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Abstract

The organization of an ideal Islamic society, grounded in the moral, political, economic, and cultural principles of Islam, requires the
establishment of appropriate foundations, the utilization of effective methods, and the ability to overcome existing challenges and
obstacles. Using a descriptive—analytical method, this study examines the factors that facilitate the construction of Islamic civilization, the
challenges encountered in this process, and the trajectory of its development from the era of Madinat al-Nabi (the City of the Prophet) to
the present day. The findings indicate that the nascent Islamic society, under the leadership of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and
inspired by the teachings of Surah Al-Bagarah, initially focused on establishing political relations, concluding peace treaties, and
formulating foundational legal frameworks. Subsequently, through strategies such as forgiveness, enlightenment, and confronting doubts,
misconceptions, and hypocrites, it managed its interactions with opponents and adversaries. In the financial and economic sphere,
significant measures were undertaken, including identifying economic capacities, expanding commercial relations, establishing new
marketplaces, promoting economic jihad, combating consumerism, supporting production, and alleviating poverty. Throughout this
process, persistent challenges such as hostility and opposition, cultural and political misinformation campaigns, economic sanctions, and
financial corruption emerged, yet these were addressed through appropriate and effective measures. The study concludes that by
understanding the historical trajectory of Islamic societal development and by updating the Islamic teachings manifested in Surah Al-
Bagarah, it is possible to employ successful historical methods and strategies in order to achieve the ultimate objective of Islamic society-
building in the contemporary era.
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Extended Abstract

The formation of an ideal Islamic society is not merely a moral or devotional project, but a comprehensive
civilizational process that requires intellectual foundations, legal order, economic discipline, political
organization, and ethical regulation. From the Qur’anic perspective, human social life is inseparable from
shared beliefs, collective norms, and institutional arrangements that guide people toward perfection, justice,
and meaningful life. In this framework, civilization is not reducible to material indicators such as wealth,
urbanization, or political expansion; rather, Islamic civilization is defined by the harmonious organization of
human beings within a rational and morally guided life, grounded in justice, spirituality, and collective
participation in material and spiritual development (1). Surah Al-Bagarah occupies a central position in this
process because it was revealed in the Medinan period, when the Muslim community was moving from a
persecuted religious group toward an organized society with legal, political, and economic institutions (6).
Therefore, this surah can be read as a foundational charter for Islamic society-building, especially because it
integrates doctrines of faith, social norms, family law, financial obligations, economic justice, and political
identity into a single normative structure. The present study examines the economic model of society-building
in the Qur’an with specific emphasis on Surah Al-Bagarah, arguing that the economic teachings of this surah
are not isolated legal rulings, but components of a coherent model for transforming a fragmented tribal society
into a just, productive, transparent, and spiritually oriented Islamic community.

The theoretical foundation of the economic model in Surah Al-Bagarah rests on three interrelated concepts:
divine unity, human vicegerency, and social responsibility. The Qur’anic declaration that all that exists in the
heavens and the earth belongs to God establishes a theological foundation for economic life, according to
which ownership is not an absolute individual entitlement but a delegated trust governed by divine law and
public welfare (4). The account of human vicegerency in the opening sections of Surah Al-Bagarah presents
humankind as God’s representative on earth, endowed with knowledge, dignity, and responsibility; this status
implies that economic activity must be conducted within the framework of justice, trusteeship, and
accountability. In this regard, Islamic economics differs from both unrestrained liberal individualism and state-
centered collectivism, because it recognizes private possession and economic agency while limiting them
through moral obligations, distributive justice, and prohibition of exploitative accumulation (3). The concept
of hayat tayyibah, or the good and purified life, further clarifies the purpose of economic order: material
welfare must be joined with moderation, justice, and spiritual orientation rather than detached from them (2).
Thus, the economic vision of Surah Al-Bagarah is grounded in an anthropology of dignity and responsibility,
where the human being is neither an unlimited possessor nor a passive economic subject, but a trustee whose
economic conduct must serve social balance, moral purification, and collective flourishing.

This study adopts a descriptive—analytical method. Its primary data consist of the verses of Surah Al-Bagarah,
especially those related to ownership, usury, charity, debt documentation, lawful trade, social solidarity, and
public justice. These verses are interpreted in light of major exegetical, jurisprudential, ethical, and historical
sources, including Tafsir Nemouneh, Al-Mizan, Anwar-e Derakhshan, works on Islamic economic thought,
and historical accounts of the Prophet’s society-building in Medina (1, 4, 7). The analytical procedure involves
identifying the economic principles embedded in the surah, examining their relationship with the broader social
and political project of the Medinan community, and reconstructing them as a coherent model of Islamic
economic society-building. The study does not treat the economic verses merely as scattered rulings; rather, it
reads them as an integrated normative system in which belief, law, ethics, market regulation, redistribution,
and governance mutually reinforce one another. Historical materials related to the Prophet’s establishment of
social and economic institutions in Medina are also used to clarify how Qur’anic principles were
operationalized in practice, particularly through the formation of markets, regulation of trade, encouragement
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of work and production, and establishment of public financial mechanisms (11, 12). Accordingly, the study
seeks to extract an applicable model rather than merely describe isolated doctrines.

