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Abstract

Traces of the perfect man (Insan-i Kamil) can be found across all cultures, as well as intellectual and philosophical schools. In Mulla
Sadra’s philosophical school, the concept of the perfect man has been discussed in profound detail. Following Muhyi al-Din Ibn Arabi,
Mulla Sadra considers the perfect man to be a divine copy possessing supreme comprehensiveness (jami’iyyat-i kubra) and a microcosm,
just as the universe itself is a macrocosm. From Mulla Sadra’s viewpoint, the first perfection (kamal-i awwal) of the perfect man is
completed through the essence of the species, and with the second perfection (kamal-i thani), the attributes of the species are perfected.
However, the second perfection is contingent upon the essence; without the essence, the second perfection is inconceivable. He believes
that the soul, in its evolutionary trajectory, must transcend the material intellect (‘agl-i hayulani), pass through the habitual intellect (‘aqgl
bi’l-malakah) and the actual intellect (‘agl bi’l-fi’l), and ultimately attain the acquired intellect (‘agl-i mustafad), at which stage all beings
will be reflected within it. In this research, utilizing a descriptive-analytical method, we have attempted to articulate Mulla Sadra’s
perspective regarding the perfect man. In Sadra’s philosophy, the figure of the perfect man—the foremost exemplars of which are the
Prophet (PBUH) and the Infallible Imams (AS)—comprehends all divine names and attributes. The perfect man, endowed with the highest
existential degree, correspondingly possesses the highest epistemological rank. Mulla Sadra asserts: The knowledge of the Imams (AS) is
neither derived from intellectual reasoning (ijtihadi) nor acquired through sensory perception; rather, their knowledge is intuitive and
divine (ladunni), wherein the lights of knowledge and mysticism are emanated and radiated onto their hearts from God. The instruments
and sources of the perfect man’s knowledge originate from multiple origins, which are elaborated upon in the text of the article. Regarding
the role of the perfect man: Mulla Sadra puts forward various worldly roles, although the existential and ontological (takwini) roles of the
perfect man are also considered a form of worldly function. These roles include: 1. Ontological/Generative role 2. Legislative (tashri’i)
role 3. Socio-political role 4. Guiding and directive role 5. The role of religious authority in the spiritual and worldly affairs of the people.
Attributes and characteristics of the perfect man: The perfect man possesses humerous attributes and features, which are detailed in the
main text. Mulla Sadra believes that exemplars of the perfect man, such as prophets, saints (awliya), and successors (awsiya), have existed
in all eras and continue to exist as intermediaries of divine grace. Through them, God attends to the rest of humanity, and it is by virtue of
the perfect man that the cosmic order is sustained. As previously mentioned, the methodology of this research is descriptive and analytical.
Keywords: Perfect Man, Knowledge of the Perfect Man, Attributes and Characteristics, Role of the Perfect Man, Mulla Sadra.
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Extended Abstract

The concept of the “Perfect Human” (al-Insan al-Kamil) serves as a cornerstone in various mystical and
philosophical traditions, yet it finds a uniquely systematic and ontological grounding in the Transcendent
Philosophy (al-Hikmat al-Muta 'aliyah) of Mulla Sadra. This article explores the multifaceted dimensions of
the Perfect Human, positioning him not merely as a moral exemplar but as the “Divine Version” and the
“Microcosm” (Alam al-Saghir) who reflects the totality of the “Macrocosm” (Alam al-Kabir). Using a
descriptive-analytical methodology, the authors argue that for Mulla Sadra, the Perfect Human is the ultimate
manifestation of God’s Names and Attributes. This ontological status is rooted in the principle of the
“Substantial Motion” (al-Harakat al-Jawhariyya), where the soul undergoes a continuous transformation from
a material inception (jismaniyat al-huduth) to a spiritual subsistence (ruhaniyat al-baga). By navigating
through the stages of the intellect—from the Material Intellect to the Acquired Intellect (al-Agl al-Mustafad)—
the Perfect Human reaches a station where all existential truths are mirrored within his being, making him the
necessary bridge between the Creator and the creation.

