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Abstract

Abdolkarim Soroush’s theory of “Prophetic Dreams” is among the contemporary perspectives concerning the nature of revelation,
according to which revelation is not regarded as a direct report of reality, but rather as the Prophet’s dream experience formed within the
context of sleep and dream language, which, in his view, requires interpretation. Despite its apparent attractiveness, this theory poses
serious challenges to the traditional understanding of revelation in Islamic theology, particularly within Imami thought. Therefore, it is
necessary to critically examine this theory on the basis of the authentic sources of religious knowledge in Imami Shi‘ism, especially the
narrations of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), in order to clarify the extent of its compatibility or incompatibility with the theological
and epistemological foundations of the Imami tradition. Using an analytical-critical method, the present study first reexamines the
epistemological foundations of the theory of Prophetic Dreams and then, with a focus on reason, exegetical narrations, hadiths, and the
theological principles of Imami thought, investigates the relationship between this theory and the Imami understanding of revelation and
the language of the Qur’an. The findings of the study indicate that this theory is fundamentally incompatible with principles such as the
“taw(qifi nature of revelation,” “infallibility in the reception and communication of revelation,” and the “negation of distortion” in Twelver
Shi‘i thought. Furthermore, a content analysis of Imami narrations demonstrates that the Noble Prophet (PBUH) possessed certain
knowledge and conscious presence during the process of receiving revelation, rather than merely undergoing a dreamlike and interpretable
experience. Accordingly, the theory of Prophetic Dreams is not only inconsistent with the theological teachings of Imami Shi‘ism, but it
also cannot be validated through a precise analysis of Imami narrations. Therefore, presenting a rational and intra-religious interpretation
of revelation based on the rich capacities of the Shi‘i hadith heritage can more effectively contribute to explaining the nature of revelation.
Keywords: Prophetic Dreams, Abdolkarim Soroush, Imami Shi ‘ism, Language of Revelation, Narrations of the Ahl al-Bayt, Theological
Critique, Reason
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Extended Abstract

The phenomenon of revelation stands at the center of Islamic theology and remains one of the most complex
issues in Qur’anic hermeneutics, religious epistemology, and Imami kalam. Within Imami thought, revelation
is not reducible to subjective experience, symbolic imagination, or private inward awareness; rather, it is
understood through the integrated authority of reason, transmitted revelation, and the narrational tradition of
the Ahl al-Bayt. This epistemological structure protects both the objectivity of divine speech and the
infallibility of the Prophet in receiving and communicating revelation (1, 9, 15).

Abdolkarim Soroush’s theory of “Prophetic Dreams” represents a modern reinterpretation of revelation,
according to which the Qur’an is not a direct verbal descent of divine speech but the Prophet’s sacred dream-
experience, later expressed and interpreted through his language, imagination, culture, and historical
consciousness (3). Although this theory attempts to reconcile revelation with modern hermeneutics, religious
experience, and psychology, it creates serious tensions with the Imami doctrine of revelation, especially
regarding the tawqifi nature of divine speech, the certainty of Qur’anic meaning, and the Prophet’s immunity
from error in reception and transmission (21-23).

The present study adopts an analytical-critical method and examines the theory of Prophetic Dreams through
three interrelated dimensions: rational foundations, Qur’anic transmission, and Imami hadith. From the rational
perspective, Imami theology regards reason as an independent divine proof that confirms the necessity of
reliable revelation and rejects interpretations that dissolve revelation into subjective experience (5, 10). From
the transmitted perspective, the Qur’an presents itself as divine descent and authoritative guidance, not as a
symbolic dream-text lacking stable reference (4, 6).

The findings indicate that the theory of Prophetic Dreams fundamentally alters the structure of revelation by
shifting its source of intelligibility from divine speech to prophetic interpretation. In this model, the Prophet
becomes not merely the recipient and transmitter of revelation, but also the interpreter and form-giver of sacred
dream-content. Such a view conflicts with the Imami doctrine of prophetic infallibility, because it opens the
possibility that human imagination, cultural context, psychological disposition, and historical language may
intervene in the very formation of scripture (16, 24, 25).

The study also shows that Imami narrations distinguish between true dreams and legislative revelation.
Although prophetic dreams may possess divine significance in specific cases, they are never treated as
equivalent to the totality of Qur’anic revelation. Hadith sources emphasize that revelation is received under
divine protection, transmitted without addition or omission, and preserved through the guidance of the Prophet
and the Ahl al-Bayt (7, 8, 20). Therefore, the narrational tradition does not support the claim that the Qur’an
as a whole is the Prophet’s dream interpretation; rather, it confirms the conscious, certain, and divinely
safeguarded character of revelation (26-28).

In conclusion, the theory of Prophetic Dreams, despite its innovative appearance and its attempt to provide a
modern account of revelation, cannot be reconciled with the epistemological, theological, and narrational
foundations of Imami thought. Its reduction of revelation to a dreamlike and interpretable experience weakens
the certainty of divine guidance, destabilizes the authority of scripture, and undermines the doctrine of
prophetic infallibility. A more coherent account of revelation must preserve the balance between reason,
Qur’anic transmission, and the hadith legacy of the Ahl al-Bayt, while also allowing rational reflection on the
language and meaning of revelation without reducing it to subjective experience.
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