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Abstract

Education constitutes the structural core of Islam and a coherent framework for guiding human beings toward moral and spiritual growth.
Human perfection is realized through attaining higher levels of servitude, which represent the ultimate purpose of creation. The apex of
this development, for humanity at large, will only be achievable during the era of divine global governance, since ushering humanity into
the most magnificent phase of flourishing—both in individual and social capacities—and establishing a manifestation of paradise on earth
is a divine promise. This promise will be fulfilled under the guidance and leadership of the final divine proof, namely the Mahdi, with the
cooperation of all people across the world. The present study aims, based on Frankena’s model of theoretical reasoning in education, to
examine the goals, principles, and methods of Mahdist education during the era of Reappearance, and to extract and infer the most
significant negative (prohibitive) educational methods from them, presenting these as preparatory educational strategies for the realization
of Reappearance. The researcher argues that the negative educational methods derived from Mahdist education in the era of Reappearance
represent the only valid approach for preparing the conditions for Reappearance. This is because the foundation of achieving individual
and social perfection during the period of occultation must be grounded in the goals, principles, and methods characteristic of the era of
Reappearance. Accordingly, during the period of occultation, employing negative educational methods and avoiding affirmative and
coercive approaches in education constitutes one of the most essential duties of those awaiting Reappearance, so that both individuals and
their societies may be adequately prepared for the establishment of this great global flourishing and the attainment of ultimate salvation.
Policymakers and officials, particularly in the educational system, the Ministry of Culture, futurists, textbook authors, educational
planners, and teachers, must give special attention to the educational system of the era of Reappearance, as this is essential and influential
in planning and creating the necessary conditions for preparatory education. In particular, the school, as the most fundamental social
institution, can play a more effective role in this regard.
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Extended Abstract

Education within the Islamic intellectual tradition is conceptualized as a comprehensive and teleological
process aimed at guiding human beings toward moral, spiritual, and intellectual perfection. This process is not
limited to the transmission of knowledge but is fundamentally concerned with the realization of the ultimate
purpose of creation, namely the attainment of higher levels of servitude and proximity to the divine. The
Mahdist educational system, as envisioned in the era of Reappearance, represents the apex of this
developmental trajectory, wherein all dimensions of human existence—individual and collective—reach their
fullest expression. In this ideal state, rationality, spirituality, and ethical conduct converge to produce a global
order characterized by justice, prosperity, and harmony. The transformative scope of this educational system
extends beyond individual development to encompass societal and civilizational renewal. As articulated by
prominent Islamic thinkers, the movement associated with the Mahdi is not merely a historical or
eschatological event but a comprehensive philosophical and social project that reflects the deepest aspirations
of Islamic thought (1, 2). Therefore, examining the principles and methods of education in this context provides
valuable insights into the foundational structure of Islamic pedagogy and its potential applications in
contemporary educational systems.

The present study aims to derive negative (prohibitive) educational methods from the broader framework of
Mahdist education by employing Frankena’s model of theoretical reasoning. This model enables the systematic
analysis of normative propositions to extract educational goals, principles, and methods in a logically coherent
manner. The research adopts a qualitative design and utilizes deductive content analysis to examine relevant
religious texts, scholarly interpretations, and theoretical discussions pertaining to Mahdist education. Through
this process, key concepts are identified, categorized, and synthesized to reveal the underlying philosophical
structure of the educational system in the era of Reappearance. The analysis proceeds by first identifying
descriptive and normative statements, then reconstructing their philosophical assumptions, and finally
inferring practical educational methods consistent with those assumptions. The central hypothesis guiding this
study is that the most appropriate educational strategies for the period of occultation must be derived from the
ideal model of the era of Reappearance, as it represents the highest form of human development and social
organization. In this regard, the study focuses specifically on identifying negative educational methods,
understood as approaches that emphasize the removal of obstacles to growth rather than the imposition of
external content or coercive structures (6).