Central to Mulla Sadra’s framework is the dual nature of the soul’s perfection: the first perfection relates to
the completion of the species’ essence, while the second involves the voluntary actualization of divine
attributes. The article emphasizes that the Perfect Human possesses two types of vicegerency (Khilafa). The
“Grand Vicegerency” (al-Khilafa al-Kubra) pertains to his dominion over the higher metaphysical realms, as
he encompasses the realities of both the celestial and terrestrial worlds. Conversely, the “Lesser Vicegerency”
(al-Khilafa al-Sughra) manifests in the natural world, where the Perfect Human acts as the focal point of divine
governance. This status is achieved through a rigorous process of spiritual alchemy involving Takhliya
(purification), Tajliya (illumination), and Tahliya (adornment), ultimately culminating in the “Four Journeys”
(al-Asfar al-4Arba’a). Through these journeys, the individual transcends the limitations of contingent existence
to attain a station of “Extra-Abstractness,” a divine state devoid of restrictive essences or definitions (3, 5, 6,
8).

The epistemology of the Perfect Human is a pivotal theme, distinguishing his knowledge from ordinary
discursive or sensory cognition. According to the article, the Perfect Human’s knowledge is “Inspired and
Presential” (1Imi-i Ladunni and Kashfi), where divine lights are directly effused upon his heart. This knowledge
is categorized into “Exoteric” (Zahir) and “Esoteric” (Batin). His exoteric knowledge encompasses the laws
of nature, celestial movements, and the affairs of the physical world, while his esoteric knowledge grants him
insight into the unseen realms, the hearts of men, and the Day of Judgment. The sources of this knowledge are
identified as direct divine effusion, the Holy Quran, and the spiritual heritage of the Prophets and Imams. Mulla
Sadra posits that it is through this superior cognitive and existential power that the Perfect Human exercises
authority over the angels and the elements of nature, ensuring the ontological stability of the universe as the
“Mediator of Grace” (Wasita al-Fayz) (1, 2, 7, 11).

The article delineates five primary roles that the Perfect Human fulfills within the cosmic and social order.
Firstly, the “Ontological Role” asserts that the world remains intact only through the presence of the Perfect
Human; without him, the system of existence would collapse. Secondly, the “Legislative Role” positions him
as the preserver and interpreter of Divine Law. Thirdly, the “Socio-Political Role” highlights his responsibility
in governing the community toward justice and spiritual growth. Fourthly, the “Guidance and Rectification
Role” involves leading humanity toward salvation through both rational proofs and spiritual attraction. Finally,
the “Religious Authority Role” establishes him as the ultimate reference point for both worldly and spiritual
matters, bridging the gap between human intellectual limitations and divine wisdom. These roles underscore
that the Perfect Human is not a reclusive mystic but an active agent in the perfection of the human race.



# oyl 0590

In terms of ethical and spiritual characteristics, Mulla Sadra identifies several defining traits of the Perfect
Human, often referring to him as the “True Sage” (Hakim-i Rastin) or “Gnostic” (Arif). Foremost among these
is “Intimacy with God” (Uns bi-Allah), where his entire existence is submerged in the Divine Essence, and his
love for creation is merely a reflection of his love for the Creator. He is characterized by an unwavering
“Commitment to Mandatory and Supererogatory Acts,” driven by a profound yearning for union with the
Beloved. Furthermore, he exhibits “Universal Compassion” toward all creatures and possesses “True
Asceticism” (Zuhd), having purified his heart from worldly attachments. His knowledge of divine realities is
characterized by “Certainty” (Yaqin), free from any doubt or hesitation, allowing him to serve as a perfect
mirror for the divine attributes in the realm of multiplicity (5, 6, 8).

In conclusion, the research synthesizes Mulla Sadra’s complex philosophical doctrines to present the Perfect
Human as the ultimate goal of creation and the absolute model for human life. The findings suggest that the
Perfect Human—embodied in the Prophets, the Infallible Imams, and the great Saints—is the vital link through
which God’s attention and providence are channeled to the rest of humanity. By integrating the principles of
“Substantial Motion” and “Gradation of Existence,” Mulla Sadra provides a robust philosophical justification
for the necessity of a living Perfect Human in every era. This individual serves as both a metaphysical necessity
for the universe’s survival and a practical guide for the moral and intellectual elevation of society. Ultimately,
the article portrays the Perfect Human as the zenith of existential possibility, representing the harmonious
union of intellect, intuition, and action in the path toward the Absolute.
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