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Abstract

Education in Islamic thought is a purposeful process aimed at developing all dimensions of human existence and guiding individuals
toward personal and social perfection. Among Islamic sources, the sayings of Imam Ali (AS) occupy a distinctive position due to their
comprehensiveness and profound educational insights. The purpose of this study was to identify and classify educational objectives in the
teachings of Imam Ali (AS) through an integrated and systematic framework. The study employed a descriptive-analytical approach based
on library research and conceptual analysis of Alawi texts. Data were collected from authoritative sources, including Nahj al-Balagha,
Ghurar al-Hikam, Tuhaf al-Uqul, and related traditions, and were examined through qualitative analysis. The findings revealed that
educational objectives in Alawi thought can be organized into five major domains: cognitive-rational objectives, moral-personal
objectives, affective-spiritual objectives, social-civic objectives, and devotional-divine objectives. Within the cognitive domain, insight,
self-knowledge, reflection, and rational thinking occupy a central place. The moral domain emphasizes piety, justice, patience, self-control,
and human dignity as essential educational goals. The affective-spiritual domain includes sincerity, trust in God, hope, and inner
tranquility. Social responsibility, service to others, respect for rights, and commitment to justice emerge as key social objectives. Finally,
conscious servitude and proximity to God are identified as the ultimate aims of education. The results indicate that educational objectives
in the words of Imam Ali (AS) form an interconnected and coherent system in which rational, moral, spiritual, and social dimensions are
inseparable. The proposed integrated classification provides a comprehensive theoretical framework for understanding Alawi educational
thought and offers valuable implications for educational planning in families, schools, and broader educational institutions.
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Extended Abstract

Educational objectives occupy a foundational position in every philosophy of education because they
determine the meaning of human development, the direction of pedagogical action, and the criteria by which
educational success is evaluated. In Islamic educational thought, objectives cannot be reduced to the
transmission of knowledge, behavioral conformity, or social adaptation; rather, they are rooted in a
comprehensive view of the human being as rational, moral, spiritual, social, and God-oriented. The sayings of
Imam Ali (AS), especially as reflected in Nahj al-Balagha and related hadith collections, provide a rich
conceptual basis for reconstructing such a multidimensional theory of educational aims. In this framework,
education is not a mechanical process of instruction but a purposeful movement toward insight, moral self-
governance, justice, dignity, and conscious servitude to God (1). Previous discussions of Islamic education
have emphasized that educational objectives must be understood in connection with anthropology, ontology,
epistemology, and value theory, since any statement about what education should achieve presupposes an
answer to what the human being is and what human perfection means (2). Accordingly, the present study
addresses the need for an integrated classification of educational objectives in the words of Imam Ali (AS),
because many existing accounts treat these aims separately as cognitive, moral, religious, or social goals,
whereas the Alawi educational vision presents them as interconnected dimensions of one coherent formative
system (5, 6).

The main problem examined in this article is the conceptual dispersion of educational objectives in studies of
Islamic and Alawi education. Although various studies have discussed moral education, spiritual education,
social education, and the principles of education in Nahj al-Balagha, fewer attempts have organized the aims
of education in Imam Ali’s words through an integrated classificatory model. The theoretical assumption of
this article is that the educational objectives in Alawi thought should be read as a unified hierarchy, beginning
with the ultimate aim of conscious servitude and divine proximity, continuing through intermediate aims such
as rational growth, moral refinement, spiritual orientation, and social responsibility, and finally appearing in
operational aims such as self-knowledge, justice, patience, sincerity, consultation, service, and respect for
rights. This interpretation is consistent with Islamic educational theorists who distinguish between final,
intermediate, and practical objectives and warn against reducing education either to external behavior or to
abstract ideals without practical translation (12, 19). It is also supported by the Alawi emphasis on reason,
insight, self-discipline, and accountability, as Imam Ali (AS) repeatedly calls the human being to reflection,
self-examination, avoidance of heedlessness, recognition of worldly deception, and orientation toward the final
destiny of life (8). Therefore, the objective of this article is to extract, explain, and classify educational aims
in Imam Ali’s words through an integrated model that connects cognitive-rational, moral-personal, affective-
spiritual, social-civic, and devotional-divine dimensions.