A fundamental theoretical distinction in this study is the differentiation between negative and affirmative
approaches to education. Negative education is grounded in the assumption that human beings possess an
innate disposition oriented toward truth, knowledge, and moral goodness. According to this perspective,
education should not be understood as the external construction of the individual, but rather as the facilitation
of an internal process of growth and self-realization. The role of the educator, therefore, is to remove the
barriers that prevent the natural unfolding of these inherent capacities. This approach is closely linked to the
concept of moral purification, which involves both the elimination of negative tendencies and the activation
of positive potentials within the individual. Scholars have emphasized that genuine knowledge emerges not
through accumulation but through a process of uncovering what is already present within the self, suggesting
that true learning is a form of discovery rather than acquisition (4). This conceptualization challenges dominant
educational paradigms that prioritize external instruction and standardized outcomes, instead advocating for a
learner-centered approach that respects the intrinsic nature of human development.

In contrast, affirmative education is characterized by its focus on the transmission of knowledge and the
deliberate shaping of individuals according to predefined objectives and social expectations. While this
approach acknowledges the importance of acquired knowledge, it often overlooks the necessity of aligning
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external instruction with the learner’s internal disposition. As a result, it may lead to forms of coercion and
superficial learning, where individuals conform to imposed standards without achieving genuine understanding
or personal growth. Critiques of affirmative education have been articulated by both Islamic and Western
thinkers, who argue that such methods can undermine human autonomy and authenticity. The idea that
education should preserve the natural goodness and freedom of the learner, rather than imposing external
constraints, reflects a shared concern across different intellectual traditions. For example, the notion that proper
education should protect the innate qualities of the individual from the corrupting influences of society
resonates with broader critiques of modern educational systems that prioritize control and conformity over
creativity and independence (7). In this context, negative education emerges as a corrective framework that
seeks to restore balance by emphasizing inner development and self-directed learning.

Based on the analysis of the Mahdist educational system, the study identifies several key characteristics of
negative educational methods. These methods are designed to cultivate intrinsic motivation, ethical
responsibility, and spiritual awareness, rather than relying on external rewards or punishments. They
emphasize the importance of gradual and self-initiated transformation, encouraging learners to take active
responsibility for their own development. The educator’s role is redefined as that of a facilitator who creates
the conditions necessary for the learner’s internal capacities to emerge and flourish. This includes fostering an
environment that promotes reflection, critical thinking, and moral sensitivity, while avoiding practices that
impose rigid structures or suppress individual agency. Furthermore, the integration of innate and acquired
knowledge is considered essential, ensuring that external learning complements rather than contradicts the
individual’s internal orientation. This holistic approach aligns with the broader Islamic understanding of
education as a process of nurturing the whole person, encompassing cognitive, emotional, and spiritual
dimensions. By prioritizing the removal of obstacles to growth, negative educational methods aim to create a
sustainable and authentic form of development that is deeply rooted in the nature of the human being (5).
The practical implications of these findings are significant for contemporary educational theory and policy. In
a global context where many educational systems are increasingly driven by standardization, competition, and
instrumental objectives, the principles of negative education offer an alternative paradigm that prioritizes
human dignity, ethical development, and spiritual growth. Implementing such an approach requires a
fundamental shift in the aims of education, as well as in the roles of educators and institutions. Policymakers,
curriculum designers, and teachers must move beyond a narrow focus on measurable outcomes and consider
the broader goals of human development. Schools, as primary sites of socialization, have a crucial role in
creating environments that support the principles of negative education, fostering a culture of inquiry,
reflection, and ethical engagement. By aligning educational practices with the principles derived from the
Mahdist educational system, it is possible to create conditions that support both individual fulfillment and
social well-being, ultimately contributing to the development of a more just and harmonious society.

In conclusion, the derivation of negative educational methods from the Mahdist educational system provides
a comprehensive and philosophically grounded framework for rethinking the nature and purpose of education.
By emphasizing the removal of barriers to growth and the activation of innate human capacities, this approach
offers a transformative vision that addresses the limitations of conventional educational models. It highlights
the importance of aligning educational practices with the fundamental nature of the human being, recognizing
that true development occurs when individuals are allowed to realize their inherent potential in a supportive
and ethically grounded environment. This perspective not only enriches the theoretical discourse on education
but also provides practical guidance for the design of educational systems that are more responsive to the needs
of individuals and societies in an increasingly complex and interconnected world.
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