Jol dawgio aado y0 Duilojludes p o e INST  w)d b g (5491 >0

Ol e oY e ool 33T o305 03 oY ol ¢ 7 p e 03,5 fp3edms Olesml )
el ea oY ¢ ol 5T o8l oY ol ¢ i ke 05,8 3 ol ol A Y

Ot e0Y o ool 33T o8l e,0Y domlg el ko 03,5 1 iy Hlises N

seyedahmad.hashemi@iau.ac.ir :J s sd 5 Jousl %

sS>

O 5 5 Olamainze o8y 51 (550 b sl a0 0555 15 5T 2015 (5l il s ot (gmom 5 somn BV (g3 iy S8 (b By al ol
o5 OBl 5 Ll W8 o Olaainie Jols (iasss amalor s plonil O gomsan oo 355 5 (AS 38000 b 2055 cal gt (mp® S 52000l 2
oo 3l nosls 53 87 S s aalllan 53 510 iyl 5 B Sl 3l S 2 5 diabite (5 5 (58 s Sl el L oS 550 55387 s (50
3 0503T3k s 3 sl lael 51 Oliabl (gl isd 8 15 s 1 3538 Ogamiae Sl Sl o3l b (s 3luesly 51y 55055 8 4l sl Lot (slaeLoan
BYTIT ) BUSWRTRI He 6@‘6:‘:&&;@;§uo:l: Jelos T s 4 Ao j5 AP 5 Ao 13 A UL ol o o 5 45 A onlii] o8 3ub 500550 33155
o Fgome 3 g ol l (85l liin g (550 5 AT O les ad s sler Jols Colual day 555 o S5 ol s i I ailojlas sy e
(Sl dale il ge g (6,8 Sbm aasl (slas el dmy 3 man (58 55 1y (oenlid Slgm 5 5 Tsiome 1)) 5 (Aile Sl sl e bl o 4l o
Sl e sl 8157 on e ol G ) oty Wnall o 01 oS 35 OT K0y laably o Lalis tdmelgll 5 (2335555 (a3l dlob (sl i)
Jmo by (1 55T Gl a8 515 0Lt sy gl i T ol il e oo 53 il 5 gin () s Slawoliy 1 b
ObT slaz Bl 5 e s kshlfT:_,ﬁ- (M sl )lgs &l 4 5 o3 S A0 OljsaT il adlomaan Ay ates Ll o abilejlus g
Sy (Kinp g o sl (Vb S b e (S0l (slas il 5 pdislanl (g (7 sl Ly ASTE Lol B b 68Uy e
A5l gl Ao e 053 o> Slaasl dan 5 5 (6,S5L 12 (sl 15 0 5 3,15 O3 geT 230

NS s T gl o szo 0y 53 g soma S s g3 a0l s o pbills L 55 s 3 a0l o 511 OB 51 gUS”

(MF ] g adads ey ot J ) Al 20 CL"‘ 53 Ahlles = e eSSl s ali s 1B (0F0) e iy 5 cton s edils Ol cpoonto 1 RDOLR! 0 gus

VEF page Y9 10lasl )b
VEO 3155 10 6 K3l s
VRO sls 5 VY 5

VEO L3 Y il Sl

VootV igle ol b

el 45§ 25 50 (CC BY-NC 4.0) o158 b ollan 53T o 2 &y goots dlin ol 5La51 sl ki 55 40 Glato e ol 5L G i soled \ms a


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

Designing a Self-Organization-Based Moral Curriculum Model for the First Cycle
of Secondary Education

1. Ehsan Sepideh Dam: Department of Educational Sciences, Lam.C., Islamic Azad University, Lamerd, Iran
2. Seyed Ahmad Hashemi*: Department of Educational Sciences, Lam.C., Islamic Azad University, Lamerd, Iran
3. Mokhtar Ranjbar: Department of Management, Lam.C., Islamic Azad University, Lamerd, Iran

