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Abstract

Interdisciplinary studies in the field of the Holy Qur’an and its examination require exploring the achievements of various sciences,
utilizing Qur’anic indications, and identifying the relationship between its teachings and these disciplines. Linguistics can be considered
one of these sciences, as it has found diverse applications in the humanities and has also acquired a distinctive position in Qur’anic studies.
One of the approaches within this discipline that has received comparatively less attention in the study of the Qur’an is cognitive linguistics.
This field adopts an approach that regards language as a means of uncovering the human cognitive system and is recognized as one of the
major branches of contemporary linguistics. Cognitive linguistics has developed innovative methods for analyzing various texts, including
religious texts and especially the Holy Qur’an. Furthermore, it helps prevent potential interpretive errors that may arise when exegetes
substitute one expression for another and guides them toward understanding the conceptualizations embedded within each Qur’anic
expression as they truly are.
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Extended Abstract

Prayer, as one of the central concepts of Qur’anic discourse and Islamic educational thought, is not merely a
devotional utterance or an individual act of supplication, but a complex linguistic, spiritual, ethical, and
pedagogical phenomenon. From the perspective of speech act analysis, prayer in the Holy Qur’an may be
understood as a form of meaningful action performed through language, in which the speaker does not simply
produce words, but enacts humility, dependence, hope, repentance, trust, request, praise, and moral orientation
before God. In Islamic sources, prayer is repeatedly associated with faith, inner serenity, servitude, and
recognition of divine sovereignty; therefore, it carries both expressive and transformative functions. The
Qur’anic concept of prayer is grounded in the act of “calling” God, but this calling is never reducible to a
verbal request; rather, it reflects a cognitive, affective, and existential relation between the human being and
the Creator (1). In this sense, prayer becomes a pedagogical speech act that educates the believer by shaping
consciousness, correcting intention, strengthening reliance upon God, and directing the soul toward moral
refinement. The significance of prayer in the Qur’an is also evident in the semantic breadth of its forms,
including calling, requesting, worshipping, invoking, seeking aid, and addressing God with reverence, all of
which reveal its deep connection with religious experience and ethical formation (2). Accordingly, the present
study examines the speech-act structure of prayer in the Holy Qur’an with emphasis on its educational
foundations and seeks to show how Qur’anic prayer functions as a linguistic act that simultaneously expresses
belief, constructs moral subjectivity, and guides human conduct.

The theoretical basis of the study is rooted in the view that language is not only a system of signs but also a
field of action. In speech act theory, utterances are not limited to conveying information; they may command,
warn, promise, praise, request, declare, invite, express emotion, or transform the social and spiritual situation
of the speaker. When this approach is applied to Qur’anic discourse, prayer appears as a multidimensional act
that includes locutionary, illocutionary, and perlocutionary dimensions. The locutionary dimension is the
verbal form of prayer; the illocutionary dimension is the intention embodied in the act of calling upon God;
and the perlocutionary dimension is the spiritual, psychological, and moral effect that prayer produces in the
believer. In this framework, Qur’anic prayer includes directive acts such as request and supplication,
expressive acts such as praise and confession, commissive acts such as repentance and commitment, and
declarative or assertive acts such as acknowledgment of divine power and human need. The Qur’an also
employs prayer in contexts of warning, encouragement, repentance, gratitude, and communal solidarity,
thereby linking the linguistic act of supplication with guidance and education (3). The distinction of Qur’anic
speech acts lies in their inherently formative and guiding nature, for they do not merely communicate meaning
but orient the human being toward spiritual awakening, ethical discipline, and conscious dependence on God
(1). Thus, the speech act of prayer in the Qur’an should be read not only as a theological expression but also
as an educational mechanism embedded in divine discourse.

The semantic analysis of prayer in the Qur’an shows that the concept appears in various meanings, including
calling, invoking, asking, inviting, worshipping, and seeking divine assistance. Although these meanings differ
according to context, their common semantic core is the act of calling with need, attention, and desire (2).
Qur’anic usages of prayer include calling upon God for forgiveness, asking for guidance, inviting others toward
divine truth, and expressing servitude before the Lord of the worlds. These meanings reveal that prayer is at
once personal and communal, inward and outward, devotional and ethical. Islamic traditions further expand
this semantic field by identifying specific modes of prayer, such as raghbah, rahbah, tadarru’, tabattul, ibtihal,
and isti‘adhah, each of which corresponds to a particular spiritual condition, bodily posture, and affective
orientation. Raghbah expresses longing and hopeful desire, rahbah expresses fear and awe, tadarru® expresses
humility and lamentation, tabattul signifies detachment from all besides God, ibtihal indicates intense pleading
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and tearful devotion, and isti‘adhah refers to seeking refuge in God (4). These categories show that prayer is
not merely verbal; it involves the body, emotion, intention, and spiritual state of the supplicant. Narrations
from the Imams describe the gestures and postures associated with these forms, such as raising the hands,
turning the palms, moving the fingers, or stretching the arms in supplication, which indicates that prayer is an
embodied speech act through which the believer’s inward state is manifested outwardly (8). Consequently,
prayer becomes a comprehensive educational act that trains the believer in humility, attentiveness, sincerity,
dependence, reverence, and self-awareness.

