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Abstract

The preservation of the system is a frequently used expression and, at the same time, a concept with a central role in the political—
jurisprudential thought of Imam Khomeini (s), to the extent that he introduces it as one of the most obligatory of obligations. Meanwhile,
the narration “Islam is built upon five... and walayah is their head,” known as the Da‘d’im al-Islam narration, presents walayah as the
foremost of all pillars of religion. The main question of this study is as follows: if walayah is the head of religion and the guarantor of the
realization of its other pillars, how can the preservation of the system be regarded as the most obligatory of obligations and even be
considered prior to walayah? Aiming to clarify the relationship between these two propositions, this study first examines, through a
descriptive method, the jurisprudential foundations of the Da‘a’im narration and the status of walayah, and then investigates the rational
and textual foundations of the obligation to preserve the system from the perspective of Imam Khomeini. It will subsequently analyze the
conditions and characteristics of the system whose preservation is obligatory, including divine legitimacy, the capacity to establish the
Sharia, justice, observance of the interests of the ummah, and the Islamic character of its structure. The findings of the study indicate that
walayah as a pillar and head, and the system as its context and protector, are not contradictory concepts. Rather, the preservation of the
system, as the most obligatory of obligations, refers to a practical necessity for the realization of walayah and other religious rulings.
Accordingly, the system whose preservation is obligatory is not just any system, but one that possesses public acceptability, religious
legitimacy, justice, and the capacity to establish the Sharia.
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Extended Abstract

This study examines the jurisprudential and legal relationship between the narration of Da‘a’im al-Islam
concerning walayah and the principle, emphasized in Imam Khomeini’s political jurisprudence, that preserving
the Islamic system is among the most obligatory of obligations. The central problem arises from the apparent
tension between two authoritative propositions: on the one hand, Shiite narrations present walayah as the head
and central pillar of religion; on the other hand, Imam Khomeini assigns practical priority to the preservation
of the Islamic system, describing it as an obligation whose neglect would endanger the implementation of all
other religious duties (1, 2). The research question is therefore not whether walayah is essential, but how its
essential and foundational status can be reconciled with the practical priority of preserving the political and
legal order through which walayah and the rulings of the Sharia become socially operative. In this framework,
the study argues that the relationship between walayah and preservation of the system should not be understood
as a hierarchy of intrinsic superiority in which the system replaces or supersedes walayah. Rather, walayah
constitutes the doctrinal and normative foundation of Islamic authority, while the Islamic system functions as
the institutional and legal context that enables this authority to be actualized in society. This distinction
between ontological or doctrinal primacy and practical or executive priority forms the conceptual basis of the
study and allows the two propositions to be read as complementary rather than contradictory (29, 38).

The study employs a descriptive—analytical method grounded in Shiite jurisprudential reasoning and legal
analysis. It first investigates the textual and documentary foundations of the Da‘'a’im narration, especially the
well-known report that Islam is built upon prayer, almsgiving, fasting, pilgrimage, and walayah, and that
nothing has been proclaimed as emphatically as walayah (2). The analysis shows that in Shiite hadith literature,
walayah is not merely one pillar among several independent religious obligations; rather, it is described as the
key, guide, and condition for the effective realization of other religious duties. This meaning is further
supported by related narrations in which walayah is presented as the interpretive and practical axis of religious
life (14, 21). From a sanad-based perspective, the multiplicity of transmissions, the presence of the narration
in major Imamite sources, and the acceptance of its content among jurists and theologians strengthen its
authority for jurisprudential and theological argumentation (15, 16). The study also notes that early Imamite
jurists treated walayah not only as a doctrinal principle but also as a necessary condition for adjudication,
implementation of legal punishments, administration of public affairs, and preservation of social order (3-5).
Thus, the narration’s emphasis on walayah should be understood as a statement about the foundational
authority that gives religious rulings coherence, legitimacy, and institutional direction.

