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Abstract

Fixed Entities (A "yan Thabitah), or the immutable realities of contingent beings, constitute one of the fundamental concepts of Ibn ‘Arabi’s
theoretical mysticism. This doctrine plays a pivotal role in explaining the relationship between unity and multiplicity, the nature of divine
knowledge prior to creation, and the mode of manifestation of beings in the world. Using a descriptive-analytical method and drawing
upon primary mystical, philosophical, and exegetical sources, the present study examines this concept within Ibn ‘Arabi’s intellectual
system and subsequently investigates its reinterpretation in the thought of two prominent figures of contemporary Shi‘i philosophy and
mysticism, namely Allameh Tabataba’i and Imam Khomeini. The findings indicate that Ibn ‘Arabi regarded Fixed Entities as immutable
intelligible forms subsisting within divine knowledge. Although they are neither externally existent nor independently created, their effects
and determinations become manifest in the realm of concrete existence. While influenced by Ibn ‘Arabi, Allameh Tabataba’i approaches
the concept from a philosophical perspective grounded in the principality of existence and critiques the doctrine of Fixed Entities, arguing
that it implies the precedence of quiddity over existence and attributes acquired knowledge to God. He interprets annihilation (fana’) as
the subsistence of the seeker’s fixed entity and maintains that the complete extinction of personal identity would undermine the teleological
purpose of the spiritual journey. In contrast, Imam Khomeini, through an integration of mystical and philosophical approaches, interprets
Fixed Entities as determinations of the manifestations of the Divine Names within the Plane of Unity (Hadrat al-Wahidiyyah). He identifies
the fixed entity of the Perfect Human as the Greatest Name (al-Ism al-A ‘zam) and the Divine Vicegerent, emphasizing the possibility of
reconciling mystical and philosophical perspectives. Accordingly, the disagreement between these two thinkers concerning Fixed Entities
and annihilation originates from their differing foundations regarding the principality of existence, divine knowledge, and the relationship
between the Divine Essence and Attributes. Nevertheless, each has made a significant contribution to the development and orientation of
Shi‘i theoretical mysticism.

Keywords: Fixed Entities (A ‘van Thabitah), Ibn ‘Arabi, Allameh Tabataba’i, Imam Khomeini, Annihilation (Fana’), Divine Knowledge,
Unity of Being.
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Extended Abstract

This study examines the concept of Fixed Entities (a‘yan thabitah) as one of the most central and complex
doctrines in Ibn ‘Arabi’s theoretical mysticism and analyzes its later reception, critique, and reinterpretation
in the thought of Allameh Tabatabaei and Imam Khomeini. The doctrine of Fixed Entities occupies a decisive
position in explaining the relation between the absolute unity of Being and the multiplicity of created
manifestations, the mode of divine knowledge before creation, and the ontological status of contingent realities
prior to their external realization. In Ibn “Arab1’s metaphysical system, Fixed Entities are not external existents,
nor are they independently created realities; rather, they are the immutable intelligible forms or scientific
realities of possible beings in divine knowledge. They remain fixed in the divine knowledge from eternity,
while their effects, judgments, and determinations become manifest in the external world according to their
preparedness and ontological receptivity (23, 24). This doctrine enables Ibn ‘Arabi to articulate a subtle
account of how multiplicity appears without compromising the unity of the Real, since created beings are not
independent entities standing alongside God, but manifestations of divine self-disclosure according to the
determinations of their fixed realities (1, 2). The theoretical significance of this concept becomes especially
clear when it is examined in relation to divine knowledge, annihilation, and the ultimate goal of mystical
wayfaring.

The study is based on a descriptive-analytical method and relies on primary mystical, philosophical, and
exegetical sources, especially the works of Ibn “Arabi, Sadr al-Din Qunawi, Mulla Sadra, Allameh Tabatabaei,
and Imam Khomeini. In the Akbarian tradition, Qunaw1 plays a particularly important role in systematizing
the doctrine of Fixed Entities and explaining their relation to divine existence, divine names, and the
appearance of created beings. According to Qunawi, the existence of contingent beings is nothing other than
the manifestation of the Being of the Real in the realities of those beings; when the conditions for external
realization are fulfilled, the judgments and effects of each fixed entity appear in the mirror of existence (3).
The Fixed Entities thus have no external existence in themselves, but they are not irrelevant abstractions either;
they function as the intelligible measures, receptivities, and determinations according to which the divine self-
disclosure becomes differentiated in the world. Fanari also elaborates this point by relating the appearance of
beings to the divine names and to the response of the Real to the preparedness of each possible entity (4).
Within this framework, the distinction between the Most Sacred Emanation and the Sacred Emanation becomes
crucial: the former refers to the disclosure of the divine names and fixed realities in the plane of knowledge,
while the latter refers to the manifestation of these realities in external existence (2).

