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Abstract

This study was conducted with the aim of extracting, analyzing, and systematizing the philosophical components of ikhlas (sincerity and
purity of intention for God) from the perspective of Allameh Mohammad-Taqi Mesbah-Yazdi through the use of qualitative content
analysis and an inductive categorization system. The findings indicate that, within his intellectual framework, ikhlas is grounded in ethical
realism and can be explained across four philosophical domains. In the ontological domain, the components of “God-centeredness and the
negation of polytheism,” “the existential poverty of human beings and the intrinsic ownership of the Necessary Being,” and “the
annihilation of contingent will within the Divine Will” introduce ikhlas as the only rational path for harmonization with the order of
creation. In the epistemological domain, the components of “the inseparability of knowledge and inner purification,” “the presential
unveiling of Truth,” and “ikhlas as the criterion of epistemic truthfulness” reveal the dialectical relationship between cognition and
sincerity. In the anthropological domain, the components of “the greater struggle against the self,” “human free will and responsibility,”
and “spiritual freedom” portray ikhlas as the highest manifestation of free will and the path toward liberation from servitude to anything
other than God. In the domain of axiology and teleology, the components of “proximity to God as the ultimate end,” “the beatific vision
of God and pure life,” and “ikhlas as the condition for the acceptance of deeds” determine the ultimate purpose and absolute value of
sincere action. The analysis of these components demonstrates that they constitute a coherent and hierarchical network: ontological
foundations function as the groundwork, epistemological foundations as the instrument, anthropological foundations as the context of
realization, and axiological foundations as the ultimate direction and end. This conceptual system relocates ikhlas from the margins to the
center of theorization within the philosophy of Islamic education and redefines “education” as a process of “existential becoming toward
proximity to God through the cultivation of pure intention.” The educational implications of this framework may be delineated at three
levels: at the foundational level, a transition toward an existential and ikhlas-centered approach; at the level of objectives and principles,
the designation of “the vision of God” as the supreme goal alongside principles such as the primacy of self-purification and the
monotheistic orientation of motivations; and at the level of methods and evaluation, the design of practices such as intention monitoring
and process-oriented assessment of sincerity. This study paves the way for the development of novel educational models whose principal
aim is the cultivation of sincere and spiritually free human beings.

Keywords: ikhlas, philosophical components, Allameh Mohammad-Taqi Mesbah-Yazdi, philosophy of Islamic education, ethical realism,
proximity to God, qualitative content analysis.

How to cite: Ghasemi, H., Rahmani, J., & Shamshiri, M. R. (2026). Explaining the Philosophical Components of Ikhlas with Emphasis on the Views of Allameh Mohammad-
Taqi Mesbah-Yazdi. Sharia, Philosophy and Ethics, 4(2), 1-23.

Submit Date: 26 January 2026
Revise Date: 03 May 2026
Accept Date: 10 May 2026

Publish Date: 22 June 2026

©. [TBCH © 2026 the authors. This is an open access article under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial
4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0) License.



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

ST 9 daudd o g

Extended Abstract

Ikhlas, understood as sincerity and purification of intention for God, is one of the central virtues in Islamic
ethics and education; however, in the philosophical thought of Allameh Mohammad-Taqi Mesbah Yazdj, it is
not reducible to a merely moral, devotional, or psychological state. Rather, it is grounded in a coherent
philosophical system that connects ontology, epistemology, anthropology, axiology, and teleology. The
present study aimed to extract, analyze, and systematize the philosophical components of ikhlas in Mesbah
Yazdi’s thought and to clarify its implications for the philosophy of Islamic education. Previous studies have
examined sincerity in relation to intention, ostentation, religious education, spiritual peace, mystical
interpretation, and ethical value, but they have generally focused on moral, textual, or educational dimensions
rather than developing a structured philosophical model of ikhlas (1-10). Although recent works have analyzed
the components, consequences, and obstacles of sincerity in the thought of Allameh Mohammad-Taqi Jafari,
the philosophical components of ikhlas in the thought of Mesbah Yazdi have not been systematically organized
within the framework of Islamic educational philosophy (11, 12). Therefore, the central problem of this research
was to determine how ikhlas, as a foundational virtue, can be explained through the philosophical architecture
of Mesbah Yazdi’s thought and how its components can be converted into theoretical foundations for Islamic
education.

Methodologically, the study was conducted through qualitative content analysis and an inductive
categorization system. The corpus consisted of selected written works of Allameh Mesbah Yazdi related to
Islamic ethics, philosophical anthropology, epistemology, theology, moral realism, self-purification, divine
proximity, and Islamic education. The analysis proceeded by identifying explicit and implicit propositions
concerning ikhlas, intention, divine unity, existential dependence, free will, self-purification, divine
knowledge, moral value, and ultimate human perfection. These propositions were then coded, compared,
grouped, and interpreted within four philosophical domains: ontology, epistemology, anthropology, and
axiology/teleology. The study treated ikhlas not as an isolated devotional quality, but as a philosophical
construct rooted in the objective relation between human action and final perfection. This approach is
consistent with Mesbah Yazdi’s moral realism, according to which ethical values are not merely subjective
preferences, social conventions, or emotional expressions, but objective relations between voluntary action
and the ultimate perfection of the human being (31, 35). Accordingly, ikhlas was examined as the condition
that gives moral and existential value to action, because only a purified intention directed toward God can
transform outward behavior into a means of existential ascent and divine proximity (13, 16).

