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Abstract

Khwaja Rashid al-Din Fadl Allah Hamadani, the renowned vizier of Ghazan Khan and Oljaitii, was one of the figures who played a highly
significant role in the expansion of educational, religious, and charitable institutions in thirteenth- and fourteenth-century Iran. What
distinguished him was his precise planning for the establishment of a sustainable endowment system, including the construction of
buildings such as schools and mosques together with the provision of permanent financial support for them. His programs pursued
objectives such as strengthening culture and knowledge through the establishment of educational centers, promoting Islam and Shiism
during a period when the Ilkhanids had recently converted to Islam, creating urban infrastructure and increasing the legitimacy of the
llkhanid state, and ensuring sustainable financial support for schools, mosques, and even urban services through endowments. Khwaja
Rashid al-Din’s attention to the establishment of schools and mosques through endowments was not merely a charitable act; rather, it laid
the foundation for a form of sustainable cultural management that remained a model for the scientific and religious development of Iran
for centuries. Rashid al-Din regarded endowment as an instrument for promoting Islam and religious education, expanding rational and
religious sciences in llkhanid Iran, and strengthening the legitimacy of the Ilkhanid government among Muslim communities. His
endowments were not limited to architectural or developmental functions, but also had cultural and political functions. Rashid al-Din
adopted an integrated and scholarly approach in constructing public-benefit buildings, combining the mosque, school, library, and hospital
within a single complex; financing all sections through the revenues of endowed properties; and precisely defining the duties of
administrators, teachers, students, and service staff. This structure is considered a major innovation in the history of Iranian architecture
and endowment management.
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Extended Abstract

The institution of waqf constituted one of the most influential financial and civilizational foundations in the
history of Islamic societies, particularly during periods of scientific flourishing when educational, medical,
religious, and charitable institutions were sustained through endowed properties and organized systems of
public benefaction. Among the most remarkable manifestations of this institution in the llkhanid period was
the monumental complex of Rab‘-i Rashidi established by Rashid al-Din Fadl Allah Hamadani in Tabriz.
Constructed in the aftermath of the Mongol invasions, when large parts of Iran’s cultural, political, and urban
infrastructure had been devastated, the complex represented an ambitious project of scientific revival, religious
consolidation, urban reconstruction, and social welfare. Rashid al-Din viewed wagf not merely as a charitable
or architectural mechanism but as an integrated instrument for rebuilding Islamic civilization, strengthening
religious education, promoting rational and transmitted sciences, and consolidating the legitimacy of the newly
Islamized Ilkhanid state among Muslim populations. The Rab‘-i Rashidi therefore functioned simultaneously
as a university, hospital, religious center, residential city, industrial quarter, and welfare institution sustained
through an extraordinarily sophisticated waqf administration system (1, 11, 13). The study investigates the
intellectual foundations, institutional structure, financial mechanisms, educational organization, social
services, and political significance of the wagf system established by Rashid al-Din and examines how this
model transformed the relationship between knowledge, governance, religion, and public welfare in the
Ilkhanid world. The article further argues that Rab‘-i Rashidi represented one of the earliest systematically
organized educational and welfare complexes in the medieval Islamic world, combining long-term financial
sustainability with centralized administrative supervision and international scholarly recruitment (4, 5, 12).
One of the most important dimensions of Rashid al-Din’s civilizational project was the reconstruction of
religious and educational institutions after the destruction caused by the Mongol invasions. Mosques, schools,
khangahs, hospitals, libraries, and public service institutions were restored or newly established in order to
revive both religious life and intellectual activity throughout Ilkhanid Iran. Mosques functioned not merely as
places of worship but also as centers of political legitimacy, public communication, legal guidance, and social
organization. Friday sermons proclaimed the authority of rulers, public policy was communicated through
mosque platforms, and religious scholars mobilized society in defense of political and military objectives (1,
2). Educational institutions likewise became critical instruments for shaping ideological and intellectual life.
Schools taught jurisprudence, theology, medicine, mathematics, astronomy, philosophy, and other sciences,
while khangahs increasingly reflected the growing influence of Sufism and the emergence of more tolerant
religious attitudes within llkhanid society (5, 6). The reforms initiated during the reign of Ghazan Khan and
administered by Rashid al-Din created conditions of administrative stability and economic security that
facilitated scientific and urban expansion. Historical sources emphasize the extraordinary intellectual curiosity
of Ghazan Khan himself, whose interests extended to medicine, chemistry, astronomy, languages, crafts, urban
planning, and religious thought (8, 13). Within this atmosphere of reconstruction, Rab‘-i Rashidi emerged as
a comprehensive scholarly city where rational sciences, religious education, medical instruction, manuscript
production, and charitable services operated within a unified institutional framework. Rashid al-Din’s policies
also reflected a conscious attempt to reconcile transmitted religious sciences with philosophy and rational
inquiry, thereby preserving intellectual plurality within a state-sponsored Islamic framework (7, 15).

