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Abstract

This applied study investigates the ethical values of contentment (rida), trust (tawakkul), and delegation (tafwid) from the mystical
perspective of Imam Khomeini. The comprehension and realization of mystical stations are contingent upon the understanding and
actualization of underlying theoretical mystical foundations, a matter that has received considerable attention in the principal works of
mystics interpreting the school of Ibn ‘Arabi. Imam Khomeini, as a contemporary interpreter and mystic within this tradition, has also
drawn upon certain ontological and anthropological theoretical foundations in explicating mystical stations. This research was conducted
using a descriptive-analytical method and based on library resources, including books and scholarly articles. Initially, the concepts of
spiritual wayfaring stations (manazil al-sultik) were examined in key works related to Imam Khomeini’s practical mysticism; subsequently,
the position of these stations within mystical states and stations, and finally their degrees, were analyzed and justified. The findings indicate
that mystical stations differ from one another in terms of depth and richness; moreover, mystical theoretical foundations are interrelated
and deeply interconnected. In examining Imam Khomeini’s explanations of spiritual wayfaring stations, the influence and necessity of
theoretical foundations for explicating mystical stations were confirmed. It was further demonstrated that the realization of each spiritual
station depends on a combination of several theoretical principles, which themselves are interconnected and inseparable. In essence, the
rationale for the necessity of attaining a given station for the spiritual wayfarer, as well as the explanation of how it is realized, becomes
intelligible only through these theoretical principles, as demonstrated in this study. From a broader perspective, the fact that spiritual
stations can be explained through mystical theoretical foundations—and that these foundations actively contribute to their realization—
indicates a fundamental linkage between practical mysticism and theoretical mysticism. Imam Khomeini, as a contemporary mystic and
commentator, has paid close attention to this relationship and mutual influence in his philosophical-mystical works, illustrating this
connection throughout his discussions of spiritual wayfaring stations.
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Extended Abstract

This study examines the ethical values of contentment, trust in God, and entrustment from the mystical
perspective of Imam Khomeini and situates them within the wider framework of Islamic ethical thought and
spiritual anthropology. Ethics occupies a foundational place in the cultivation of the human being because
spiritual realization, social integrity, and moral discipline all depend upon the recognition and embodiment of
genuine values. In Imam Khomeini’s view, the human being reaches perfection not through outward
knowledge alone but through inner refinement, purification of the soul, and adornment with Islamic virtues.
His moral and mystical writings consistently treat the human being as the most comprehensive locus of divine
manifestation, capable of transcending limitation and moving toward spiritual completion through disciplined
transformation. For that reason, moral education is not a secondary matter in his thought but a necessary
condition for individual felicity and collective health. The present study therefore focuses on three central
values that structure the path of spiritual wayfaring: contentment as inward satisfaction with divine decree,
trust in God as reliance upon divine sufficiency, and entrustment as the deeper surrender of one’s affairs and
will to God. These values are not merely practical recommendations but stations of the path, each grounded in
a network of ontological, anthropological, and theological assumptions. Earlier studies have approached
mystical stations in Imam Khomeini’s works comparatively or analytically, and some have specifically
discussed patience, trust, entrustment, submission, and contentment; however, the present inquiry emphasizes
the ethical meaning of these stations and their integration in Imam Khomeini’s mystical system (3-6).

The theoretical basis of the study rests on the distinction between theoretical mysticism and practical
mysticism, a distinction that is essential for understanding Imam Khomeini’s interpretation of ethical values.
Mysticism in the Islamic tradition refers to a mode of immediate and experiential knowledge attained through
spiritual discipline, self-purification, remembrance, and inward transformation. Theoretical mysticism
articulates a metaphysical vision of God, the world, and the human being, while practical mysticism concerns
the path, stations, states, and disciplines through which the seeker advances toward nearness to God (6, 7).
Within this framework, ethical values are not isolated virtues but structuring principles of spiritual motion.
They function as standards for evaluating conduct and as formative powers that orient the soul toward higher
realization. From a sociological and moral standpoint, values are abstract criteria through which good and bad,
fitting and unfitting, proper and improper are distinguished, and when organized into a coherent system they
shape personal action and social life (8). From a specifically ethical standpoint, values designate desirable
voluntary traits and actions, whereas disvalues refer to morally undesirable states and acts (9, 10). Imam
Khomeini’s writings show that mystical ethics cannot be detached from these broader normative concerns,
because stations such as contentment, trust, and entrustment involve both inward transformation and outward
moral consequence. Thus, the study treats practical mysticism not simply as an inward devotional path but as
a disciplined moral order grounded in a coherent vision of reality, one in which the refinement of the self, the
regulation of desire, and the purification of intention are inseparable from theological truth and spiritual
knowledge (1, 24, 35).

