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Abstract

Surah Al-Hamd holds a foundational position in Islamic thought because it opens the Quran, is recited in daily prayers, and contains the
central concepts of divine unity, lordship, mercy, judgment, servitude, reliance, and guidance. This study aims to examine Imam
Khomeini’s interpretation of Surah Al-Hamd and compare it with selected major Islamic commentaries. The research adopts a descriptive,
analytical, and comparative method, focusing on Imam Khomeini’s interpretation alongside exegetical works such as Al-Mizan, Majma‘
al-Bayan, Mafatih al-Ghayb, Al-Safi, Kashf al-Asrar, and Ta’wilat al-Qur’an. The findings indicate that Imam Khomeini’s interpretation
is not merely lexical, transmitted, or theological; rather, it is primarily mystical, educational, and purposive. In his reading, “Bismillah”
signifies the beginning of existence and action through the divine name; “Praise belongs to God” expresses the denial of independent
perfection in anything other than God; “The All-Merciful, the Ever-Merciful” reveals the universal and particular dimensions of divine
mercy; “Master of the Day of Judgment” recalls God’s absolute sovereignty and the reality of resurrection; and “You alone we worship
and You alone we ask for help” represents the realization of servitude and practical monotheism. Furthermore, “Guide us to the straight
path” is interpreted as a request for guidance across all levels of human existence, including intellect, heart, action, and social life. The
study concludes that the main distinction of Imam Khomeini’s interpretation lies in its integration of the outward and inward dimensions
of the Quran, worship and knowledge, mysticism and ethical formation, and Quranic understanding and human transformation. Therefore,
his interpretation of Surah Al-Hamd may be regarded as a significant contemporary model of mystical and educational exegesis in which
understanding the Quran is directly connected to self-purification and the formation of the God-oriented human being.
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Extended Abstract

Surah Al-Hamd occupies a foundational position in Islamic exegetical thought because it functions
simultaneously as the opening chapter of the Quran, the indispensable text of daily prayer, and a compact
expression of the central doctrines of divine unity, lordship, mercy, judgment, servitude, reliance, and
guidance. The history of Quranic exegesis shows that Muslim scholars have approached this surah through
multiple interpretive methods, including lexical, theological, transmitted, rational, mystical, ethical, and
comprehensive approaches. The lexical foundations of interpretation are rooted in the idea that tafsir involves
clarification, disclosure, and the removal of ambiguity from divine speech; this can be traced to classical
linguistic discussions of the root meaning of interpretation as explanation and unveiling (1, 2). In Quranic
sciences, this linguistic sense develops into a disciplined process of discovering the intended meanings and
objectives of revelation, as discussed in classical works on Quranic methodology (4, 6). Within this broad
tradition, Imam Khomeini’s interpretation of Surah Al-Hamd is distinctive because it does not treat the surah
merely as a text for lexical explanation, legal inference, or theological argumentation; rather, it presents the
surah as a spiritual map for human transformation. His exegetical position is grounded in the belief that the
Quran is a book of guidance and human formation, and that the true interpreter must move beyond surface
explanation toward the disclosure of the divine purpose of revelation (9). This perspective makes his
interpretation especially important for comparative study.

The purpose of this study is to examine Imam Khomeini’s interpretation of Surah Al-Hamd and compare it
with selected major Quranic commentaries in order to identify its methodological, conceptual, mystical, and
pedagogical characteristics. The study asks how Imam Khomeini understands the structure and meaning of
Surah Al-Hamd, how his interpretation corresponds with or differs from other exegetical traditions, and why
his reading may be classified as a mystical, ethical, educational, and purposive interpretation. Classical and
contemporary commentaries provide different interpretive models for comparison. Al-Tabarsi’s Majma * al-
Bayan represents a comprehensive exegetical model that integrates lexical, grammatical, transmitted,
theological, and jurisprudential discussions (5). Al-Tabataba’i’s Al-Mizan gives priority to the Quran-by-
Quran method and emphasizes the internal coherence of Quranic meaning (12). Fakhr al-Razi’s Mafatih al-
Ghayb develops extensive rational and theological analysis from the verses of Surah Al-Hamd (7). Fayd
Kashani’s Al-Safi reflects a transmitted Shi‘i approach grounded in narrations (11), while Maybudi and Abd
al-Razzaq Kashani represent mystical and symbolic approaches to Quranic interpretation (13, 14). Against this
background, Imam Khomeini’s interpretation is examined as a distinctive synthesis in which mystical insight,
ethical discipline, spiritual anthropology, and the practical formation of the worshipper converge.

