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Abstract

In the Iranian—Islamic literary tradition, parable has always occupied a prominent position, and Persian-language poets and writers have
employed it to enrich meaning, create imagery, and persuade their audiences. The Holy Qur’an, as a revelatory text and the foundation of
religious discourse in Islamic civilization, is likewise replete with proverbs and parables that play a fundamental role in elucidating
theological, educational, and social concepts. Through their aesthetic structures and profound content, these parables have provided a
model for Muslim authors, particularly major Persian poets such as Saadi of Shiraz. Adopting an intertextual approach grounded in Gérard
Genette’s theory, the present study seeks to examine the ways in which Qur’anic parables and proverbs are reflected and manifested in
Saadi’s works. To this end, a collection of Qur’anic parables was first compiled and examined in terms of rhetorical structure, semantics,
and narrative functions. Saadi’s works, particularly Golestan and Bustan, were then closely analyzed to identify instances in which these
parables are reflected in various forms, including poetic verses, expressions, anecdotes, and moral counsels. The primary focus was to
determine how Saadi employed Qur’anic parables to create new themes or reinforce his ethical and educational messages, as well as the
level of intertextuality through which he engaged with the Qur’anic text, including explicit adaptation, implicit rewriting, textual allusion,
and conceptual inspiration. The findings demonstrate that Saadi not only possessed a profound familiarity with the Holy Qur’an but also
drew upon the potential of Qur’anic parables in his literary creation to reconstruct ethical, educational, and social situations. It was further
established that numerous Qur’anic themes have unconsciously permeated the underlying layers of Saadi’s texts and have been reproduced
through a conventional, anecdotal mode of expression.
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Extended Abstract

Parable and proverbial expression occupy a central position in the Iranian—Islamic literary tradition, where
they function not merely as ornamental rhetorical devices but also as condensed vehicles of ethical reasoning,
cultural memory, social criticism, and didactic persuasion. In Persian prose and poetry, the use of allegory,
analogy, and proverbial language enables the author to communicate complex intellectual and moral concepts
through concise, memorable, and aesthetically effective forms. The Qur’an, as the foundational sacred text of
Islamic civilization, represents one of the most influential sources of such figurative and proverbial discourse.
Its parables transform theological, ethical, educational, and social principles into concrete images that are
accessible to audiences with different levels of knowledge and experience. Qur’anic parables combine
semantic density, rhetorical economy, narrative force, and persuasive power, thereby creating models that later
Muslim writers and poets repeatedly adapted within their own cultural and literary contexts. Saadi of Shiraz is
among the most distinguished Persian authors whose works reveal a profound familiarity with Qur’anic
language, imagery, moral instruction, and modes of argumentation. His writings, particularly Golestan, Bustan,
and his lyrical poetry, demonstrate how sacred concepts can be reformulated through anecdote, maxim, poetic
image, social observation, and ethical counsel. Saadi’s literary authority derives partly from his ability to
transform abstract teachings into recognizable human situations, and his extensive use of allegorical and
proverbial expression reinforces the educational and persuasive dimensions of his works (2, 5, 10).
Accordingly, the present study investigates how Qur’anic parables and proverbial concepts are reflected,
transformed, and recontextualized in Saadi’s poetry and prose. Its principal objective is to identify the forms
of textual interaction between the Qur’an and Saadi’s works and to explain how these interactions contribute
to the semantic, rhetorical, narrative, ethical, and aesthetic organization of his literary discourse. The study
also seeks to determine whether Saadi merely reproduces Qur’anic meanings or creatively reconstructs them
through his own linguistic, cultural, and poetic system.

