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Abstract

The present article examines and elucidates the position of teachers’ moral education within the educational system, with an emphasis on
the theoretical perspectives of two major philosophers, Aristotle and Al-Farabi. Both philosophers underscore the importance of moral
education in the process of education; however, they approach this issue from distinct perspectives. Aristotle, in his works, emphasizes
the role of moral virtues and education in the formation of human character and the cultivation of reason and ethical conduct, presenting
the teacher as a model for students. He maintains that teachers themselves must possess moral virtues in order to exert a positive influence
on their students. Al-Farabi, likewise emphasizing the necessity of teachers’ moral education, refers to the concept of the “Virtuous City”
and argues that teachers must transmit knowledge and wisdom to students in alignment with ethical refinement and moral conduct. He
highlights that moral education should be regarded as a fundamental pillar within the educational process to ensure the development of a
healthy and balanced society. Ultimately, the article concludes that attention to the moral education of teachers constitutes a key element
in improving the quality of educational systems and can contribute to addressing existing societal challenges. Drawing on the theories of
Aristotle and Al-Farabi, effective frameworks can be proposed for shaping moral education in contemporary educational systems.
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Extended Abstract

The moral education of teachers occupies a foundational position in every educational system because it shapes
not only the ethical orientation of instruction but also the deeper normative structure through which learners
interpret responsibility, character, judgment, and social life. In philosophical terms, moral education is not
merely one branch of pedagogy among others; rather, it functions as a constitutive dimension of education
itself, since the formation of character influences how knowledge is received, practiced, and directed toward
human flourishing. Contemporary educational discourse has repeatedly shown that moral formation is
indispensable for both personal development and social cohesion, especially in contexts marked by identity
instability, behavioral disorder, weakened civic trust, and cultural fragmentation (1). Modern theories of moral
education have accordingly developed diverse frameworks, including approaches centered on moral reasoning,
character formation, and care, each of which proposes different goals, methods, and anthropological
assumptions (2). Within this wider field, the moral education of teachers deserves special attention because
teachers do not merely transmit information; they mediate values through presence, conduct, language,
evaluation, and relational practice. Research in educational philosophy and teacher development has
consistently emphasized that teachers influence the moral atmosphere of schools and the emerging identity of
students through both explicit instruction and implicit modeling (3, 16). This makes philosophical reflection
on the ethical status of the teacher especially important, and it is for this reason that the perspectives of Aristotle
and Al-Farabi remain highly significant. Although they belong to distinct intellectual worlds, both thinkers
place moral cultivation at the center of human excellence and regard education as inseparable from the
formation of virtuous persons and ordered communities (9, 19). Their ideas therefore provide a durable
conceptual basis for reconsidering the ethical identity of the teacher in contemporary education.

From the Aristotelian perspective, moral education is rooted in the cultivation of virtue, and virtue itself is
understood as a stable disposition acquired through habituation, practical discipline, and rational guidance.
Avristotle distinguishes between moral virtues, which are formed through repeated action, and intellectual
virtues, which are developed through instruction and reflection, thereby establishing a comprehensive account
of ethical formation that links conduct, judgment, and character (13, 21). In this framework, the teacher
assumes a central role because moral excellence cannot be reduced to abstract theory; it must be embodied,
practiced, and rendered visible within lived relations. Aristotle’s emphasis on habituation implies that students
become virtuous not primarily by hearing ethical propositions but by participating in environments in which
good action is normalized, encouraged, and imitated (9, 22). The teacher, therefore, is not simply an instructor
of rules but an exemplar of measured conduct, self-command, fairness, courage, and practical wisdom. This
view has major implications for teacher education, because it suggests that professional competence without
moral discipline remains incomplete. Studies influenced by Aristotelian educational philosophy have argued
that teachers become ethically effective when they sustain consistent habits of judgment and action that
students can perceive as credible models of human excellence (10, 14). Aristotle’s doctrine of the mean further
deepens this pedagogical insight by showing that moral education requires discernment rather than rigid
formula; teachers must guide students toward balance, not excess or deficiency, and must themselves
exemplify this equilibrium in emotional regulation, authority, and interpersonal conduct (13, 26). Accordingly,
the Aristotelian teacher is a moral practitioner whose authority derives as much from lived virtue as from
intellectual knowledge.

