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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the role of the Peace Court and the Dispute Resolution Council in interpreting and communicating the concept
of “ma 1a yutiqiin” in the Hadith of Raf". The main problem addressed in the article is how the judicial system, while preserving individual
rights and enforcing binding legal rules, can prevent the imposition of duties, obligations, or procedures that exceed a person’s real and
customary capacity. The Hadith of Raf’, particularly the phrase “ma 1a yutiqiin,” constitutes an important foundation in Imami
jurisprudence for negating obligation in matters beyond human endurance and can also provide an analytical basis for judicial procedure,
reconciliation, settlement, and legal responsibility. Using a descriptive-analytical method and relying on jurisprudential, legal-theoretical,
and legal sources, the article shows that the Peace Court and the Dispute Resolution Council are not merely administrative mechanisms
for reducing caseloads; rather, they can serve as institutional grounds for realizing humane, tolerable, and peace-oriented justice. The
Peace Court, while maintaining its judicial authority, can play a significant role in identifying genuine incapacity, adjusting methods of
enforcing obligations, reducing burdensome formalities, and issuing proportionate decisions. The Dispute Resolution Council, through
dialogue, mediation, and reconciliation, can communicate the meaning of incapacity to disputing parties and guide them toward informed,
fair, and enforceable agreements. The findings indicate that “ma 1a yutiqtin” does not mean the absolute negation of responsibility; instead,
it functions as a criterion for regulating responsibility according to the actual capacity of individuals. The study concludes that these two
institutions, if they carefully distinguish genuine excuse from artificial claims of inability, can establish a balance between protecting
rights, ensuring fairness, and preventing unbearable legal burdens.
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Extended Abstract

The present study examines the role of the Peace Court and the Dispute Resolution Council in interpreting and
communicating the meaning of “ma la yutiqin” within the Hadith of Raf’, with special attention to the
relationship between legal obligation, human capacity, and conciliatory justice. The central problem addressed
in this article is that modern judicial institutions often apply general legal rules to individuals whose social,
financial, psychological, or procedural capacities are unequal, limited, or exhausted. In such circumstances,
the formal recognition of rights may not be sufficient for achieving justice, because a person may theoretically
possess a right while practically lacking the ability to pursue, defend, perform, or endure the legal
consequences attached to that right. The Hadith of Raf® provides a significant jurisprudential foundation for
this discussion, because it reflects a legal and ethical logic according to which responsibility and obligation
should not be imposed beyond human capacity. The phrase “ma 1a yutiqin” is especially important because it
directly concerns matters that exceed a person’s power of endurance or performance. Classical Shi‘i hadith
sources preserve the broader content of the Hadith of Raf* and establish its relevance to questions of excuse,
liability, inability, and the removal of burdensome consequences (1). Its transmission in later hadith
compilations further demonstrates that the principle of removing unbearable or impossible burdens became an
important basis for juristic reasoning in different areas of Islamic law (2). The article therefore argues that the
Peace Court and the Dispute Resolution Council can be understood not merely as procedural or administrative
institutions, but as potential institutional expressions of a deeper jurisprudential principle: the prevention of
legal burdens that exceed the real and reasonable capacity of disputing parties.

The theoretical framework of the article is grounded in Shi‘i jurisprudence, legal maxims, and modern theories
of access to justice and alternative dispute resolution. In Shi‘i legal theory, obligation is closely connected to
capacity, because a meaningful duty presupposes the possibility of performance. Discussions of taklif, excuse,
legal responsibility, and procedural presumptions in usil al-figh repeatedly return to the question of whether a
person can justly be held accountable when knowledge, choice, or capacity is absent or impaired (3). In this
context, “ma la yutiqin” cannot be reduced to ordinary hardship; rather, it refers to a condition in which
performance or endurance is beyond the person’s legally and rationally assessable capacity. The distinction
between inability, hardship, coercion, and necessity is therefore essential. Legal maxims concerning hardship
and the removal of difficulty show that Islamic jurisprudence contains a strong internal mechanism for
preventing excessive burden, especially when strict application of a rule would defeat the moral purposes of
the law (11). Similar reasoning appears in classical discussions of legal maxims, where hardship, harm, and
incapacity are treated as factors capable of modifying the legal effect of general rules (12). At the same time,
the article recognizes that “ma 12 yutiqiin” cannot be interpreted as a general license to escape responsibility.
Classical legal theory requires the proper verification of the subject of a rule, and therefore the claim of inability
must be distinguished from unwillingness, negligence, delay, or strategic avoidance (4). This theoretical
balance is central to the article’s argument.