Among the three values examined, contentment occupies a particularly elevated place. Lexically, it signifies
satisfaction and the absence of resentment, and in Qur’anic and ethical discourse it denotes the servant’s inward
acceptance of what God has decreed (14, 15). In ethical literature, contentment is described as refraining from
objecting to divine decree in both inward and outward form, and this definition highlights its active moral
dimension rather than mere passivity (16). Imam Khomeini presents contentment as one of the loftiest spiritual
stations, higher than submission yet lower than annihilation, and he characterizes it as the joyful satisfaction
of the servant with God, with divine will, and with divine decrees (31). In his treatment, contentment emerges
gradually through several stages: first, intellectual recognition of the beauty and perfection of divine acts;
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second, the penetration of that recognition into the heart until it becomes faith; third, the attainment of
tranquility through certainty regarding divine wisdom; and fourth, a level of witnessing in which the seeker’s
heart is cleared of multiplicity and becomes receptive to divine self-disclosure (31, 32). In this perspective,
contentment is rooted in the recognition that all divine acts are beautiful, wise, and ordered toward the
perfection of the servant. Qur’anic depictions of the tranquil soul returning to its Lord in a state of being content
and well-pleasing support this interpretation, as does the broader scriptural language concerning mutual
pleasure between God and the faithful (17, 18, 22). Imam Khomeini also places contentment above trust
because the person who trusts still seeks personal welfare, whereas the person who is content has effaced
personal preference before divine will. In that sense, contentment is not merely acceptance after the fact but a
transformation of desire itself, so that the seeker increasingly loves what proceeds from God precisely because
it proceeds from God (31, 32).

Trust in God is the next major value analyzed in the study, and Imam Khomeini treats it as one of the
indispensable stations of the path. Lexically, the term denotes handing over one’s affair to another and relying
upon that other, while in Islamic ethical and mystical usage it means reliance upon God with full recognition
of one’s own need and God’s sufficiency (20, 37). Classical sources define trust as the heart’s dependence
upon God in all matters and the relinquishing of hope in all that is other than Him (16, 23). Imam Khomeini
considers several standard definitions to be closely related and ultimately defines trust as the entrusting of all
affairs to the divine agent, confidence in divine guardianship, withdrawal of hope from created things, and
reliance upon God alone (13, 34). His analysis is especially important because he distinguishes between verbal,
intellectual, faithful, assured, and witnessed forms of trust. Many people verbally affirm divine control yet
remain practically dependent on causes and outward means; such people have not truly attained trust. Others
reach an intellectual conviction that God knows needs, has power to fulfill them, is not miserly, and is merciful
toward His servants; this establishes the rational foundations of trust, but it still falls short of living faith.
Genuine trust begins when these truths descend from the level of abstract knowledge into the heart, producing
reliance, inward rest, and release from attachment to causes (24, 34). In this way, trust does not negate action,
labor, or the use of means. Rather, it negates the attribution of independent efficacy to those means. This point
is reinforced in exegetical and ethical sources, where trust is understood as affirming divine efficacy while
continuing to act within the divinely established order of causes (18, 26-28). Imam Khomeini therefore
presents trust as a moral station built on theological vision: the more completely the seeker recognizes divine
lordship and operative unity, the more complete trust becomes (31, 40).

Entrustment is treated as the most subtle and difficult of the three values because it lies very close to trust while
also surpassing it. Lexically, entrustment means consigning an affair to another and placing that person in full
charge of it (37, 41). In theological discourse, the term can refer to a rejected doctrine of absolute human
autonomy, namely the idea that God has entirely delegated affairs to human beings. Imam Khomeini explicitly
rejects this theological meaning and argues that complete delegation in that sense is impossible, because it
would require suspending divine sustaining agency and granting created beings independent power, which
contradicts the ontological dependence of all things on God (42). In mystical discourse, however, entrustment
means the servant’s consigning of his or her affairs to God. On this meaning, it becomes a genuine spiritual
station and is closely linked to the realization of operative divine unity (11, 42). The study shows that Imam
Khomeini did not devote a separate full chapter to entrustment in the way some earlier mystics did, but his
remarks within the discussion of trust make clear that he regarded entrustment as a distinct, higher station.
Whereas the trusting person still regards God as acting on behalf of the servant’s interest, the one who entrusts
no longer preserves a strong claim to personal management or ownership; personal agency becomes
increasingly withdrawn before divine disposal (34, 45). Commentarial sources on the stations explain that
entrustment reaches its perfection when the seeker witnesses his or her own incapacity, perceives divine
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management over movement and stillness, contraction and expansion, and thereby becomes inwardly detached
from self-management altogether (12, 19, 44). On this basis, the study interprets entrustment in Imam
Khomeini as a station founded on operative unity and the poverty of the creature: the seeker sees that all affairs
already belong to God and therefore does not merely ask God to manage them but recognizes that they were
never truly one’s own in the first place (6, 24).

In conclusion, the study shows that contentment, trust in God, and entrustment form an interconnected triad
within Imam Khomeini’s mystical ethics and that each of these values can be understood only through the
deeper theoretical principles that support them. Contentment transforms the seeker’s relation to divine decree,
trust transforms the seeker’s relation to means and outcomes, and entrustment transforms the seeker’s relation
to personal agency itself. Together, they reveal a graded path of moral and spiritual maturation in which the
seeker moves from ethical discipline toward inward surrender, from conceptual belief toward existential
realization, and from attachment to self-management toward repose in divine wisdom. The analysis also makes
clear that practical mysticism and theoretical mysticism are inseparably linked in Imam Khomeini’s thought:
spiritual stations are explained by metaphysical principles, and metaphysical principles become existentially
meaningful through the lived experience of spiritual stations. For that reason, the ethical values examined here
should not be reduced to devotional sentiments or abstract virtues. They are structurally significant stations in
the formation of the spiritual human being and remain highly relevant for any account of Islamic moral
cultivation that seeks to unite inner transformation, disciplined conduct, and a coherent vision of divine reality.
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