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Abstract

This study aims to examine and critique the foundations of Niccold Machiavelli’s political thought based on the components of
“Transcendent Theosophy.” The central problem of the article is to address the question of how the absence of ontological foundations
and teleology in Machiavelli’s perspective led to the reduction of politics to the “art of preserving power,” and how its opposition to the
perfection-oriented worldview of Transcendent Theosophy can provide the tools for critiquing this thought. The research method in this
study is descriptive-analytical, conducted through the use of sources related to political theology and Sadrian philosophy. The findings of
the article indicate that Machiavelli, by adopting a realist approach and a pessimistic anthropology, separated politics from the domain of
“virtue and truth.” In contrast, Transcendent Theosophy, by proposing concepts such as the “principiality of existence,” “substantial
motion,” and “ontological justice,” redefines governance from a merely mechanical instrument into a ground for “human transcendence
and perfection.” The final conclusion of the study indicates that overcoming the structural crises of politics in the modern world requires
a transition from “power-centered politics” toward “transcendent politics”; a paradigm in which power is not the ultimate end, but rather
a means for the realization of a comprehensive and ontological justice.
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Extended Abstract

Niccolo Machiavelli’s political thought represents one of the decisive turning points in the history of political
philosophy, because it marks a major displacement of politics from the traditional domains of virtue,
metaphysical teleology, and sacred order toward an autonomous field governed by its own logic of power,
survival, prudence, necessity, and effectiveness. In this framework, politics is no longer primarily conceived
as the practical realization of moral perfection or the rational ordering of the polity toward an ultimate good,
but as a domain in which the ruler must confront instability, fear, ambition, betrayal, contingency, and the
unpredictable movements of historical circumstance. For this reason, Machiavelli has often been regarded as
a foundational figure in modern political realism; however, a deeper reading of his works shows that his
thought cannot be reduced merely to pragmatic recommendations for acquiring and preserving power. Rather,
his political theory contains complex layers of anthropology, political theology, historical consciousness, and
a particular understanding of the relation between human agency and contingency (1, 2). The concepts of virtu
and fortuna are central to this intellectual structure: virtu does not signify moral virtue in the classical sense,
but rather the ruler’s capacity for strategic action, decisiveness, courage, adaptability, and mastery over
unstable conditions, while fortuna refers to the external, unpredictable, and often disruptive forces that shape
political life (8, 10). Accordingly, Machiavelli’s realism is not simply a rejection of morality, but a
reconfiguration of the criteria by which political action is judged, making the survival of the state and the
preservation of order the primary measures of political success (3, 13).

The present study aims to examine and critique Machiavelli’s political thought on the basis of Transcendent
Theosophy, particularly the philosophical principles associated with Mulla Sadra’s ontology, anthropology,
and theory of perfection. The central problem of the study is whether Machiavelli’s reduction of politics to the
art of preserving power can be critically assessed through a philosophical framework in which existence,
perfection, substantial motion, justice, and human transcendence are treated as fundamental realities. In
Transcendent Theosophy, existence is principial, while quiddity is derivative and mentally abstracted; reality
is not a static or fragmented structure, but a graded and dynamic order of being in which every entity occupies
a particular existential rank and moves toward its proper perfection (5, 15, 30). Human beings, in this view,
are not merely self-interested, fear-driven, or power-seeking actors; they are existentially dynamic beings
whose souls are capable of transformation, intensification, and ascent through substantial motion. Therefore,
politics cannot be properly understood as a neutral technique for controlling conflict or securing obedience;
rather, it must be seen as a field of ethical and existential formation, through which collective life may become
a ground for justice, spiritual maturation, and the realization of human perfection (6, 9). From this perspective,
the opposition between Machiavelli and Transcendent Theosophy is not merely a disagreement between two
political theories, but a deeper confrontation between two images of the human being, two understandings of
power, and two accounts of the final purpose of political life.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method and proceeds through a conceptual comparison between
Machiavelli’s secular political realism and the ontological realism of Transcendent Theosophy. In the first
stage, Machiavelli’s main theoretical foundations are reconstructed through his pessimistic anthropology, his
understanding of virtu and fortuna, his separation of political necessity from conventional morality, and his
functional treatment of religion as a means of social cohesion and political order. Machiavelli’s account of
human nature is grounded in the assumption that human beings are unstable, self-interested, fearful, ambitious,
and frequently unreliable; hence, political order cannot be based on the expectation of inherent moral virtue,
but must be built upon a realistic understanding of human weakness and the instruments required to manage it
(24, 27). In the second stage, the study examines the key philosophical principles of Transcendent Theosophy,
including the principiality of existence, gradation of being, substantial motion, ontological justice, and the



