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Abstract

This study, employing a descriptive—analytical approach and drawing upon John Searle’s theory of speech acts, examines speech acts in
the story of Prophet Abraham (PBUH) in the Holy Qur’an. The primary objective of this research is to identify the types of linguistic acts
used in the dialogues of Prophet Abraham (PBUH) with God, his people, his son, and other narrative characters, as well as to analyze their
communicative functions in conveying revelatory messages. The findings indicate that, within the Qur’anic narration of the Prophet’s
story, directive speech acts possess the highest frequency, reflecting the predominance of an invitational, persuasive, and guidance-
oriented tone in his discourse. Declarative and expressive acts rank second, demonstrating the simultaneous presence of the exposition of
monotheistic truths and the representation of inner states, emotions, and spiritual humility within the narrative text. Declarative acts occupy
the third rank, with their role primarily associated with creating situational transformations and highlighting particular narrative moments.
Commissive acts, with the lowest frequency, rank fourth and mostly appear in the form of expressing commitment, readiness, and
adherence of the characters to divine command. This frequency pattern demonstrates that, in narrating the story of Prophet Abraham
(PBUH), the Holy Qur’an places greater emphasis on invitational and guidance-oriented acts and, alongside them, employs declarative
and expressive acts to deepen meaning and convey experiences of faith.
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Extended Abstract

Speech act theory is regarded as one of the most influential approaches in contemporary philosophy of
language and discourse analysis. This theory was initially proposed by John Austin and was later
systematically expanded by John Searle. According to this perspective, language is not merely a medium for
conveying information or describing reality; rather, every utterance simultaneously performs an action within
a communicative context. Thus, speech is inherently action-oriented, and the speaker, through linguistic
structures, performs acts such as requesting, warning, promising, expressing emotions, declaring positions,
and establishing commitments (2, 8, 21). In modern linguistic and pragmatic studies, speech acts are generally
categorized into five major groups: assertive, directive, commissive, declarative, and expressive acts. The Holy
Qur’an, as the central sacred text of Islam, contains a rich variety of narrative discourses that are conveyed
through prophetic stories and dialogical interactions. Among these narratives, the story of Prophet Abraham
(PBUH) occupies a particularly significant position because of its extensive dialogical structure, argumentative
tone, emotional depth, and theological centrality. His story includes debates with idolaters and Nimrod,
emotional conversations with his father, supplications addressed to God, declarations of disavowal from
polytheism, and acts of covenant and obedience. These features make the Abrahamic narrative an ideal corpus
for speech act analysis within the framework of modern pragmatics and discourse theory. Previous studies on
Qur’anic discourse have mostly concentrated on rhetorical, theological, or educational aspects of prophetic
stories, whereas systematic analyses grounded in speech act theory remain relatively limited (3, 5, 34).
Therefore, the present study attempts to analyze the speech acts embedded in the Qur’anic narrative of Prophet
Abraham (PBUH) according to Searle’s theoretical framework and to clarify how these linguistic acts
contribute to the formation of the Qur’anic discourse of guidance, persuasion, and monotheistic education.
The present research employed a descriptive—analytical methodology grounded in discourse analysis and
speech act theory. The data corpus consisted of Qur’anic verses related to the story of Prophet Abraham
(PBUH) in different surahs, including al-Bagarah, al-An‘am, Hud, Maryam, al-‘Ankabut, and Ibrahim. These
verses were selected because they contain extensive dialogical structures and explicit communicative
interactions. The analytical framework of the study was primarily based on the speech act classifications
developed by Searle, with supplementary reference to the foundational perspectives of Austin and later
developments in pragmatics and discourse analysis (2, 6, 10, 21). The analysis focused on identifying the
dominant illocutionary force of each utterance and examining the communicative objectives embedded in the
linguistic structures. In addition, classical and contemporary Qur’anic commentaries were consulted to clarify
semantic nuances, rhetorical dimensions, and contextual implications of the verses. Among the exegetical
sources utilized were the works of Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, Muhammad Husayn Tabatabaei, Nasir Makarim
Shirazi, Mahmud al-Zamakhshari, and Ibn Ashur (11, 15, 18, 20, 22). The study attempted to preserve the
coherence of the Qur’anic narrative by analyzing speech acts within their broader contextual and thematic
framework rather than isolating individual utterances. Consequently, the research not only classified speech
acts but also explored the relationship between linguistic performance, theological meaning, and the Qur’anic
strategy of guidance.

