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Abstract

The culture of sacrifice, martyrdom, and resistance constitutes one of the most fundamental components of the political and managerial
thought of Ruhollah Khomeini and Ali Khamenei; a culture that emerged within the framework of Qur’anic teachings and the school of
Ashura and has transcended the level of a moral virtue to become a civilization-building strategy in the management of Islamic society.
By posing the central question of “What role does the culture of sacrifice, martyrdom, and resistance play in the formation, legitimacy,
and sustainability of the Islamic system?”, this study seeks to examine the relationship between this culture and the components of religious
democracy, justice, and independence in the thought of the Leaders of the Islamic Revolution. The research method is analytical—
descriptive and based on documentary analysis employing the statements of Ruhollah Khomeini and Ali Khamenei, the Holy Qur’an, and
historical sources related to the Islamic Revolution. The findings indicate that, within the intellectual framework of Ruhollah Khomeini,
the culture of sacrifice and martyrdom serves as the source of political legitimacy and the guarantor of the continuity of the Revolution,
since the blood of martyrs establishes the link between divine legitimacy and popular acceptance. In the thought of Ali Khamenei, this
culture also constitutes the pillar of religious democracy and the driving force behind Islamic civilization, while playing a central role in
resisting cultural, economic, and political domination. Overall, the results of the study demonstrate that the culture of sacrifice and
resistance is not only a factor in the survival and endurance of the Islamic Revolution, but also the foundation for the formation of a
civilization-building management model in the Islamic Republic of Iran; a model grounded in justice, spirituality, and independence, the
continuity of which guarantees the realization of a modern Islamic civilization.
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Extended Abstract

The present study examines civilizational management in the intellectual—political system of the Leaders of
the Islamic Revolution, with particular emphasis on the culture of sacrifice, martyrdom, and resistance as a
foundational element in the formation, legitimacy, sustainability, and future-oriented governance of the Islamic
system. The Islamic Revolution of Iran was not merely a political transformation or a change in ruling
structure; rather, it represented the emergence of a religious, cultural, and civilizational model grounded in
divine values, justice-seeking, independence, and popular religious participation. In contrast to modern secular
revolutions that are often interpreted through instrumental rationality, class conflict, or material interests, the
Islamic Revolution arose from the spiritual legacy of Ashura, Qur’anic monotheism, and the collective
willingness of the people to sacrifice for religious and social ideals. Within this framework, sacrifice and
martyrdom were not marginal ethical virtues, but strategic forces that enabled the revolutionary movement to
overcome fear, mobilize collective will, and establish a new political order. The study argues that the political
thought of Imam Khomeini and Imam Khamenei cannot be fully understood without recognizing the centrality
of sacrifice, martyrdom, and resistance as mechanisms of political legitimacy, social cohesion, and
civilizational movement (2, 4, 15).

Methodologically, the study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach based on documentary analysis. It draws
upon the statements, writings, and political-managerial teachings of Imam Khomeini and Imam Khamenei, as
well as selected theoretical sources on Islamic political thought, religious democracy, governance, resistance,
and the cultural foundations of the Islamic Revolution. The main research question is: What is the place of the
culture of sacrifice, martyrdom, and resistance in the formation, continuation, and civilizational management
of the Islamic system in the thought of Imam Khomeini and Imam Khamenei? To answer this question, the
study analyzes the issue at three interrelated levels: political legitimacy, religious democracy, and Islamic
civilizational management. The theoretical premise is that sacrifice and resistance are not merely historical
memories of the revolutionary period or the Sacred Defense, but living concepts that continue to structure
political identity, governance logic, and strategic orientation in the Islamic Republic. From this perspective,
martyrdom functions as a symbolic and practical bridge between divine legitimacy and popular acceptance,
while resistance functions as the operational condition for preserving justice, independence, and sovereignty
against external domination and internal corruption (8, 13, 17).

The findings indicate that, in Imam Khomeini’s thought, the culture of sacrifice and martyrdom is deeply
connected to the Islamic understanding of politics as a path of divine responsibility rather than a mechanism
of power acquisition. Imam Khomeini regarded the Islamic Revolution as an extension of the prophetic
struggle for divine rule and social justice. In this vision, sacrifice is the ethical and political condition for
building and preserving an Islamic order, because a government that claims to pursue divine justice cannot be
sustained by passivity, individualism, or fear of material loss. The blood of martyrs, in this framework, is not
only a source of emotional inspiration but also a constitutive element of political legitimacy. It demonstrates
that the people have accepted the costs of defending truth, justice, and independence, thereby transforming
political support into existential commitment. The study also shows that Imam Khomeini’s emphasis on
resisting oppression and refusing subordination to tyranny gave martyrdom a structural political function: it
awakened society, delegitimized the rule of the Shah, and transformed religious faith into revolutionary agency
(5,9, 15).

The study further finds that, in the thought of Imam Khamenei, the culture of sacrifice and resistance is
presented as the driving engine of society and the enduring pillar of religious democracy. Religious democracy,
in this framework, is not reducible to elections or formal participation; rather, it is grounded in moral
responsibility, collective commitment, public sacrifice, and the active presence of people in the defense of
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justice and national dignity. A society that preserves the memory and logic of martyrdom does not become
passive in the face of cultural invasion, economic pressure, political domination, or social fragmentation.
Instead, it develops a durable capacity for self-renewal and civilizational advancement. The study shows that
Imam Khamenei expands the meaning of resistance beyond military struggle and interprets it as a
comprehensive cultural, economic, political, and epistemic strategy. Resistance is therefore the means through
which religious democracy remains alive, justice becomes structurally defensible, and independence is
protected from both external hegemony and internal erosion (1, 6, 7, 16).

Another central finding concerns the relationship between resistance, justice, and independence. The research
demonstrates that, in the intellectual system of the Leaders of the Islamic Revolution, justice and independence
are not abstract slogans but structural goals requiring continuous resistance. Justice cannot be realized if
political power is separated from moral responsibility, and independence cannot be preserved if society
becomes indifferent to domination, corruption, or inequality. In this regard, resistance serves as the operational
form of justice-seeking and the practical guarantee of independence. The study also emphasizes that economic
justice is inseparable from ethical vigilance, public responsibility, and resistance against corruption, privilege-
seeking, bribery, and betrayal of public trust. Similarly, at the global level, resistance is interpreted as a means
for confronting imperial domination and defending the dignity of oppressed nations. Thus, the culture of
sacrifice and resistance becomes a civilizational management model: it links spirituality with governance,
justice with power, and national independence with global responsibility (10-12, 14).

In conclusion, the study shows that the culture of sacrifice, martyrdom, and resistance constitutes the core of
civilizational management in the Islamic Republic of Iran. These three concepts are not separate or occasional
values, but interdependent pillars of an Islamic model of governance and civilization-building. Sacrifice
produces social solidarity and moral capital; martyrdom gives meaning, direction, and legitimacy to collective
movement; and resistance guarantees continuity, independence, and justice in the face of domination and
decline. The final conclusion of the research is that civilizational management in the thought of Imam
Khomeini and Imam Khamenei rests on the integrated foundations of sacrifice, justice, and resistance. The
continuation of this culture in educational, managerial, cultural, and elite institutions can provide a native
model of religious governance capable of generating soft power, sustainable legitimacy, and a future-oriented
civilizational horizon for the Islamic world.
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