Yc)l.u.:a & 0398

inseparability of theoretical and practical wisdom. These principles make it possible to formulate a critique of
Machiavelli that goes beyond moral condemnation and reaches the ontological assumptions underlying his
political thought. In this framework, a political order that treats power as its own end is existentially deficient,
because it fails to connect governance with truth, perfection, and the higher purposes of human life (4, 14).
Thus, the study interprets Machiavelli’s political realism as an incomplete realism: it sees the surface of
political reality, but remains unable to grasp the deeper ontological layers of human becoming, moral
formation, and teleological order.

The findings indicate that Machiavelli’s political theory, despite its analytical power and historical influence,
suffers from a fundamental reductionism in its account of human nature and political legitimacy. By placing
the preservation of the state, the effectiveness of rule, and the management of fear at the center of political
judgment, Machiavelli transforms politics into a technology of survival and control. In such a model, the ruler
may be required to employ deception, coercion, calculated cruelty, or the suspension of ordinary moral norms
whenever these means appear necessary for preserving power and preventing disorder (8, 11). Yet from the
perspective of Transcendent Theosophy, this approach neglects the existential vocation of the human being
and the ontological structure of justice. Justice is not merely a social contract produced by fear, nor is it only
a political arrangement for securing obedience; it is rooted in the proper ordering of beings and the harmony
of each level of existence with its true position. Therefore, a political order based on fear and manipulation
may produce temporary stability, but it cannot generate genuine order, because it is not aligned with the deeper
structure of being (20, 31). In this sense, Machiavelli’s doctrine of political necessity remains trapped within
an instrumental rationality that evaluates action by its effectiveness, while Transcendent Theosophy evaluates
action by its relation to truth, perfection, and the existential flourishing of both ruler and society.

The discussion further shows that the most important point of contrast between the two systems lies in their
different understandings of will, causality, and political agency. In Machiavelli, virtu represents the will
directed toward power: the ruler’s capacity to calculate material causes, anticipate danger, manipulate
circumstance, and impose form upon the disorder of fortuna. This will is practical and strategic, but it is not
necessarily oriented toward truth or moral perfection; it is valuable insofar as it enables the ruler to master
contingency and preserve political existence (1, 12). In Transcendent Theosophy, by contrast, human will is
not merely an instrument for controlling external conditions, but an expression of existential agency that may
become connected to higher truth. Through substantial motion, the human soul is not fixed in a permanent
state of selfishness or fear, but capable of ascent, intensification, and transformation. This principle directly
challenges Machiavelli’s tendency to treat human nature as relatively constant and politically dangerous. A
Sadrian critique therefore argues that politics should not merely restrain human vice, but should create the
conditions for human beings to move from lower existential states toward higher forms of rational, ethical, and
spiritual life (15, 21). Consequently, the ideal ruler in Transcendent Theosophy is not a technician of fear or a
strategist of domination, but a bearer of practical wisdom whose authority is legitimate only insofar as it serves
justice, perfection, and the common movement of society toward a higher existential order (25, 26).

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that the critique of Machiavelli from the standpoint of Transcendent
Theosophy is not merely a moral objection to political harshness, nor simply a rejection of realism in favor of
idealism. Rather, it is a foundational critique of a political paradigm that separates power from truth,
effectiveness from perfection, and order from ontological justice. Machiavelli provides a powerful analysis of
political crisis, instability, and the techniques required for survival in exceptional circumstances; nevertheless,
his political model remains incomplete because it does not offer a sufficient account of the ultimate purpose
of human life or the transformative capacity of political community. Transcendent Theosophy offers a broader
horizon in which politics is redefined not as a struggle for endless survival, but as a collective path toward
truth, justice, and human transcendence. From this perspective, the structural crises of modern politics cannot
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be resolved merely by strengthening the instruments of control, administration, and strategic calculation. They
require a transition from power-centered politics to transcendent politics: a paradigm in which authority is not
an end in itself, but a means for realizing comprehensive justice, cultivating human perfection, and
harmonizing political life with the deeper order of existence.
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