Sle> pli Slgy sbur p ASTH b Sy sonis T fudowi :0le> oy T 9 by girgo

Ol 05 ¢ adhe olils ¢ oDl U plas (g pos (55573 (6 el Gl e 550
Ol 05 ¢ b adte ol (gl oaSCtils ¢ ool U jlas 05,5 3l sit031 3 pem ol ¥
Ot e g5 ¢ oLl asdle ol&sils Ll aaSltils ¢ oDl Coplan 09 SoLtils 1 S350 N S e ¥

Ol 05 ¢ bl adle oKl gl 0aSils ey 5 0T 3 poke 03,8 ealad 1isisl gyl e F

hasanzadeh@atu.ac.ir :J s st 5 Jous! =

S

Ol Gl Rl S Wt s oo e J 1 O e g0 s 5 48 87 15 kT 5 4558 ¢ S 3 (ol oo SV o5 4T 53 olan Ol
03,5 Jds sz T Slalllas 5 Sl psle Slesdsn p Fte S (G 415 Olg o T alieas 05 (slay 5 i85l 5 aomecon § el cline
Sl gl 3 cpl p aadllan pl 3l o Sler ol oy T s (Sl S pilgn S B () 4 lag ot Ty o (63,80, b 5l sy
St 4 Ol Ui 5 Slezr S b o T b (1 Solomin 5 el sl Sk e Lo T (o370 50T b (et e S
Ot Gler dhaz 51 eOlgz 0T 2 30 (Slaliny o Fter e 3 o oy 2 Sl (o 5 (o s ol (a0 T (6 Glio el clily 1 5o T e
e ST acd o gige 5 s s OLE tass slaadl s 8 ow a5 23 ot 5l ekt yoke Ol o oyl 014t (S
ez momen a3 4 5aVsle 5 S(ssme slods T g 535 g0 o A 1y ooty 25U W15 o0 o Gler o S 5 b llasl ¢ gl s S5
2> oallan 01 TS das oo 0L s 28 8 15 o )50 (53gn Slem o GRS 5 syime SIS (i ol el oL o515 Jolh ol (g 5l
Iy glay aV¥slel ool bu a5 OLLSH b oo oo Slg> o 53 Sl Sl S 5 CiMie 1y gime (Il 0T 3 S Cl (o T (g 9ukge 4io L
AS

gz oelis T o ool Il ¢ ilgzm Sk s 3730 ylicw ¢ Mg Loy T e pred o pebges 2 OB 51 guls”

Sl ol bl ASTE L Gl s30T o 0l 0T 5 gmed S segs (VP40 . s <551, Sl s e (S LN wplle aljme ca) (Sl i [ AOSLIT ogai
A=Y V) F O 5 i s

VEF 63 Y bl 56
VO 355,510 6 K3k 56
VO 355 3 WY i

VO gyl ol 06

el 45 8 sy 50 (CC BY-NC 4.0) o158 b sollas 33T o s oy oo dlin ol 5LES1 sl 0t 55 40 Glaio lin ol 5L251 G i oled nc.o a


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

Shi‘a Mahdism and the Future of the World: A Futures Studies Analysis with
Emphasis on Global Order Scenarios

1. Zahra Z Qlijkhani: PhD Student in Islamic Studies, Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran

2. Saleh Hassanzadeh*: Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Faculty of Theology, Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran

3. Ali Karbalai Pazouki: Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Faculty of Theology, Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran

4. Mohsen Ghasempour Rawandi: Professor, Department of Quran and Hadith Sciences, Faculty of Theology, Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran

