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Abstract

Mystical hermeneutics (ta’wil) constitutes the principal path and foundational bridge that enables one to move beyond the outward shell
of religious ordinances (Shari‘a) and attain the inner essence and profound reality of the Qur’an. This issue occupies a highly central and
vital position in the history of Islamic thought, particularly within the tradition of Shi‘i mysticism. Employing a descriptive-analytical
method with a comparative approach, the present study seeks to examine the foundations and methodology of hermeneutics within the
intellectual systems of two prominent figures of Shi‘i mysticism, namely Sayyid Haydar Amuli and Ruhollah Khomeini. The principal
issue of the research is that, despite the shared ontological foundations of both thinkers in the school of Ibn Arabi—such as the unity of
being, the hierarchical nature of divine speech, and the necessity of unveiling esoteric truths—their practical approaches to hermeneutics
and the manner in which they establish the correspondence among the threefold realms reveal subtle yet fundamental differences. The
findings of the study demonstrate that Sayyid Haydar Amuli, in interpreting Qur’anic verses, relies upon a tripartite systematic structure—
ontological, anthropological, and textual—and tends toward flowing hermeneutics (ta’wil-i jarT) and the detailed correspondence of verses
with the cosmic and inward levels of existence (the macrocosm and the microcosm). He regards hermeneutics as equivalent to the
systematic correspondence among these realms. In contrast, although Ruhollah Khomeini is rooted in the same mystical tradition, in the
domain of mystical linguistics he is profoundly influenced by the Transcendent Philosophy of Mulla Sadra. By accepting and expanding
the theory of the designation of words for the spirits of meanings, he establishes the axis of hermeneutics upon vertical interpretation and
inward spiritual journeying. Within this perspective, the principal condition for attaining the hidden truths of the text is the expansion of
the seeker’s existential capacity, transcendence of epistemological veils—such as scholarly self-conceit and dogmatic rigidity—and the
inseparable connection between Shari‘a and Truth (Haqiga). The novelty of the present study lies in explicating this methodological
transformation. The results indicate that although Sayyid Haydar Amuli connects hermeneutics with traversing the seven inner subtleties
(a mode of correspondential spiritual wayfaring), the innovation of the school of Ruhollah Khomeini consists in integrating theoretical
mysticism with the foundations of Transcendent Philosophy—particularly the principle of the designation of words for the spirits of
meanings—thereby elevating this process from a mere discovery of correspondence among realms into a profoundly spiritual-therapeutic
and pathological process, as well as an instrument for removing epistemic veils.

Keywords: Mystical Hermeneutics, Correspondence of the Threefold Realms, Sayyid Haydar Amuli, Ruhollah Khomeini, Perfect Human,
Transcendent Philosophy
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Extended Abstract

Mystical hermeneutics, or ta 'wil, has occupied a central place in Islamic intellectual history because it
addresses the movement from the outward form of revelation to its inward and existential meanings. In the
Shi‘i mystical tradition, the Qur’an is not regarded merely as a linguistic text composed of words and
propositions, but as a multilayered manifestation of divine reality whose meanings unfold according to the
spiritual capacity of the reader. This study examines the comparative foundations of mystical hermeneutics
and the correspondence of the threefold realms in the thought of Sayyid Haydar Amoli and Imam Khomeini.
The central problem of the study is that although both thinkers share major ontological assumptions rooted in
the school of Ibn Arabi, especially the unity of being, the hierarchical nature of divine speech, and the necessity
of passing from the outward shell of religion to its inward truth, their practical methods of hermeneutics differ
in significant ways (9, 14). In this framework, Amoli represents a systematic, cosmological, and
correspondential model of ta’wil, whereas Imam Khomeini develops a more inward, existential, ethical, and
linguistic model grounded in spiritual wayfaring and the philosophical resources of Transcendent Theosophy
(2, 20).