The study then situates the Peace Court and the Dispute Resolution Council within the broader movement from
purely adjudicative justice toward plural, accessible, and settlement-oriented mechanisms of dispute
resolution. Modern access-to-justice theory emphasizes that justice is not achieved merely by creating courts
or recognizing rights in formal legal texts; rather, justice requires real, effective, and affordable access to
mechanisms through which individuals can understand, claim, defend, and enforce their rights (5). This insight
is particularly relevant to disputes involving vulnerable parties, low-value claims, family tensions, local
conflicts, small debts, and cases in which the burden of ordinary litigation may exceed the value or practical
capacity of the parties. The Dispute Resolution Council, by emphasizing dialogue, reconciliation, and social
proximity, can reduce the psychological and financial weight of litigation and can help parties reach solutions
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that are more compatible with their actual capacities. The Peace Court, while retaining a judicial character,
may similarly reduce procedural rigidity and support solutions that are both legally valid and practically
enforceable. The concept of the multi-door courthouse is useful for explaining this institutional arrangement,
because different disputes require different forms of processing, and not every conflict is best resolved through
full formal adjudication (7). Mediation theory also supports this approach, since mediation is not limited to
compromise but seeks to reconstruct communication, reveal underlying interests, and create durable
settlements adapted to the parties’ circumstances (6). The article thus interprets these institutions as
mechanisms that can transform the abstract meaning of “ma la yutiqtin™ into a practical judicial method.

The core analytical claim of the article is that the Peace Court and the Dispute Resolution Council perform two
interrelated functions regarding “ma 1a yutiqin: interpretation and communication. Interpretation refers to the
institutional task of identifying when a party’s claimed inability is legally relevant, objectively credible, and
normatively significant. Communication refers to explaining this meaning to the parties in a way that prevents
both harsh legal formalism and irresponsible avoidance of obligations. In many disputes, one party may be
unable to pay a debt immediately, attend repeated court hearings, understand legal terminology, bear the costs
of litigation, or withstand the social consequences of continued conflict. Yet the existence of hardship does not
automatically eliminate responsibility. Legal responsibility must instead be adjusted, structured, or
implemented in a way that respects both the right of the claimant and the limited capacity of the obligated
party. The general theory of obligations shows that performance, impossibility, delay, liability, and
enforceability must be analyzed with attention to the nature of the obligation and the circumstances affecting
its execution (13). Legal terminology also matters, because concepts such as settlement, waiver, discharge,
obligation, liability, capacity, and excuse have distinct legal consequences and must be communicated
accurately to non-specialist parties (14). Within Shi ‘i jurisprudence, the validity of obligations and legal effects
is likewise shaped by conditions such as capacity, intent, choice, and the proper attribution of conduct (15).
Accordingly, the Peace Court and the Dispute Resolution Council must prevent both extremes: imposing
unbearable obligations on genuinely incapable persons and allowing false claims of inability to undermine the
rights of others.

The article further argues that a proper understanding of “ma 1a yutiqiin” can improve the quality of settlement
and judicial decision-making by promoting proportional, enforceable, and humane outcomes. Settlement
should not be understood as mere pressure to compromise, because a settlement imposed on the weaker party
may reproduce injustice under the appearance of reconciliation. Contemporary settlement theory warns that
consensual resolution is valuable only when participation is meaningful, informed, and not distorted by severe
inequality or coercive pressure (19). This concern is highly relevant to the Dispute Resolution Council, where
social familiarity, family pressure, economic weakness, or lack of legal knowledge may influence a party’s
consent. The same concern applies to the Peace Court, which must ensure that procedural simplicity does not
become substantive unfairness. From a jurisprudential perspective, the court or council must evaluate whether
the proposed duty, payment plan, waiver, reconciliation, or procedural requirement is within the party’s
reasonable capacity. Juristic sources show that Islamic law has long distinguished between the capable and
incapable, the voluntary and coerced, the knowing and mistaken, and the responsible and excused (18).
Detailed juristic discussions of obligations, adjudication, settlement, and liability similarly indicate that legal
effects should be applied with attention to the real conditions of the parties (16). The Peace Court and the
Dispute Resolution Council can therefore give contemporary institutional form to this juristic sensitivity by
producing settlements and decisions that protect rights while avoiding unbearable burdens.

In conclusion, the article demonstrates that the phrase “ma 1a yutiqiin” in the Hadith of Raf" has important
implications for contemporary legal institutions concerned with peace, reconciliation, and accessible justice.
The Peace Court and the Dispute Resolution Council can serve as practical sites for translating this
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jurisprudential principle into judicial behavior, provided that they carefully distinguish genuine incapacity
from strategic noncompliance. Their role is not to weaken legal responsibility, but to make responsibility
proportionate, intelligible, and executable. The study concludes that these institutions operate at three levels:
identifying situations in which a legal or procedural burden exceeds real human capacity, adjusting the process
or outcome to avoid injustice, and communicating the meaning of rights, duties, settlement, and incapacity to
the parties. When properly understood, the principle of “ma la yutiqiin” supports neither rigid formalism nor
unregulated leniency; rather, it supports a balanced model of justice in which law remains binding, rights
remain protected, and human capacity remains central. Such a model can strengthen public trust in dispute
resolution, reduce unnecessary litigation, and develop a more humane form of judicial practice rooted in both
Islamic jurisprudence and contemporary theories of access to justice.
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