The findings show that the economic model of Surah Al-Bagarah is organized around several major principles,
the most decisive of which is the absolute prohibition of usury and the establishment of a productive and
participatory economy. Verses 275 to 281 of Surah Al-Bagarah reject usury as a destructive economic
mechanism and distinguish it categorically from lawful trade: trade is legitimized because it involves real
exchange, productive activity, risk, and social utility, whereas usury generates profit without productive
contribution and transfers wealth from the needy to the powerful (1). This distinction reveals that the Qur’an
is not opposed to profit as such, but to profit detached from labor, risk, production, and ethical responsibility.
The severity of the Qur’anic language concerning usury demonstrates that it is not merely an individual sin but
a systemic threat to justice, social stability, and the legitimacy of the Islamic order. In place of usury, the
Qur’anic model promotes lawful exchange, partnership-based contracts, benevolent lending, and leniency
toward insolvent debtors. This alternative model is reinforced by the ethics of compassion in debt relations,
especially the instruction to grant respite to those in hardship. In this structure, economic relations are not
governed solely by contract formalism or creditor advantage, but by moral responsibility, social solidarity, and
recognition of vulnerability. Therefore, the anti-usury framework of Surah Al-Bagarah functions as the turning
point of Islamic economic society-building, because it dismantles exploitative financial relations and redirects
capital toward productive, participatory, and socially beneficial activity.

Another major finding is that Surah Al-Bagarah constructs a model of wealth distribution and economic
transparency through the institutionalization of charity, almsgiving, public finance, and legal documentation.
Verses 261 to 274 present infaq not merely as a private virtue, but as a social and economic mechanism for
redistributing surplus wealth, reducing poverty, and activating social solidarity (8). The Qur’anic imagery of
a grain producing seven hundred grains indicates both spiritual multiplication and the broader social effect of
giving, because wealth directed toward the needy re-enters the economic cycle and strengthens communal
resilience. At the same time, Surah Al-Bagarah establishes the ethics of giving by prohibiting reproach,
humiliation, and harm toward recipients, thereby preserving human dignity and preventing charity from
becoming a tool of domination. The establishment of bayt al-mal in the Prophet’s community can be
understood as the institutional expression of this distributive logic, since public resources such as zakat, tribute,
and other revenues were organized for public needs, governance, and social support (9). In addition, the longest
verse of the Qur’an, Ayat al-Dayn, provides a sophisticated framework for documenting debts, clarifying
obligations, appointing witnesses, and preventing financial disputes. This emphasis on documentation
demonstrates that economic morality requires legal and administrative transparency, not merely personal piety.
The prohibition of consuming wealth unjustly and using corrupt access to rulers for financial gain further
indicates that the Qur’an directly confronts systemic corruption, bribery, and rent-seeking as threats to justice
and public trust (8). The Prophet’s supervision of markets and the emergence of hisbah similarly show that a
just economy requires active regulation, inspection, and protection of fair exchange (10, 11).

In conclusion, the economic society-building model derived from Surah Al-Bagarah is a comprehensive and
purposeful framework based on divine ownership, human trusteeship, justice, productive exchange,
redistribution of wealth, transparency, and resistance to domination. Its central logic is that no Islamic society
can become stable, ethical, and civilizationally effective while its economy is built on usury, corruption,
opacity, consumerism, poverty, and dependency. The model begins with a transformation in worldview, moves
toward legal and institutional reform, and culminates in the creation of a society in which wealth circulates
justly, economic activity remains tied to production and responsibility, and governance protects public rights
against exploitation and rent-seeking. In the contemporary era, this model can be operationalized through
genuine participatory finance, expansion of interest-free lending for essential needs and small enterprises,
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transparent documentation of financial contracts, technologically supported anti-corruption oversight,
purposeful redistribution through zakat, wagf, and charity, and strategic economic independence in essential
goods and services. The enduring significance of Surah Al-Bagarah lies in its ability to connect faith with law,

ethics with institutions, and spirituality with economic justice, thereby offering a practical foundation for
Islamic society-building in both historical and modern contexts.
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