The ethical position of the teacher also emerges in Aristotle through the idea that education is inseparable from
the pursuit of eudaimonia, or flourishing, which is the highest end of human life. Because flourishing depends
upon the proper formation of desire, judgment, and action, the educational process must be designed in a way
that helps learners internalize virtuous habits and learn to take pleasure in what is genuinely good. The teacher’s
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role in this process is fundamentally formative: by structuring experience, evaluating conduct, rewarding
discipline, and establishing a morally intelligible classroom order, the teacher makes ethical development
possible. This is why the moral presence of the teacher matters so profoundly in school life. Educational
research has shown that teachers with stronger ethical orientation are more capable of creating secure,
respectful, and constructive classroom climates in which students develop confidence, social trust, and
receptivity to learning (11, 27). Such teachers also improve the moral quality of schooling by strengthening
responsibility, fairness, and relational integrity in daily practice (7, 12). At the same time, a critical reading of
Avristotle reveals certain limitations. His ethical theory privileges individual virtue and does not sufficiently
attend to structural inequalities, pluralistic societies, and culturally diverse educational settings in the way
contemporary theory demands (15, 28). Even so, the enduring strength of his framework lies in its insistence
that moral education cannot be outsourced to policy language or curricular slogans; it depends upon persons
whose conduct embodies the values education seeks to cultivate. For this reason, Aristotle remains
indispensable to any serious philosophy of teacher ethics, especially when educational systems confront
behavioral crises, instrumentalism, and the erosion of civic and moral purpose (17, 21).

Al-Farabi approaches moral education from a different but complementary angle, grounding it in the
relationship between knowledge, virtue, leadership, and the ordered life of the community. In his vision of the
virtuous city, education is not merely a means of private refinement but a civilizational necessity through which
persons are prepared to contribute to a just and harmonious social order (19, 29). The teacher, therefore,
occupies a role of exceptional importance, since he or she mediates not only information but also moral
direction, intellectual cultivation, and social purpose. Al-Farabi’s account suggests that teachers must combine
wisdom and ethical integrity, because the communication of truth becomes socially fruitful only when it is
joined to virtuous intention and exemplary conduct. This position places heavy emphasis on the moral
responsibility of educators: they are entrusted with shaping future citizens who can sustain human values, civic
order, and moral balance within the wider community (23, 25). Unlike approaches that isolate ethical education
from the social good, Al-Farabi integrates moral pedagogy into a broader political and communal vision in
which education serves the realization of collective excellence. His philosophy therefore gives the teacher a
dual task, both pedagogical and ethical: to cultivate understanding and to orient that understanding toward
worthy ends. This synthesis of knowledge and virtue has strong relevance for contemporary education,
especially in contexts where technical expertise has expanded faster than moral judgment. It also supports the
view that teachers must be educated as ethical agents, not merely as deliverers of content, a position echoed in
modern studies on the moral dimensions of teacher preparation and the cultivation of ethically responsive
classrooms (18, 30).

A comparative reading of Aristotle and Al-Farabi shows that both thinkers treat the teacher as an ethical
exemplar, yet they justify this role through somewhat different philosophical emphases. Aristotle begins from
the formation of the virtuous individual and explains education in terms of habituation, balance, and practical
action, whereas Al-Farabi places stronger emphasis on the social mission of education and the responsibility
of teachers in the construction of a virtuous community (19, 20). Both agree that moral education is
indispensable to a good life and that teachers must embody the virtues they seek to cultivate in students. Both
also reject the reduction of education to mere cognitive transfer, insisting that character and conduct belong to
the core of pedagogy rather than its margins (10, 14). Yet their differences are equally instructive. Aristotle is
more focused on moral habit, moderation, and the acquisition of virtue through practice, while Al-Farabi more
explicitly connects ethics with social order, intellectual guidance, and the ideal structure of communal life (13,
29). In practical terms, this means that an Aristotelian approach may be especially effective in emphasizing
the daily moral discipline of the teacher, whereas a Farabian approach broadens the teacher’s role into one of
social stewardship and ethical leadership. Contemporary educational systems can benefit from the integration
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of both perspectives. The teacher must be personally virtuous, professionally reflective, emotionally
disciplined, and socially responsible. Such integration also helps address major educational concerns such as
student behavioral development, social-emotional growth, ethical school culture, and the transmission of
humane values across generations (4-6). Thus, the dialogue between Aristotle and Al-Farabi remains
philosophically fertile for designing morally serious approaches to teacher education.

In conclusion, the philosophical insights of Aristotle and Al-Farabi demonstrate that the moral education of
teachers is not a peripheral issue but a decisive condition for the integrity and effectiveness of education itself.
A teacher who lacks ethical formation may still transmit information, but cannot fully guide the development
of character, responsibility, or humane judgment in students. Aristotle clarifies that moral growth depends on
habituated virtue and visible exemplarity, while Al-Farabi shows that education must orient human beings
toward an ethically ordered social existence. Taken together, these perspectives reveal that the teacher is both
a formative presence in the life of the learner and a moral force within the wider community. For contemporary
education, this means that teacher preparation should include sustained ethical reflection, cultivation of
virtuous practice, strengthening of social responsibility, and the creation of learning environments in which
moral conduct is lived rather than merely discussed. When teachers are formed as ethical persons as well as
professional educators, schools are better able to nurture students who are intellectually capable, socially
responsible, and morally grounded. The continuing relevance of Aristotle and Al-Farabi lies precisely in this
reminder: education reaches its highest purpose only when it forms character together with understanding, and
when the teacher becomes an authentic model of the good life.
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