility of normative
convergence between religious and secular systems. However, the realization of dignity is impeded by a range
of intervening conditions, including political resistance, cultural constraints, and socio-economic inequalities,
which necessitate adaptive and context-sensitive approaches to policy design and implementation. The model
thus provides a holistic framework for understanding the dynamic interplay between normative ideals and
empirical realities in the pursuit of human dignity.

The analysis also highlights the critical role of institutions and social actors in mediating the relationship
between normative principles and lived experiences of dignity. Legal institutions, through the codification and
enforcement of human rights, serve as primary guarantors of dignity within modern frameworks, while
religious and ethical institutions contribute to the internalization of dignity as a moral value. The interplay
between these institutional domains creates a multilayered system of accountability and moral responsibility,
wherein the protection of dignity is both a legal obligation and an ethical imperative. Moreover, the study
emphasizes the importance of cultural pluralism and dialogical engagement in reconciling potential tensions
between universal human rights standards and context-specific moral traditions. By integrating insights from
both paradigms, the study advances a synthetic model of dignity that is capable of accommodating diversity
while maintaining normative coherence. This integrative approach not only enhances theoretical understanding
but also provides practical guidance for policymakers, legal practitioners, and scholars engaged in the
promotion of human rights and social justice.

In conclusion, human dignity emerges as a foundational and unifying principle that transcends disciplinary,
cultural, and epistemological boundaries, serving as the cornerstone of both legal systems and ethical
worldviews. The comparative analysis of modern international law and the Alawi school demonstrates that
despite their differing ontological and methodological premises, both paradigms converge on the recognition
of the intrinsic worth of the human person and the necessity of safeguarding fundamental rights. The proposed
theoretical model offers a robust analytical framework for understanding the conditions under which dignity
can be effectively realized, highlighting the importance of integrating legal, ethical, and institutional
dimensions in a coherent and context-sensitive manner.
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