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Abstract

The miraculous nature of the Holy Qur’an is not limited to eloquence, rhetoric, or the legislation of rulings; rather, it also manifests
profoundly and effectively in the educational dimension, one of the most significant arenas of which is found in the structure of Qur’anic
narratives. This study aims to elucidate the dimensions of the educational miracle of the Holy Qur’an through an analysis of the structure
of Qur’anic stories, employing a descriptive—analytical method and drawing upon ... Qur’anic sources. In this article, selected Qur’anic
narratives, including the stories of Prophet Joseph, Prophet Moses, and Mary (peace be upon them), are structurally analyzed and the
educational miracle embedded within them is explained. The findings indicate that the structure of Qur’anic stories—characterized by
purposeful selection of scenes, brevity, meaningful repetition, diversity of perspectives, guiding dialogues, and the integration of emotion
and rationality—plays a fundamental role in conveying educational concepts. Such a structure, by presenting concrete models of faith,
patience, trust in God, justice, and responsibility, directs the audience toward moral self-awareness and inner transformation, thereby
actualizing the Qur’an’s miraculous educational function. The harmony between content and structure in Qur’anic narratives has led to
the enduring and universal impact of its educational messages, distinguishing them from mere historical accounts. It can be argued that
Qur’anic narratives are not only a means of transmitting divine knowledge but also among the most fundamental educational mechanisms
of the Qur’an in guiding both individuals and society, and that structural analysis of these narratives can open new horizons for
understanding the educational system of the Holy Qur’an.
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Extended Abstract

The Holy Qur’an is not only a text of eloquence, rhetoric, legislation, and doctrinal guidance, but also a
comprehensive educational discourse whose transformative power is manifested through its distinctive modes
of instruction, purification, moral formation, and social guidance. Among these modes, Qur’anic narratives
occupy a central position because they do not merely recount past events but organize selected historical and
exemplary experiences within a purposeful structure designed to awaken reflection, deepen faith, and guide
conduct. The educational miracle of the Qur’an may therefore be understood as its unparalleled capacity to
shape the human being through language, meaning, affect, reasoning, and practical exemplarity. Qur’anic
stories are not presented as neutral historical reports; rather, they are structured narratives in which scenes,
dialogues, repetitions, omissions, endings, and character developments are arranged in accordance with the
needs of moral and spiritual formation. This study was conducted to explain the educational miracle of the
Qur’an in light of the structure of Qur’anic narratives, with particular attention to the stories of Prophet Joseph,
Prophet Moses, and Mary. The theoretical basis of the study rests on the view that the Qur’an’s educational
function is inseparable from its narrative form, because its stories simultaneously address intellect and emotion,
individual conscience and social responsibility, immediate moral action and ultimate spiritual destiny (7, 8,
10).

Methodologically, the study adopted a descriptive—analytical approach based on recognized Qur’anic and
exegetical sources. The analysis focused on structural elements of Qur’anic storytelling, including purposeful
selection of events, narrative economy, meaningful repetition, dialogical construction, variation in perspective,
affective—rational integration, and guidance-oriented closure. This approach assumes that the educational
meaning of a Qur’anic story is not confined to its explicit moral content but is also embedded in the way the
story is narrated. Classical and contemporary Qur’anic scholars have emphasized that the Qur’an’s stories are
arranged for admonition, guidance, moral purification, and the consolidation of faith, rather than for
chronological documentation alone (2-4). The study therefore examined the selected narratives as structured
educational systems, asking how their internal organization contributes to their transformative power. In this
framework, repetition is not viewed as redundancy but as pedagogical reinforcement; omission is not viewed
as incompleteness but as concentration on the morally decisive moment; dialogue is not merely dramatic
speech but a means of ethical and theological instruction; and narrative closure is not merely literary ending
but a way of directing the reader toward divine wisdom, moral accountability, and spiritual self-awareness (1,
11, 13).