The findings of the study revealed that directive speech acts constitute the dominant communicative pattern in
the story of Prophet Abraham (PBUH). Abraham’s discourse is fundamentally invitation-oriented and
persuasive, aiming to guide his audience toward monotheism and moral awakening. His confrontations with
idol worshippers and Nimrod frequently employ indirect directives through interrogative and argumentative
structures. For example, when Abraham questions the legitimacy of idol worship by asking, “Do you take idols
as gods?” the utterance functions not merely as a question but as an indirect directive intended to provoke
reflection and discourage idolatry. Similarly, his invitation to worship God and practice piety through
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imperative expressions such as “Worship God and fear Him” represents explicit directive acts aimed at
transforming the beliefs and conduct of his audience (5, 6, 17). Another important manifestation of directive
speech acts appears in Abraham’s supplications addressed to God. Although these utterances are structurally
prayers, pragmatically they function as indirect directives that seek divine intervention in matters such as
security, provision, and spiritual guidance. The study further demonstrated that assertive speech acts occupy
the second most frequent category in the Abrahamic narrative. These acts are particularly evident in Abraham’s
theological arguments against celestial worship and in his debate with Nimrod regarding life, death, and divine
sovereignty. Through statements such as “My Lord is the One who gives life and causes death,” Abraham
expresses firm epistemic commitment to monotheistic truth while simultaneously challenging the false claims
of his opponents (8, 11, 12). These assertive acts are not neutral descriptions but strategic linguistic tools
designed to establish certainty, refute falsehood, and persuade the audience through rational argumentation.
The analysis also demonstrated the significant presence of expressive speech acts throughout the Abrahamic
narrative. These acts reveal the emotional and spiritual dimensions of Abraham’s character and contribute to
the affective depth of the Qur’anic discourse. One of the clearest examples appears in Abraham’s supplication
during the reconstruction of the Ka‘bah with Ishmael: “Our Lord, accept from us; indeed, You are the All-
Hearing, the All-Knowing.” This utterance functions as an expressive act of humility, devotion, and emotional
submission before God (11, 32). Likewise, Abraham’s request to witness how God resurrects the dead reflects
not doubt but a desire for greater spiritual reassurance and certainty. From the perspective of speech act theory,
the utterance combines assertive and expressive dimensions, since Abraham simultaneously affirms his faith
and expresses an inner aspiration for tranquility of heart (2, 8). Expressive acts are also visible in Abraham’s
emotional concern for the safety and guidance of his descendants and the inhabitants of Mecca. His prayers
for security and divine provision reveal profound human compassion and paternal affection (18, 33). In
contrast, the speech of Azar toward Abraham represents a negative expressive act characterized by anger,
hostility, and emotional rejection. The threatening expression “If you do not desist, I will stone you”
demonstrates how emotional aggression can itself become a powerful communicative act within narrative
discourse (18, 31). The coexistence of positive and negative expressive acts in the narrative contributes to the
dramatic intensity of the story and reinforces its pedagogical function by contrasting faith, patience, and
compassion with arrogance, hostility, and disbelief.

Another important finding concerns declarative and commissive speech acts within the Abrahamic narrative.
Declarative acts appear primarily in moments of transformation, separation, and divine proclamation.
Abraham’s declaration of disavowal from polytheism and idol worship constitutes one of the most powerful
declarative acts in the Qur’anic story. By announcing, “I dissociate myself from what you associate with God,”
Abraham does not merely express a personal opinion; rather, he establishes a new social and theological reality
through language itself (20, 26). Similarly, his final testament to his sons regarding adherence to Islam
represents a declarative act that institutionalizes religious commitment across generations (27, 29).
Commissive speech acts, although less frequent than other categories, play a crucial role in highlighting themes
of covenant, obligation, and divine promise. One prominent example is the divine declaration granting
Abraham the status of imam for humanity. The phrase “Indeed, I will make you an imam for the people”
functions as a commissive act in which God commits Himself to granting Abraham a permanent spiritual
authority (22, 23). Another example appears in the divine response concerning the fate of unbelievers, where
temporary worldly enjoyment is followed by inevitable punishment. This statement constitutes a divine
commissive act involving both promise and threat (24, 25). The study therefore demonstrates that declarative
and commissive acts, although quantitatively less dominant, are strategically employed at critical moments in
the narrative to establish authority, define theological boundaries, and reinforce the moral consequences of
belief and disbelief.



ST 9 daudd o g

In conclusion, the present study demonstrates that the story of Prophet Abraham (PBUH) in the Holy Qur’an
is structured around a highly sophisticated system of speech acts that collectively serve the broader Qur’anic
purpose of guidance, persuasion, and spiritual transformation. The predominance of directive acts indicates
that the Qur’anic discourse in this narrative primarily seeks to guide the audience toward monotheism and
moral awareness through invitation, exhortation, and rational persuasion. The extensive use of assertive acts
further strengthens the epistemological dimension of the narrative by establishing theological certainty and
confronting false beliefs through logical argumentation. At the same time, expressive acts deepen the
emotional and spiritual resonance of the story by portraying Abraham as a figure characterized by compassion,
humility, devotion, hope, and unwavering faith. Declarative acts contribute to the narrative by creating
moments of decisive transformation and separation, while commissive acts reinforce themes of covenant,
divine promise, and moral responsibility. Collectively, these speech acts construct Abraham not merely as a
historical or religious figure but as a dynamic communicative agent whose language simultaneously describes
reality, challenges falsehood, transforms social and theological conditions, and establishes profound emotional
connections with both God and humanity. The study therefore reveals that the Qur’anic narrative achieves its
pedagogical and theological objectives not only through semantic content but also through the strategic
deployment of communicative acts that integrate reason, emotion, authority, and spirituality into a unified
discourse of divine guidance.
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