The findings in the ontological domain showed that ikhlas rests on three fundamental components: God-
centeredness and the negation of all degrees of shirk, the intrinsic ownership of the Necessary Being and the
existential poverty of contingent beings, and the annihilation of contingent will in the Divine Will. In this
framework, ikhlas is grounded in tawhid and represents the inner truth of monotheistic faith; it is not merely
verbal confession but the purification of belief and action from every trace of self-centeredness, ostentation,
and dependence on anything other than God (23, 25). The ontological basis of ikhlas also lies in the human
being’s existential dependence on God. Since all existence, capacities, and perfections are received from the
Necessary Being, directing action toward anything other than God constitutes a kind of ontological
contradiction; the contingent being has no independent ownership or efficacy and therefore cannot serve as the
ultimate end of human action (19, 20, 26). This ontological reading also explains why ostentation is rooted in
an erroneous view of reality: the ostentatious person attributes independent causal value to people, social
praise, or worldly status, whereas true tawhid al-af*al requires recognizing God as the only independent source
of influence (21). Thus, ikhlas becomes the rational and existentially necessary alignment of human will with
the real order of being.



Yc)lb.:a & 0398

The epistemological findings indicated that ikhlas is inseparable from knowledge, inner purification, and the
unveiling of truth. Three components were identified in this domain: the mutual implication of divine
knowledge and inner purity, the presential disclosure of God in the domain of fitrah, and ikhlas as a criterion
of epistemic truthfulness. According to Mesbah Yazdi, the degree of sincerity depends on the depth of one’s
knowledge and love of God; the more complete the knowledge of God becomes, the more purified and God-
oriented the intention becomes (34). At the same time, inner purification and sincere devotion prepare the soul
for deeper knowledge, because spiritual discipline, worship, and sincerity remove the veils that obstruct the
perception of divine realities (24, 25). In this sense, ikhlas is both the fruit of knowledge and the condition for
higher knowledge. The study also showed that, in Mesbah Yazdi’s epistemology, the highest form of ikhlas is
linked to presential knowledge, where the human being does not merely infer dependence on God conceptually,
but directly witnesses existential poverty and divine lordship (22, 32). Therefore, ikhlas functions as an
epistemic purifier: it enables the distinction between truth and falsehood, protects the believer from deception
and doubt, and opens the heart to wisdom and insight (24, 27). From this perspective, religious knowledge
without sincerity remains incomplete, and action without sincerity remains a form without truth.

The anthropological and axiological findings demonstrated that ikhlas is meaningful only within a specific
understanding of the human being as a free, responsible, two-dimensional, perfection-seeking creature. In the
anthropological domain, the study identified the two-dimensional nature of the human being and the greater
struggle against the self, human free will and responsibility, and spiritual freedom from servitude to anything
other than God. Mesbah Yazdi’s anthropology presents the human being as a creature composed of material
and immaterial dimensions, endowed with fitrah, free will, and the capacity for existential becoming (35, 36).
Ikhlas is therefore the highest expression of free will, because the sincere person freely chooses God over ego,
social approval, worldly gain, and lower desires (19, 28). In the axiological and teleological domain, the study
identified divine proximity as the ultimate end of ikhlas, liga’ Allah and pure life as its supreme existential
outcome, and acceptance of deeds and eternal felicity as dependent on sincerity. In Mesbah Yazdi’s moral
philosophy, the value of action depends not only on its outward goodness, but also on the purity of the agent’s
intention; ikhlas supplies the husn fa‘ili, or agent-based moral beauty, that gives action its true ethical and
existential worth (13, 31). Hence, without ikhlas, even externally admirable deeds lack the spiritual capacity to
elevate the soul, whereas a sincere action becomes a real cause of divine proximity and eternal felicity (34,
37).

In conclusion, the study showed that the philosophical components of ikhlas in Mesbah Yazdi’s thought form
a coherent hierarchical network rather than a set of scattered ethical notions. Ontological foundations provide
the groundwork by showing that God alone is the independent source of being, ownership, causality, and
perfection. Epistemological foundations explain how the human being comes to recognize this truth through
reason, revelation, inner purification, and presential awareness. Anthropological foundations clarify why
ikhlas is possible and necessary for the human being as a free, responsible, self-transcending creature.
Axiological and teleological foundations then determine the final direction of this process by defining divine
proximity, pure life, and ultimate felicity as the goal of sincere action. The educational implications of this
model are significant: Islamic education must move beyond outward behavior modification and mere cognitive
instruction toward the cultivation of purified intention, existential self-knowledge, responsible freedom, and
God-centered motivation. In this model, education is redefined as the process of existential becoming toward
divine proximity through the formation of sincere intention. The study therefore offers a conceptual framework
for designing Islamic educational models in which the formation of sincere, spiritually free, and God-oriented
human beings becomes the central aim of teaching, training, evaluation, and moral development.
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