*Corresponding Author’s Email: seyedahmad.hashemi@iau.ac.ir

Abstract

The present study aimed to design a self-organization-based moral curriculum model for first-cycle secondary school students through the
perspectives of curriculum experts and educational specialists. This study employed a qualitative research approach using thematic
analysis. The research population consisted of key informants, curriculum experts, university faculty members, and educational specialists
in Iran. Participants were selected through purposive theoretical sampling and snowball techniques, resulting in a final sample of 15
experts. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews and analyzed using thematic analysis procedures. To ensure
trustworthiness, test-retest reliability and inter-coder agreement were calculated, yielding reliability coefficients of 89% and 86%,
respectively. The findings revealed that the proposed self-organization-based moral curriculum model comprises three major dimensions.
The objectives dimension included four components: skills, awareness and attitudes, self-knowledge, and social adaptation. The content
dimension consisted of principles of content selection, principles of content organization and presentation, and essential curricular
considerations. The teaching—learning strategies dimension encompassed five components: empowerment and agency, active learning
methods, guidance, feedback provision, and inspiration. Collectively, these dimensions formed an integrated conceptual framework
capable of supporting the development of a comprehensive moral curriculum grounded in self-organization principles for lower secondary
education. The results indicate that integrating moral education with self-organization principles can promote students’ holistic
development by enhancing ethical competencies, self-awareness, responsibility, and social adaptability. The proposed model, emphasizing
educational goals, flexible content structures, and active learning strategies, provides a practical framework for strengthening students’
moral and cultural identity and offers valuable guidance for curriculum development and reform in lower secondary education.
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Extended Abstract

Education has long been recognized as one of the most influential social institutions for promoting individual
development, social cohesion, cultural continuity, and human progress. Throughout history, educational
systems have evolved from mechanisms primarily concerned with knowledge transmission into complex
structures responsible for fostering intellectual, emotional, social, and moral growth. Contemporary
educational discourse increasingly emphasizes that schools must prepare learners not only for academic
achievement but also for ethical participation in society and responsible citizenship. As a result, curriculum
has become a central component of educational reform efforts because it determines the goals, content, learning
experiences, and assessment processes that shape students’ development (1).

The curriculum is widely regarded as the heart of the educational system because it provides a structured
framework through which educational objectives are translated into learning opportunities. A high-quality
curriculum contributes directly to educational effectiveness, learner achievement, and social development.
Researchers have emphasized that curriculum quality depends on the alignment among objectives, content,
teaching strategies, and evaluation processes. Consequently, curriculum design has become a strategic
endeavor aimed at improving educational quality and responding to emerging societal needs (3-5).
Furthermore, educational quality is increasingly associated with curricula that address learners’ holistic
development rather than focusing exclusively on cognitive outcomes (2).

Recent curriculum theories have challenged traditional approaches that emphasize standardized content
delivery and passive learning. Contemporary perspectives advocate for flexible, learner-centered, and
contextually responsive curricula that acknowledge the diverse realities of students and communities.
Paraskeva’s itinerant curriculum theory, for example, argues for dynamic and human-centered curriculum
frameworks capable of responding to changing social conditions and supporting meaningful learning
experiences (6). Such perspectives highlight the need for educational programs that cultivate ethical awareness,
critical thinking, social responsibility, and personal agency.

Within this context, moral education has gained renewed significance. Rapid technological advancement,
globalization, cultural transformation, and social complexity have generated numerous ethical challenges
affecting individuals and communities. Schools are increasingly expected to contribute to the moral
development of students by promoting values such as responsibility, respect, honesty, cooperation, and social
commitment. Moral education is therefore viewed not merely as an additional subject but as an essential
dimension of comprehensive human development. Research suggests that moral-based curricula can enhance
social responsibility, strengthen cultural identity, and contribute to human resource development by nurturing
ethical competencies alongside academic skills (7).

At the same time, scholars have emphasized that effective moral education requires more than the transmission
of ethical principles. Students must actively engage in learning experiences that enable them to reflect on
values, make informed decisions, and regulate their own behavior. This requirement has drawn attention to the
concept of self-organization, which refers to an individual’s capacity to plan, monitor, direct, and evaluate
personal actions and learning processes. Self-organization promotes independence, responsibility, self-
regulation, and purposeful engagement in learning activities. According to Bandura’s theory of self-efficacy,
individuals who believe in their capabilities are more likely to demonstrate persistence, responsibility, ethical
decision-making, and adaptive behavior in challenging situations (8).

The integration of moral education and self-organization represents a promising educational approach because
it encourages students to internalize ethical values while simultaneously developing the skills required for
autonomous and responsible action. Competency-based educational models similarly emphasize active
participation, self-directed learning, and learner agency as essential conditions for meaningful educational
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outcomes (9). Moreover, studies on independent curricula indicate that increased learner autonomy and
flexibility can enhance motivation, creativity, responsibility, and educational quality (10). Within the Iranian
educational context, research has also highlighted the importance of designing curriculum models that address
contemporary social needs through balanced attention to cognitive, skill-based, and attitudinal dimensions of
learning (11). Despite these developments, there remains a lack of comprehensive curriculum models that
systematically integrate moral education with self-organization principles, particularly for students in the first
cycle of secondary education. Therefore, the present study sought to design a self-organization-based moral
curriculum model for lower secondary schools.