The educational foundations of prayer are most clearly visible in its role in moral refinement. Prayer teaches
the believer to stand before God with shame, sincerity, repentance, and awareness of divine presence. One of
the first moral effects of prayer is the cultivation of haya’, or sacred shame, before God. The believer who
recognizes that God is constantly aware of human actions refrains from sin not merely out of fear of
punishment, but out of reverence and moral consciousness. Islamic traditions describe the highest degree of
shame as the awareness that God fully knows the servant’s inner and outer states; therefore, a person who sins
while knowing that God sees him has not realized true shame before the Divine (5). In this respect, prayer
educates the soul by making the servant conscious of divine nearness and accountability. The moral function
of prayer is also connected to purification from sin. Many narrations emphasize that certain sins prevent prayer
from ascending or being accepted, including hypocrisy, unlawful livelihood, negligence in prayer, injustice
toward others, hardness of heart, and disobedience to divine commands (14). The supplicant must therefore
prepare the ground for prayer through ethical conduct, lawful action, sincerity, repentance, and avoidance of
moral corruption. This shows that prayer is not an isolated ritual but part of a wider moral discipline. The
believer’s speech before God must be supported by action, for supplication without righteous conduct is
compared to shooting an arrow from a bow without a string (14). Thus, the Qur’anic and hadith-based
understanding of prayer links language with ethical responsibility and makes the acceptance of prayer
dependent upon the moral transformation of the supplicant.

Another central educational function of prayer is the cultivation of trust in God and liberation from dependence
on created beings. In Qur’anic spirituality, the servant who truly recognizes God as the ultimate cause and
source of all power feels ashamed to turn in ultimate dependence toward anyone other than Him. Prayer,
therefore, becomes an act of spiritual reorientation: it redirects the heart from dispersion among worldly causes
to concentration upon the divine source of all assistance. Narrations repeatedly emphasize that God responds
to those who call upon Him sincerely, while those who abandon divine reliance and attach their hope to created
beings deprive themselves of the fullness of divine grace (14). This does not negate ordinary human
cooperation, but it establishes a hierarchy of dependence in which all means are understood as subordinate to
God. The pedagogical implication is that prayer trains the believer in inner freedom, sincerity of intention, and
spiritual dignity. It prevents servility before worldly powers and encourages the human being to seek strength,
forgiveness, provision, protection, and guidance from the One who is self-sufficient. Moreover, prayer has a
social dimension in the Qur’an, since many Qur’anic prayers are expressed in the plural form and include
requests for parents, believers, brothers in faith, and future generations. This communal language of prayer
teaches social solidarity, compassion, intercession, and shared moral responsibility. Supplication for others,
especially for believers who preceded one in faith, shows that Qur’anic prayer extends beyond individual
salvation and becomes a form of social and spiritual education. It forms a community that remembers, forgives,
supports, and prays for one another within the horizon of divine mercy.

In conclusion, the speech act analysis of prayer in the Holy Qur’an demonstrates that prayer is a dynamic
linguistic, spiritual, and educational act through which the believer speaks, acts, learns, reforms, and draws
near to God. Prayer is not simply a request for needs, nor is it limited to a private devotional moment; rather,
it is a formative practice that constructs the moral personality of the human being. Through prayer, the believer
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learns humility, sincerity, repentance, hope, fear, trust, gratitude, patience, and social responsibility. The
Qur’anic language of prayer reveals that human speech can become a means of transformation when it is rooted
in faith and directed toward the Divine. Prayer educates the heart by reminding it of its dependence, educates
the tongue by disciplining it toward truth and reverence, educates the body by involving it in gestures of
humility, and educates society by encouraging collective supplication and concern for others. Therefore, prayer
in the Qur’an should be regarded as one of the most important foundations of Islamic moral and educational
formation, because it unites language, belief, action, and character in a single spiritual process.
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