The study uses a descriptive-analytical and comparative method based on library and documentary sources.
The primary textual basis includes Sayyid Haydar Amoli’s major mystical and exegetical works, especially
Jami " al-Asrar wa Manba * al-Anwar and Tafsir al-Muhit al-4 zam, alongside Imam Khomeini’s mystical and
ethical writings, including Etiquette of Prayer, Commentary on the Dawn Supplication, Commentary on the
Hadith of the Hosts of Intellect and Ignorance, and works derived from his Qur’anic reflections (4, 15, 16, 19,
22). The theoretical framework rests on two main pillars: first, the school of theoretical mysticism associated
with Ibn Arabi and its Shi‘i development in Amoli; second, the mystical linguistics and hermeneutical theory
shaped by Sadrian philosophy in Imam Khomeini’s thought. The analysis first extracts the ontological,
anthropological, and textual foundations of each thinker, including unity of being, the Perfect Human, the inner
levels of the Qur’an, and the distinction between Shari‘a, Tariqa, and Haqiqga. It then compares how each
thinker understands the correspondence between the book of revelation, the cosmic book, and the human book.
The findings show that Sayyid Haydar Amoli constructs his hermeneutics through a tripartite system that links
ontology, anthropology, and textuality. For Amoli, God’s disclosure appears in three books: the written book,
namely the Qur’an; the cosmic book, namely the macrocosm; and the human book, namely the microcosm.
Mystical hermeneutics is therefore the discovery of the precise correspondence among these three levels of
reality. In this sense, ta’wil is not arbitrary interpretation, nor is it a rejection of the outward meaning of
scripture. Rather, it is a disciplined movement from the apparent level of the text to its inward reality, based
on the structural harmony between divine speech, the cosmos, and the human being (9, 10). Amoli’s model is
deeply shaped by the doctrine of the unity of being and the theory of fixed entities, according to which
multiplicity arises from the differentiated capacities of divine manifestation (9). Thus, the layered character of
the Qur’an corresponds to the layered structure of existence and the graded spiritual capacities of human
beings. His emphasis on the seven inner subtleties of the human being also shows that hermeneutics is
inseparable from spiritual purification and ascent (11).

By contrast, Imam Khomeini’s hermeneutical model, while sharing the same mystical ontology, shifts the
emphasis from cosmological correspondence to inward transformation. In his view, the Qur’an is a book of
guidance, purification, and healing, and therefore the goal of ta’wil is not merely to map scriptural meanings
onto cosmic structures, but to transform the existential condition of the seeker. Imam Khomeini criticizes
approaches that remain confined to philological, historical, or formal exegetical concerns, arguing that
excessive attachment to outward sciences may become a veil that prevents access to the real purpose of
revelation (4). His theory of the designation of words for the spirits of meanings is central to this approach.
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According to this theory, words are not originally coined for limited material instances, but for the truth,
perfection, and spiritual essence of meanings. Therefore, Qur’anic terms such as light, pen, throne, scale, and
tablet can be used truly across different levels of existence, from material manifestations to immaterial and
divine realities (3, 20). This linguistic principle allows Imam Khomeini to preserve the outward wording of
scripture while opening it toward higher existential levels of meaning.

The comparative analysis indicates that the main difference between the two thinkers lies not in their
acceptance or rejection of mystical hermeneutics, but in the dominant function they assign to it. Amoli’s ta’wil
is primarily correspondential, structural, and cosmological. It seeks to demonstrate the harmony between the
Qur’an, the macrocosm, and the microcosm, and it treats the human being as a condensed mirror of the entire
universe (1, 25). Imam Khomeini’s ta’wil, however, is primarily longitudinal, inward, therapeutic, and ethical.
It seeks to remove epistemic and spiritual veils, including scholarly self-conceit, attachment to terminology,
dogmatic rigidity, and confinement to outward forms (16, 24). Both thinkers strongly reject antinomian and
arbitrary esoteric interpretation. For both, the inward meaning of religion cannot be reached by abandoning
Shari‘a; rather, Shari‘a is the necessary foundation for Tariga and Haqiga (6, 8). Yet Imam Khomeini gives
this principle a more explicitly ethical and pedagogical function, making ta’wil a means for spiritual discipline,
self-critique, and existential purification.

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that mystical hermeneutics in Shi‘i thought is a disciplined and
multilayered approach to revelation, not an arbitrary departure from the apparent meaning of scripture. Sayyid
Haydar Amoli’s contribution lies in constructing a systematic model of correspondence between the Qur’an,
the cosmos, and the human being, through which ta’wil becomes the discovery of harmony among the three
divine books. Imam Khomeini’s contribution lies in transforming this correspondential model into an inward,
existential, and spiritually therapeutic process grounded in mystical linguistics and the doctrine of the spirits
of meanings. The comparison therefore reveals a methodological development within Shi‘i mysticism: from a
predominantly cosmological and structural model of interpretation toward a more inward, ethical, and
transformative model of Qur’anic understanding. This development does not negate the earlier model, but
deepens it by showing that the ultimate purpose of ta’wil is not only to perceive the correspondence of the
realms, but also to purify the soul, remove the veils of knowledge and ego, and guide the human being toward
a fuller realization of divine truth.
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