The findings show that the story of Prophet Joseph represents one of the clearest examples of educational
structure in Qur’anic narrative. Its circular organization, beginning with the dream and ending with its
fulfillment, teaches hope, patience, trust in divine promise, and the gradual unfolding of wisdom. The
successive stages of the story—fraternal jealousy, separation, enslavement, moral temptation, imprisonment,
public vindication, political authority, and forgiveness—form a coherent pattern of character formation
through trial. Joseph’s moral development is not presented abstractly; rather, it is embodied in concrete
situations that disclose chastity, patience, sincerity, wisdom, administrative competence, and forgiveness. The
narrative thus educates different audiences at different levels: children learn truthfulness and trust, young
people learn chastity and resistance to temptation, families learn the dangers of jealousy and the value of
reconciliation, and rulers learn justice, competence, and responsibility. The story also links worldly success
with spiritual humility, especially in Joseph’s final prayer, where authority and knowledge culminate not in
self-glorification but in surrender to God. This integration of personal morality, family reform, social
responsibility, and spiritual orientation reveals the educational depth of the narrative structure (7, 10, 12-14).
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The story of Prophet Moses presents another dimension of Qur’anic educational structure: gradual formation
for prophetic responsibility, social reform, and resistance against tyranny. Unlike the story of Joseph, which is
presented continuously in one surah, the story of Moses is distributed across numerous surahs, and this
distribution itself serves a pedagogical function. Each occurrence highlights a different educational aspect:
divine protection in infancy, preservation of faith within a hostile environment, moral refinement during exile,
preparation for mission, confrontation with Pharaoh, leadership of the Children of Israel, management of
collective crisis, and humility before higher knowledge in the encounter with Khidr. The repetition of Moses’
story across the Qur’an does not weaken its effect; rather, it allows the narrative to address multiple contexts
of education: personal trust, prophetic courage, social liberation, communal discipline, resistance to idolatry,
and epistemic humility. Through the contrast between Moses and Pharaoh, the Qur’an dramatizes the conflict
between divine guidance and political arrogance; through the behavior of the Children of Israel, it displays the
challenges of collective moral formation; and through Moses’ search for knowledge, it teaches that even a
prophet is educated through patience, discipline, and recognition of divine wisdom beyond immediate
perception (7, 11, 12, 15-17).

The story of Mary demonstrates the Qur’an’s educational miracle through the structure of spiritual purity,
feminine dignity, trust in God, and steadfastness under social accusation. The narrative begins before Mary’s
birth, with the vow of her mother, and proceeds through her devotional upbringing, divine provision, angelic
encounter, miraculous conception, isolation, childbirth, public accusation, and divine vindication through the
speech of Jesus in infancy. This progression creates a powerful educational model in which family intention,
sacred environment, worship, modesty, crisis, patience, and divine support are connected within one coherent
structure. Mary is not presented merely as a passive figure of sanctity; she is represented as a morally steadfast
and spiritually elevated person whose faith is tested in one of the most difficult social situations imaginable.
The narrative’s educational force lies in showing that chastity, trust, and spiritual dignity are not abstract virtues
but lived realities tested under pressure. By presenting Mary as a model for believers, the Qur’an affirms the
spiritual agency and moral dignity of women and demonstrates that divine education can elevate the human
being through purity, obedience, endurance, and reliance on God. The story also shows how Qur’anic narrative
transforms crisis into instruction, accusation into vindication, and solitude into spiritual distinction (7, 12, 15,
18).

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that the educational miracle of the Qur’an is manifested not only in the
moral content of its stories but also in the structural organization through which those stories are presented.
Qur’anic narratives educate through selection, arrangement, repetition, dialogue, contrast, emotional
engagement, rational reflection, and guidance-oriented closure. The stories of Joseph, Moses, and Mary reveal
that Qur’anic storytelling is a comprehensive educational system that moves the audience from awareness to
belief and from belief to righteous action. Joseph’s story teaches moral self-mastery, patience, forgiveness,
and responsible leadership; Moses’ story teaches courage, social reform, resistance to oppression, communal
education, and humility in knowledge; and Mary’s story teaches purity, trust, dignity, endurance, and spiritual
steadfastness. These narratives show that Qur’anic education is not limited to direct command or doctrinal
statement; it also works through lived models, dramatic situations, and transformative reflection. Therefore,
structural analysis of Qur’anic narratives can open new horizons for understanding Islamic education and can
provide practical foundations for contemporary moral, spiritual, and social educational models.
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