The second analytical dimension concerns the principle of preserving the Islamic system in Imam Khomeini’s
jurisprudential and political thought. Imam Khomeini’s formulation does not treat the system as an autonomous
political value detached from religion; rather, the system is valuable because it is the framework through which
divine rulings, public justice, social order, and Islamic governance become enforceable (1, 34). In this sense,
the preservation of the system is “most obligatory” because the collapse of the Islamic order would lead to the
suspension or ineffectiveness of many social, legal, and political rulings of Islam. Contemporary jurists and
political thinkers have similarly argued that Islamic governance and walayat al-faqih require an operative
institutional structure capable of enforcing justice, protecting public interests, and maintaining order (18, 35,
36). From the perspective of public law, the system provides the legal and administrative basis for the
realization of public rights, constitutional order, security, and legitimate authority (11, 33, 37). Therefore, the
practical precedence of preserving the system is not a denial of walayah, but a recognition that walayah cannot
remain socially effective without an institutional order capable of implementing its legal and normative
implications.
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The study further demonstrates that the obligation to preserve the system is not absolute in an unrestricted
sense. It is conditional upon the nature and qualities of the system itself. A system whose preservation is treated
as among the most obligatory duties must possess divine legitimacy, be grounded in the guardianship of a
qualified jurist, have the capacity to implement the Sharia, uphold justice and equity, protect the interests of
the ummah, and maintain Islamic objectives and structures (1, 29, 31). The preservation of a system that lacks
religious legitimacy, violates justice, undermines public interests, or departs from Islamic objectives cannot be
justified under the same jurisprudential principle. Classical and later jurists emphasized that legitimate
authority is tied to the implementation of justice, enforcement of rulings, protection of social order, and
prevention of chaos (7, 8, 27, 28). Legal scholars likewise connect the legitimacy of political order to public
welfare, constitutional stability, national security, and the protection of rights (40, 41). Accordingly, the study
clarifies that the phrase “preservation of the system” cannot be extended to every political order. It refers
specifically to a legitimate Islamic order that remains capable of realizing the purposes for which Islamic
governance exists.

The fourth dimension of the study concerns the problem of conflict, or tazahum, between the requirements of
walayah and the preservation of the system. In jurisprudence, tazahum occurs where two valid obligations
cannot both be performed simultaneously in practice, requiring priority to be given to the more important
obligation. In this context, the rule of “the more important and the important” and the rule of “repelling the
greater evil by tolerating the lesser evil” provide the main jurisprudential bases for practical preference (34,
39). Imam Khomeini’s view can be understood as a governmental-jurisprudential application of these rules:
where the survival of the legitimate Islamic system is genuinely threatened, preserving that system may take
practical precedence over certain individual or secondary obligations because its collapse would endanger the
entire framework of religious implementation (1). This priority, however, is practical and conditional, not
doctrinal or intrinsic. Walayah remains the head and foundation of Islamic authority, while the system remains
the necessary context for its realization. Contemporary discussions of public law support this interpretation by
emphasizing that constitutional order, security, and administrative stability are prerequisites for the
enforcement of law and justice (11, 33, 42). Thus, when a real conflict arises, preference for preserving the
system must be limited, proportionate, temporary, and directed toward safeguarding the conditions of religious
and legal implementation.

In conclusion, the study finds that there is no real contradiction between the narration that places walayah at
the head of religion and Imam Khomeini’s principle that preserving the Islamic system is among the most
obligatory of obligations. The apparent tension is resolved by distinguishing between the intrinsic and doctrinal
primacy of walayah and the practical and institutional priority of preserving the system. Walayah is the
normative source of Islamic authority, while the system is the operational framework that allows that authority
to be implemented in law, governance, justice, and public order. Therefore, preserving the system is not prior
to walayah in essence, but prior in the practical sphere when the realization of walayah and other religious
obligations depends on the survival of a legitimate Islamic order. The obligation to preserve such a system is
also conditional, not unrestricted: it applies only to a system that is religiously legitimate, justice-oriented,
capable of implementing the Sharia, protective of public interests, and faithful to Islamic purposes. On this
basis, the preservation of the system and the centrality of walayah are mutually reinforcing principles within
Shiite political jurisprudence.
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