Methods and Materials

This study employed a qualitative research design with an applied purpose. The target population consisted of
key informants, curriculum experts, university faculty members, and specialists in curriculum planning and
educational sciences. Participants were selected through purposive theoretical sampling using a snowball
strategy. Sampling continued until theoretical saturation was achieved, resulting in a final sample of fifteen
experts.

Data were collected through semi-structured interviews. Interviews were conducted either face-to-face or
online, depending on participant availability, and ranged from approximately thirty-five to seventy-five
minutes in duration. All interviews were audio-recorded and supplemented with field notes documenting
important observations and key ideas expressed by participants.

The collected data were analyzed using thematic analysis. The analysis process involved repeated reading of
interview transcripts, identification of meaningful units, open coding, categorization of related concepts, and
development of broader themes. Reliability was examined through test-retest procedures and inter-coder
agreement. The coding process demonstrated satisfactory consistency, supporting the trustworthiness of the
findings. Through an inductive analytical approach, themes were identified and organized into a conceptual
curriculum model reflecting the principles of moral education and self-organization.

Findings

The analysis revealed that the proposed self-organization-based moral curriculum model consists of three
major dimensions: objectives, content, and teaching—learning strategies.

Within the objectives dimension, four primary components were identified. The first component focused on
the development of practical and ethical skills, including responsibility, teamwork, honesty, organization, and
problem-solving abilities. The second component emphasized awareness and attitudes, highlighting the
importance of developing ethical understanding, sensitivity to educational and social changes, and positive
orientations toward moral behavior. The third component involved self-knowledge, including awareness of
personal values, strengths, weaknesses, and ethical responsibilities. The fourth component addressed social
adaptation, emphasizing constructive interpersonal relationships, social participation, and responsible
citizenship.

The content dimension included three major components. The first involved principles of content selection,
including alignment with educational goals, relevance to learners’ needs, consistency with ethical knowledge
structures, and responsiveness to social realities. The second component concerned principles of content
organization and presentation, emphasizing continuity, flexibility, learner engagement, multisensory learning,
and the use of diverse educational resources. The third component included essential considerations such as
attention to spiritual development, moral cultivation, learner interests, social needs, practical engagement, and
balanced educational experiences.

The teaching—learning strategies dimension consisted of five interconnected components. The first was
empowerment and learner agency, emphasizing students’ active participation in learning processes. The
second involved active instructional methods that encourage engagement, reflection, collaboration, and
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experiential learning. The third component focused on guidance, supporting students in ethical reasoning and
decision-making. The fourth emphasized constructive feedback to facilitate growth and self-improvement. The
final component, inspiration, highlighted the importance of motivating learners through meaningful
educational experiences and positive role modeling.

Together, these dimensions formed an integrated conceptual framework in which educational objectives,
curricular content, and instructional strategies operate synergistically to promote moral development and self-
organization among students in lower secondary education.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that a moral curriculum grounded in self-organization principles requires a
comprehensive and multidimensional structure that extends beyond traditional approaches to moral instruction.
Rather than focusing exclusively on the transmission of ethical concepts, the proposed model emphasizes the
development of practical competencies, self-awareness, social responsibility, and autonomous learning
capacities. This perspective reflects contemporary educational understandings that view moral development as
an active and dynamic process shaped through meaningful engagement, reflection, and participation.

The identified objectives suggest that moral education should support learners in developing both personal and
social competencies. Ethical understanding alone is insufficient unless accompanied by opportunities for self-
reflection, behavioral practice, and responsible participation in social contexts. The emphasis on self-
knowledge and social adaptation indicates that moral development involves the integration of individual values
with broader social responsibilities, enabling students to function effectively within diverse communities.
The content-related findings underscore the importance of relevance, flexibility, and contextualization in
curriculum design. Ethical concepts become meaningful when connected to learners’ lived experiences and
contemporary social realities. Therefore, curriculum content should encourage exploration, inquiry, and
application rather than rote memorization. Similarly, the identified teaching—learning strategies highlight the
significance of active participation, learner empowerment, constructive feedback, and inspirational educational
environments. These elements create opportunities for students to internalize ethical values and develop self-
organizing capacities through authentic learning experiences.

Overall, the proposed model provides a coherent framework for integrating moral education and self-
organization within the curriculum of lower secondary schools. By combining ethical development with
learner autonomy, responsibility, and self-regulation, the model addresses important educational challenges
associated with contemporary societies. The findings suggest that moral curriculum design should move
beyond traditional content-focused approaches and embrace learner-centered strategies that foster both ethical
competence and independent action. Consequently, the proposed framework offers valuable guidance for
curriculum developers, educational policymakers, and practitioners seeking to promote holistic student
development and strengthen the moral and social foundations of education.
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