*Corresponding Author’s Email: hasanzadeh@atu.ac.ir

Abstract

The contemporary world is experiencing profound political, technological, cultural, and civilizational transformations, while crises such
as the decline of liberal legitimacy, the expansion of global inequality, environmental insecurity, identity fragmentation, and the return of
religion to the public sphere have made the future of world order a central issue in humanities and futures studies. This study adopts an
analytical and futures-oriented approach to examine the capacity of Shi‘a Mahdism for interpreting the future of global order. The article
is based on the assumption that Shi‘a Mahdism is not merely a theological or eschatological doctrine, but also a civilizational and normative
framework for understanding the future of history, global justice, and human transformation. Accordingly, the theoretical foundations of
futures studies, scenario building, and global order are first discussed, followed by an analysis of major global trends shaping the future,
including the globalization of risk, networked power, the crisis of modernity, the return of religion, and identity transformations. The
findings indicate that Shi‘a Mahdism, through its emphasis on universal justice, divine guidance, active expectation, and righteous global
governance, provides an alternative framework for criticizing the existing order and imagining a more spiritual and just future. The study
also analyzes four major scenarios: the continuation of domination, multipolar order, spiritual transition, and the realization of a Mahdist
global order. The results demonstrate that the preferable future in Mahdist thought is one in which justice, spirituality, rationality, and
human dignity are realized on a global scale, and humanity is liberated from oppressive and unjust structures.
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Extended Abstract

This article examines Shi‘a Mahdism as a futures-oriented theological and civilizational framework for
interpreting the future of the world with special emphasis on possible scenarios of global order. The central
problem of the study is that contemporary debates on global futures are often dominated by secular theories of
modernization, liberal progress, civilizational conflict, global risk, and world-system transformation, while the
eschatological and normative resources of Islamic thought, particularly Shi‘a Mahdism, remain insufficiently
integrated into futures studies. The present global order is marked by a convergence of structural inequality,
ecological insecurity, technological acceleration, crisis of meaning, geopolitical fragmentation, and weakening
confidence in liberal universalism. The idea that liberal democracy represents the final horizon of political
development has been increasingly challenged by the persistence of conflict, inequality, identity politics, and
civilizational tension (3). Similarly, the interpretation of global politics through civilizational conflict
highlights the renewed significance of religion and culture in shaping world affairs (4), yet it does not fully
account for religious visions that imagine justice, unity, and moral transformation beyond conflict. From
another perspective, world-systems analysis reveals the unequal structure of global capitalism and the
hierarchical relationship between core and periphery (5), while the theory of world risk society shows that
modernity produces global dangers that exceed national borders and institutional capacities (2). Against this
background, Shi‘a Mahdism is approached in this article not merely as a doctrine of end-time expectation, but
as a comprehensive horizon of historical hope, ethical responsibility, justice-centered governance, and
civilizational transformation.

The theoretical framework of the article is grounded in the intersection of futures studies, theories of global
order, and Shi‘a theology of Mahdism. Futures studies does not treat the future as a single predetermined path;
rather, it investigates possible, probable, and preferable futures in order to illuminate choices in the present
(8). This approach is particularly relevant to Mahdism because the Mahdist imagination is not reducible to
passive anticipation; it contains a normative vision of a just world and therefore functions as a framework for
evaluating existing and emerging orders. Critical futures studies emphasizes that futures are shaped by deep
cultural narratives, worldviews, metaphors, and civilizational assumptions (10). In this respect, Shi‘a Mahdism
may be understood as one of the deep civilizational narratives through which the Muslim world, and
specifically Shi‘a thought, conceptualizes the direction, crisis, and ultimate transformation of history. The
literature on Islamic futures also indicates that Muslim societies require indigenous and value-based modes of
future imagination rather than merely importing secular Western scenarios (16). Therefore, the article situates
Mahdism within a broader debate about normative futures, arguing that the Mahdist horizon can contribute to
a distinct Islamic futures discourse. This discourse does not deny empirical analysis of global trends, but
interprets those trends through concepts such as justice, divine guidance, moral preparation, spiritual decline,
resistance to oppression, and the possibility of a universal order grounded in truth and ethical responsibility.
Methodologically, the article adopts a qualitative, analytical, and scenario-based design. It first identifies the
major conceptual elements of Shi‘a Mahdism, including occultation, expectation, divine leadership, universal
justice, moral responsibility, and the eventual establishment of a righteous global order. It then examines major
global megatrends that are likely to affect the future of world order, including the relative decline of Western
hegemony, the rise of networked power, technological governance, the crisis of liberal legitimacy, global
inequality, environmental risk, identity fragmentation, and the return of religion to the public sphere. The
analysis draws on the view that power in the contemporary world is increasingly organized through
informational networks, media flows, and technological infrastructures (1), while modern social life is marked
by liquidity, instability, and weakened durable bonds (11). The study also considers the crisis of modern
identity and the difficulty faced by non-Western societies in defining their future in relation to modernity,
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tradition, and civilizational self-understanding (23). Within this framework, scenario construction is used not
as prediction, but as an interpretive method for organizing uncertainty and clarifying alternative futures. The
article develops several broad scenarios of global order: the continuation of domination and global crisis, the
emergence of multipolar civilizational competition, a spiritual and justice-oriented transition, the realization
of a Mahdist global order, and a prolonged condition of civilizational suspension. These scenarios are assessed
in relation to the normative criteria of Shi‘a Mahdism.