The organizational structure of Rab‘-i Rashidi demonstrates an exceptionally advanced model of medieval
educational administration. The complex included specialized schools for Qur’anic sciences, hadith,
jurisprudence, philosophy, mathematics, medicine, and other intellectual disciplines, each administered
through clearly defined hierarchies of professors, assistants, supervisors, librarians, and financial managers.
Rashid al-Din established detailed regulations regarding admissions, residency, salaries, curriculum, student
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discipline, and duration of study (11). Students were selected according to intellectual aptitude and directed
toward appropriate fields of specialization in rational or transmitted sciences. Residency in the institution was
generally limited to five years, and students who demonstrated negligence or lack of scholarly commitment
could be replaced. Teachers received differentiated salaries depending on their fields of expertise, with
instructors in rational sciences often receiving significantly higher compensation than instructors of religious
sciences, indicating Rashid al-Din’s substantial support for mathematics, logic, philosophy, and related
disciplines (14, 17). The educational environment resembled an organized university system in which scholars,
physicians, Qur’an reciters, jurists, and students from various regions of the Islamic world lived in designated
quarters and received continuous financial support through waqf revenues. Sources describe the presence of
hundreds of scholars and thousands of students residing either inside Rab‘-i Rashidi or elsewhere in Tabriz
under institutional sponsorship (11, 12). The complex further incorporated Dar al-Qur’an, Dar al-Hadith,
libraries containing thousands of manuscripts, and teaching hospitals where medical students trained directly
under experienced physicians from China, India, Egypt, and other regions. This integration of practical
instruction with theoretical education reflected a highly sophisticated pedagogical philosophy in which
scientific learning, ethical training, and social service operated simultaneously within a centralized
administrative structure (15, 21).

The economic foundations of Rab‘-i Rashidi reveal one of the most extensive waqgf systems in medieval Islamic
history. Rashid al-Din endowed enormous agricultural lands, villages, gardens, workshops, livestock herds,
markets, mills, baths, caravanserais, industrial facilities, and commercial enterprises to ensure the financial
independence of the institution (11). The waqf revenues supported educational activities, hospitals, poor relief,
salaries, urban maintenance, manuscript production, and public services. Detailed records indicate the
endowment of thousands of palm trees, large agricultural estates in various provinces, flocks of sheep, cattle,
poultry farms, vineyards, orchards, and industrial workshops such as paper manufacturing, textile production,
and dyeing facilities (14, 20). Rashid al-Din established careful financial regulations governing tenancy,
agricultural management, maintenance expenditures, and the allocation of surplus income. He prohibited long-
term leasing arrangements that could threaten the integrity of endowed properties and warned against granting
wagf lands to politically powerful elites whose influence might undermine institutional stability (11). The wagf
administration itself operated through a hierarchical bureaucratic system supervised by judges, inspectors,
administrators, accountants, and trustees responsible for preserving both financial accountability and legal
legitimacy (3). The revenues generated through these endowments funded not only Rab‘-i Rashidi but also
schools, hospitals, mosques, and charitable institutions in other cities. Historical sources record annual
expenditures involving massive quantities of bread, meat, wages, clothing, medicines, and welfare provisions
distributed among scholars, students, physicians, widows, travelers, and the poor (1, 11). Such financial
sophistication demonstrates that Rashid al-Din envisioned waqf as a permanent institutional mechanism
capable of sustaining scientific and social development independently of short-term political fluctuations.
Rab‘-i Rashidi also performed an essential social and humanitarian role within llkhanid society through its
comprehensive welfare institutions. The complex included hospitals, pharmacies, guest houses, poorhouses,
kitchens, public baths, and charitable distribution systems designed to support vulnerable populations while
simultaneously facilitating scientific and medical advancement. The Dar al-Shifa provided free medical
treatment not only to residents and workers but also to travelers and ordinary citizens on designated days (11).
Physicians collaborated closely with pharmacists, and medical education was directly integrated into clinical
practice through supervised instruction. Rashid al-Din established strict professional criteria for physicians,
emphasizing religious integrity, scientific competence, moral conduct, and practical expertise (21). The
institution also provided funeral expenses for impoverished individuals and organized systematic food
distribution for the poor through Dar al-Masakin, where hundreds of individuals received daily meals under
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regulated conditions (11). Scholars, jurists, Qur’an reciters, Sufis, and students received stipends, clothing
allowances, housing, and household provisions, allowing them to dedicate themselves fully to intellectual
activity. The library system further reflected Rashid al-Din’s commitment to cultural preservation and
knowledge dissemination. The libraries contained thousands of Qur’ans, rare manuscripts, scientific treatises,
histories, literary works, and philosophical texts collected from Iran, Egypt, India, China, Anatolia, and Central
Asia (13). The cosmopolitan composition of the scholarly community demonstrates that Rab‘-i Rashidi
functioned as an international intellectual center rather than merely a regional institution. By combining social
welfare with scholarship, Rashid al-Din created a model in which scientific production, public health, religious
education, and urban administration reinforced one another within a unified charitable infrastructure (3, 9).
The wagf system established by Rashid al-Din ultimately represented a comprehensive vision of Islamic
governance in which religion, science, social welfare, urban development, and political legitimacy were
integrated into a single institutional order. Rab‘-i Rashidi was not simply an educational foundation or
charitable complex but a sophisticated experiment in civilizational reconstruction after one of the most
destructive periods in Iranian history. Its institutional design anticipated many features associated with later
universities, hospitals, research centers, and welfare states, including permanent endowments, organized
curricula, residential academic communities, international scholarly recruitment, administrative specialization,
and structured financial oversight. The destruction of the complex after the execution of Rashid al-Din in 1318
and the subsequent political conflicts that devastated his institutions reflected the vulnerability of even the
most advanced intellectual projects to factional rivalry, sectarian hostility, and political instability.
Nevertheless, the memory of Rab‘-i Rashidi survived as one of the greatest examples of scientific patronage
and institutional planning in Islamic civilization. Its legacy demonstrates how the waqf institution could
transcend simple charity and become a mechanism for producing knowledge, organizing society, supporting
public health, and preserving cultural continuity across generations. The experience of Rab‘-i Rashidi further
illustrates that sustainable scientific development in the medieval Islamic world depended not only on
intellectual creativity but also on carefully constructed administrative systems capable of securing long-term
financial independence, attracting scholarly talent, and integrating education with broader social welfare
objectives.
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