This study uses a descriptive, analytical, and comparative method. It first clarifies the conceptual distinction
between tafsir and ta’wil, because Imam Khomeini’s interpretation cannot be adequately understood without
recognizing the layered nature of Quranic meaning. In classical usage, tafsir is concerned with the explanation
of meaning and the clarification of divine intent, while ta’wil often refers to the return of the expression to its
deeper or ultimate meaning. This distinction is important in mystical exegesis, where the outward wording of
the verse is not rejected but is understood as the gateway to inner meaning. Ma‘rifat’s discussions of
interpretation and interpreters emphasize that tafsir requires disciplined removal of ambiguity and must not be
reduced to arbitrary opinion (17). Khoei similarly distinguishes valid interpretive reasoning from subjective
interpretation by stressing the role of reliable evidence, linguistic principles, and rational criteria (18). The
study then compares Imam Khomeini’s interpretation with other exegetical models by focusing on central
verses of Surah Al-Hamd, including “In the name of God, the All-Merciful, the Ever-Merciful,” “Praise
belongs to God, Lord of the worlds,” “Master of the Day of Judgment,” “You alone we worship and You alone
we ask for help,” and “Guide us to the straight path.” The comparison is not intended to rank the commentaries
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absolutely, but to identify the dominant orientation of each interpretive model. In this framework, Imam
Khomeini’s interpretation is analyzed through his Tafsir Surah al-Hamd, Adab al-Salah, and Sharh Du‘a al-
Sahar, because these works together reveal his understanding of divine names, worship, inner purification,
presence of heart, and the purpose of Quranic guidance (8-10).

The findings indicate that Imam Khomeini interprets Surah Al-Hamd as a complete spiritual itinerary. His
reading of the opening formula centers on the metaphysical and mystical significance of the divine name. For
him, “Bismillah” is not only a formula of recitation but an ontological declaration that all acts, movements,
and perfections arise through divine manifestation (8). This approach differs from commentaries that primarily
examine whether the formula is part of the surah, how it functions in recitation, or what narrations indicate
about its virtue, although these questions are central in transmitted and comprehensive exegesis (5, 11). His
interpretation of “Praise belongs to God, Lord of the worlds” transforms the concept of praise into a doctrine
of spiritual vision: true praise belongs only to God because all beauty, perfection, and existence ultimately
derive from Him. This view intersects with theological discussions of praise and gratitude found in Fakhr al-
Razi (7), but Imam Khomeini reorients the matter toward purification from self-centeredness. His reading of
“The All-Merciful, the Ever-Merciful” relates divine mercy to the levels of universal and particular grace, in
a way that resonates with classical distinctions between divine mercy as general and special (23, 24). However,
his main concern is not lexical classification but the transformation of the worshipper’s inner awareness. His
reading of ““You alone we worship and You alone we ask for help” is especially central: it marks the transition
from speaking about God to addressing God, and it exposes the difference between formal worship and true
servitude. This reading is close to the dialogical structure identified by Al-Tabataba’i (12), but Imam Khomeini
emphasizes the existential struggle against egoism, hidden polytheism, and reliance on anything other than
God (9).

The comparative analysis shows that Imam Khomeini’s interpretation shares important elements with earlier
exegetical traditions while also giving them a distinct spiritual orientation. Like comprehensive commentators,
he recognizes the importance of language, transmitted knowledge, and interpretive discipline; like mystical
commentators, he recognizes the inner dimensions of Quranic meaning; like ethical interpreters, he
understands the Quran as a guide for moral reform; and like socially conscious modern interpreters, he does
not reduce religion to private ritual. Yet the center of his interpretation remains the formation of the human
being before God. Motahhari’s view of the Quran as a book of guidance and human development helps
illuminate the broader intellectual environment in which such a reading becomes meaningful (15). Taleghani’s
socially engaged interpretation also shows that modern Quranic readings often seek to recover the practical
and transformative role of revelation in human life (16). However, Imam Khomeini’s contribution lies in the
way he unites mystical metaphysics and practical worship. His interpretation of Surah Al-Hamd does not
separate the doctrine of divine unity from prayer, nor does it separate prayer from ethical self-purification. In
this sense, his work differs from purely rational or theological exegesis, because it does not treat the surah
primarily as a field for speculative debate. It also differs from merely symbolic mystical exegesis, because it
continually returns inner meaning to worship, discipline, and servitude. The straight path, in this reading, is
not only correct belief or formal religious belonging; it is the balanced and God-oriented transformation of the
intellect, heart, action, and social orientation of the human being (8, 20). Therefore, Imam Khomeini’s
interpretation may be understood as a purposive exegesis in which the meaning of the text is inseparable from
the divine aim of guiding and transforming the human person.

This study concludes that Imam Khomeini’s interpretation of Surah Al-Hamd represents a distinctive model
of contemporary Quranic exegesis in which mystical insight, ethical discipline, spiritual anthropology, and
practical worship are integrated into a unified interpretive framework. His reading does not deny the value of
linguistic, transmitted, rational, or theological commentary, but it places all such elements within the larger
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aim of divine guidance and human formation. Surah Al-Hamd, in this view, is not merely the opening chapter
of the Quran or a required component of prayer; it is a complete map of servitude, beginning with the divine
name, moving through praise, mercy, judgment, worship, and reliance, and culminating in the request for
guidance to the straight path. The main distinction of Imam Khomeini’s interpretation lies in its insistence that
Quranic understanding must transform the reader. Meaning is not complete when it is explained; it becomes
complete when it reforms the heart, corrects the direction of worship, removes ego-centeredness, and leads the
human being toward sincere dependence on God. Thus, his interpretation of Surah Al-Hamd can be regarded
as a living model of purposive, mystical, and educational exegesis that remains significant for contemporary
Quranic studies, Islamic spirituality, and the theory of religious interpretation.
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