The philosophical reception of this doctrine becomes more complex in the context of the school of transcendent
wisdom. Mulla Sadra’s ontology, especially his doctrines of the principality of existence, gradation of
existence, and the rule of “the simple reality is all things,” provides a philosophical framework for
reinterpreting mystical doctrines in ontological terms (5, 6). In this framework, existence is primary, simple,
and graded, while quiddity has only derivative and mental ,Lz¢I. This perspective generates both an opportunity

and a problem for the doctrine of Fixed Entities. On the one hand, it makes possible a philosophical explanation
of divine knowledge as simple, immediate, and inclusive of all perfections; on the other hand, it raises the
question of whether affirming a fixed status for quiddities before external creation implies the precedence of
quiddity over existence. This tension is central to Allameh Tabatabaei’s engagement with the doctrine.
Although deeply familiar with mystical language and influenced by the metaphysical legacy of Ibn ‘Arabi,
Tabatabaei approaches the issue primarily from the standpoint of philosophical ontology and divine
knowledge. His metaphysical principles in Bidayat al-Hikmah and Nihayat al-Hikmah emphasize that divine
knowledge is identical with the divine essence, that God’s knowledge of things before creation is immediate
and presential, and that no multiplicity or acquired form can be introduced into the divine essence (8, 9).
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From this philosophical standpoint, Allameh Tabatabaei criticizes the doctrine of Fixed Entities when it is
understood as affirming a kind of independent quiddative fixity prior to creation. His critique can be
summarized in several interrelated points. First, he argues that the distinction between divine knowledge before
creation and divine knowledge after creation must not be understood in a way that compromises the
coextensiveness of knowledge and existence. Second, the supposition that quiddities possess a fixed status
before being granted existence conflicts with the principality of existence. Third, such a supposition risks
giving ontological priority to quiddity over existence, whereas in transcendent wisdom quiddity is not
ontologically primary. Fourth, the theory may imply that divine knowledge is acquired and dependent upon
objects of knowledge, while true divine knowledge is presential and the objects of knowledge are dependent
upon it. Fifth, pure non-existence cannot possess real thingness or fixity, since thingness is inseparable from
existence (9, 10). This critique also shapes Tabatabaei’s view of annihilation. In his interpretation, mystical
annihilation cannot mean the absolute destruction of the seeker’s identity, for such a view would render
spiritual striving, prophetic guidance, and the return to subsistence meaningless. Rather, annihilation is
interpreted as the persistence of the seeker’s fixed identity in the station of witnessing unity, not as the total
nullification of the person (11, 18). This position contrasts with interpretations of annihilation that emphasize
the complete erasure of personal identity in the divine reality (13).

Imam Khomeini’s approach differs significantly from Tabatabaei’s, although both thinkers operate within the
broader intellectual world of Shi‘i philosophy and mysticism. Imam Khomeini adopts a synthetic method that
combines Akbarian mysticism with philosophical principles drawn from the tradition of transcendent wisdom.
In Misbah al-Hidayah ila al-Khilafah wa al-Wilayah, he explicitly identifies Fixed Entities as determinations
of the manifestations of the divine names in the Plane of Unity. For him, the opening of the plane of Fixed
Entities occurs through the Most Sacred Emanation, in which the divine names disclose their intelligible forms
in the divine knowledge (14). He further maintains that the fixed entity of the Perfect Human, identified with
the Muhammadan Reality, is the Greatest Name and the divine vicegerent through whom the relation between
the hidden and the manifest, the inner and the outer, and the spirit and the body is established (14). In his
Commentary on the Dawn Supplication, Imam Khomeini describes the Greatest Name in its objective reality
as the Perfect Human and considers other Fixed Entities and even divine names as manifestations of this
comprehensive reality (16). In his Commentary on Surah al-Hamd, he also employs the doctrine of Fixed
Entities in interpreting divine lordship, mercy, and the existential movement of all beings toward the Absolute
(15). Unlike Tabatabaei, Imam Khomeini does not regard the doctrine as necessarily entailing acquired divine
knowledge or the independence of quiddity; rather, he interprets it as a doctrine of divine self-disclosure, in
which the Fixed Entities are not created external things but intelligible determinations of the divine names.
The findings of this study indicate that the disagreement between Allameh Tabatabaei and Imam Khomeini
concerning Fixed Entities, annihilation, and divine knowledge is rooted in different methodological and
metaphysical priorities. Tabatabaei’s reading is primarily philosophical, grounded in the principality and
gradation of existence and in a strict account of presential divine knowledge. Therefore, he resists any
interpretation of Fixed Entities that appears to grant quiddity a prior or independent status. Imam Khomeini’s
reading is primarily mystical-philosophical and seeks to reconcile the Akbarian doctrine of divine self-
disclosure with the ontological insights of transcendent wisdom. For him, Fixed Entities are not rivals to divine
unity, nor are they independent realities; they are the scientific and name-based determinations of the divine
manifestation. Consequently, the doctrine of Fixed Entities in contemporary Shi‘i theoretical mysticism can
be read through two powerful and internally coherent models: a critical-philosophical model represented by
Allameh Tabatabaei and a synthetic-mystical model represented by Imam Khomeini.
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