The study adopts a qualitative, descriptive-analytical, and conceptual approach based on the interpretation of
Alawi texts and relevant Islamic educational literature. The primary textual foundation consists of Nahj al-
Balagha, Ghurar al-Hikam wa Durar al-Kalim, Tuhaf al-Uqul, Al-Kafi, Bihar al-Anwar, and Mizan al-
Hikmah, while the secondary framework is supported by contemporary works on Islamic education, Alawi
educational principles, moral education, spiritual education, and social education (9, 13, 14, 20, 25). The
analysis proceeds by identifying educational concepts in Imam Ali’s words, grouping them according to their
dominant educational function, and then reconstructing their internal relations within a unified hierarchy of
aims. Conceptual analysis was used to clarify terms such as reason, insight, piety, dignity, justice, sincerity,
service, and servitude, while interpretive synthesis was used to show how these terms operate together as
elements of one educational system. The article also draws on Raghib al-Isfahani’s semantic analysis of key
Qur’anic concepts to show that Islamic educational language is value-laden and teleological, not merely
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descriptive (7). This method makes it possible to avoid both atomistic citation of isolated sayings and overly
general theological claims; instead, the study reconstructs the educational logic implicit in the Alawi corpus
and presents it as a structured model of educational objectives.

The findings show that the first major domain of educational objectives in Imam Ali’s words is the cognitive-
rational domain, centered on insight, self-knowledge, reflection, discernment, and awakening from
heedlessness. In Alawi thought, reason is not merely an intellectual faculty for problem-solving but a moral
and existential guide that enables the human being to distinguish truth from falsehood, lasting good from
transient pleasure, and responsible action from impulsive desire (4). The second domain is the moral-personal
domain, which includes piety, patience, forbearance, courage, humility, justice, self-control, honesty, and
human dignity. These virtues are not external ornaments but stable dispositions that form the personality of
the educated human being (15). The third domain is the affective-spiritual domain, which includes sincerity,
hope, trust in God, love of truth, inner peace, and the regulation of emotions in accordance with divine
satisfaction. In this regard, Alawi education does not suppress emotion but disciplines and elevates it so that
love, fear, hope, anger, and desire become aligned with reason, morality, and faith (11). These three domains
together define the inward structure of the educated person: a person who knows, judges, restrains, loves,
hopes, and acts with inner direction.

The findings further indicate that the fourth major domain is the social-civic domain, which includes justice,
respect for human rights, consultation, cooperation, service to people, responsibility toward the weak, and
participation in the correction of social life. Imam Ali’s educational vision does not produce a withdrawn
individual concerned only with private salvation; rather, it forms a socially responsible human being whose
inner piety appears in public justice and whose spirituality is tested in relation to others (16, 17). The fifth
domain is the devotional-divine domain, which gives final orientation to all other domains. Conscious
servitude, divine proximity, God-centered intention, and righteous action form the ultimate horizon of
education in Alawi thought (18). The integrated model proposed in this article therefore places divine
proximity and conscious servitude at the highest level, followed by four intermediate aims: rational growth,
moral refinement, spiritual formation, and social responsibility. These are then translated into operational aims
such as self-knowledge, insight, piety, justice, sincerity, patience, dignity, consultation, service, and
observance of rights. This structure corresponds to studies that identify the close relation between principles,
objectives, and methods in Nahj al-Balagha, since Alawi methods of education—such as admonition,
reflection, mercy, dignity-based guidance, and rational awakening—are meaningful only when connected to
these objectives (21, 23, 24).

In conclusion, the article demonstrates that the educational objectives in the words of Imam Ali (AS) form a
coherent and integrated system rather than a scattered collection of moral recommendations. The proposed
classification shows that Alawi education seeks to form a human being who is intellectually awake, morally
disciplined, spiritually oriented, socially responsible, and consciously devoted to God. Its central advantage is
that it prevents reductionism: knowledge without morality becomes dangerous, morality without insight
becomes fragile, spirituality without justice becomes incomplete, social responsibility without divine
orientation becomes unstable, and worship without ethics and reason becomes superficial. The integrated
classification therefore provides a useful framework for contemporary educational theory, family education,
school curricula, and moral-spiritual formation. It suggests that any educational system inspired by Alawi
thought must attend simultaneously to the mind, heart, will, conduct, society, and ultimate purpose of life.
Such a model can guide educators toward a form of education that does not merely produce informed or
disciplined individuals, but cultivates dignified, insightful, just, responsible, and God-oriented human beings.
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