The analysis shows that the first scenario, the continuation of domination and global crisis, reflects the
persistence of global structures built upon inequality, instrumental rationality, surveillance, militarization, and
the concentration of power. In this scenario, technological progress does not necessarily produce justice;
instead, it may intensify control and deepen human alienation. Such a scenario resonates with critiques of
modernity that identify the loss of sacred meaning as a central feature of modern crisis (12). From a Mahdist
perspective, this scenario represents the persistence of an unjust order that must be morally and spiritually
challenged. The second scenario, multipolar civilizational competition, may weaken unipolar domination, but
it does not automatically produce justice. It can simply replace one configuration of power with another unless
the logic of domination itself is overcome. The third scenario, spiritual and justice-oriented transition, is more
closely aligned with the preparatory dimension of Mahdism, because it assumes that global crises may awaken
deeper consciousness, ethical responsibility, and desire for universal justice. The idea that human futures
require an evolution of consciousness supports the claim that transformation must be inward as well as
institutional (21). The fourth scenario, the Mahdist global order, represents the preferable and normative future
in Shi‘a thought: a universal order characterized by justice, spiritual guidance, security, moral renewal, and
the end of oppressive structures. The fifth scenario, civilizational suspension, describes a prolonged state in
which global society remains caught between crisis and transformation, neither fully collapsing nor achieving
a just alternative.

The article further argues that Shi‘a Mahdism offers a distinctive understanding of global justice because it
integrates political, spiritual, moral, and epistemic dimensions. In Shi‘a thought, the Imam is not merely a
political ruler but a divinely guided figure whose authority is connected to knowledge, truth, and spiritual
guidance (15). The doctrine of the Mahdi in Twelver Shi‘ism is therefore tied to the question of legitimate
leadership and the ultimate realization of justice in history (6). The broader Shi‘a tradition also understands
Imamate as a continuing principle of guidance, not simply as a historical institution (13). This gives Mahdism
a depth that secular theories of global governance often lack: it does not reduce order to administrative
efficiency, institutional coordination, or balance of power, but links order to truth, justice, and human
perfection. The political dimension of Islamic governance also emphasizes that government must serve justice
and divine ethical purposes rather than mere domination (19). At the same time, the article stresses that
Mahdism should not be interpreted through extremism, fatalism, or passive withdrawal. The Islamic principle
of moderation provides an important corrective against politicized or violent distortions of religious
expectation (20). Religion remains a significant force in modern society and global order (17, 22), but its future
role depends on whether it becomes a source of ethical renewal and justice or a vehicle of exclusion and
conflict.

In conclusion, the article demonstrates that Shi‘a Mahdism can be developed as a powerful framework for
futures-oriented reflection on global order. Its significance lies not only in its eschatological promise, but also
in its capacity to critique the present, evaluate alternative futures, and inspire ethical responsibility in the face
of global crisis. The study concludes that contemporary global transformations cannot be adequately
understood only through secular theories of power, modernization, risk, or civilizational competition, because
the deepest crises of the world are also crises of meaning, justice, moral orientation, and human purpose. Shi‘a
Mahdism provides a horizon in which the future is neither abandoned to technological determinism nor reduced
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to geopolitical rivalry. It presents the possibility of a world in which justice is not marginal but foundational,
spirituality is not private withdrawal but civilizational guidance, and human unity is not imposed by
domination but grounded in truth and moral dignity. The main implication of the study is that Islamic futures
studies should take Mahdism seriously as a normative and analytical resource for rethinking global order, while
avoiding both speculative prediction and ideological reduction. Mahdism, when interpreted through a rigorous
futures-studies lens, becomes a source of hope, critique, and responsibility: hope because it affirms the
possibility of a just future, critique because it exposes the moral insufficiency of existing orders, and
responsibility because it calls human beings and societies to prepare ethically, intellectually, and socially for
a more just world.
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