The theoretical framework of the study is based on intertextuality, particularly Gérard Genette’s systematic
classification of transtextual relationships. Intertextuality emerged as a major concept in modern literary theory
through the work of Julia Kristeva, who developed Mikhail Bakhtin’s ideas concerning dialogism and
polyphony and argued that every text is formed within a network of prior and contemporary discourses. From
this perspective, no literary work is entirely autonomous, because its vocabulary, genres, images, narrative
conventions, and ideological structures are shaped through interaction with other texts. Meaning is therefore
produced not only by the internal organization of a text but also by the relationships that connect it to broader
literary, religious, philosophical, and cultural traditions (6, 7, 11). Genette provides a more precise analytical
structure by distinguishing several forms of transtextuality, including intertextuality, paratextuality,
metatextuality, hypertextuality, and architextuality. In its narrower sense, intertextuality refers to the actual
presence of one text within another through quotation, allusion, explicit reference, verbal repetition, or
recognizable textual incorporation. Hypertextuality describes the relationship in which a later text transforms,
imitates, expands, revises, or reinterprets an earlier text without necessarily quoting it directly. Metatextuality
involves commentary, interpretation, or critical engagement with another text, whereas architextuality
concerns the relationship between a particular work and the genres, modes, or discursive conventions to which
it belongs (6, 8, 12). These categories are particularly useful for examining Saadi’s engagement with the
Qur’an because his works contain both direct and indirect forms of textual interaction. Some verses clearly
evoke Qur’anic wording or recognizable scriptural propositions, whereas others transform the conceptual core
of an ayah into a moral maxim, narrative episode, mystical image, social criticism, or proverbial statement.
The study therefore distinguishes explicit allusion, implicit conceptual allusion, rhetorical recreation,
interpretive transformation, and broader generic or discursive dependence on the Qur’anic tradition.
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The research employed a descriptive—analytical method based on library research and comparative textual
analysis. In the first stage, selected Qur’anic verses containing proverbial, allegorical, ethical, or image-based
structures were identified and classified according to their principal themes and rhetorical functions. These
themes included the relationship between speech and action, divine will, human effort, moderation, mortality,
knowledge, providence, reward, dignity and humiliation, hidden wisdom, and the limitations of human
judgment. In the second stage, Saadi’s works, especially Golestan and Bustan, were examined to locate verses,
statements, anecdotes, and moral counsels that displayed semantic or rhetorical correspondence with the
selected Qur’anic passages. Authoritative editions and collections of Saadi’s writings were used to identify
and contextualize the relevant examples (9, 13-16). Each example was then analyzed in relation to the nature
and degree of its intertextual connection. Particular attention was paid to whether the relationship involved
direct lexical presence, recognizable conceptual allusion, structural transformation, metaphorical
reformulation, ethical interpretation, or incorporation into a broader didactic genre. The analysis also
considered the changes produced when a Qur’anic teaching was transferred from sacred discourse into Persian
literary language. These changes included shifts from theological statement to practical wisdom, from divine
proclamation to human experience, from abstract doctrine to sensory image, and from scriptural instruction to
culturally familiar proverb. The method did not treat similarity of meaning as sufficient evidence by itself;
rather, it examined the convergence of theme, image, rhetorical purpose, and moral orientation. Through this
procedure, the research sought to clarify how Qur’anic meanings are preserved, expanded, localized, and
aesthetically reconstructed in Saadi’s works. The study further examined the role of brevity, contrast, analogy,
narrative exemplification, and proverbial closure in enabling Saadi to transform sacred concepts into
memorable literary formulations.

The findings demonstrate that Qur’anic intertextuality in Saadi’s works operates at several interconnected
levels. At the most explicit level, Saadi uses expressions and concepts whose Qur’anic origins are readily
recognizable to readers familiar with the sacred text. Even when he does not reproduce the wording of an ayabh,
he frequently preserves its central semantic opposition or ethical proposition. The Qur’anic condemnation of
those who command righteousness while neglecting their own conduct, for example, is transformed into
Saadi’s criticism of scholars and preachers whose behavior contradicts their speech. In this case, the poet
preserves the Qur’anic contrast between verbal instruction and practical failure but relocates it within the social
world of hypocritical moral authority. Similarly, the Qur’anic idea that every community has its own direction
is recreated in an amorous and mystical context, where the beloved becomes the lover’s spiritual orientation.
This transformation moves the concept from communal religious direction to the inward direction of desire
and devotion. Other examples concern the Qur’anic emphasis on divine ease, human moderation, and
avoidance of self-destruction. Saadi converts these principles into practical maxims concerning balance in
eating, conduct, and worldly life. His poetic formulations do not function as literal translations; rather, they
provide culturally embodied interpretations that render religious teachings applicable to ordinary experience.
Such cases represent implicit conceptual allusion because the Qur’anic source remains semantically present
while its language and immediate context are replaced by poetic imagery and practical wisdom (6, 17). The
findings thus indicate that Saadi’s intertextual practice is not based on passive borrowing. He selects the moral
core of a Qur’anic passage, integrates it into a new rhetorical structure, and produces an independent literary
statement whose full significance becomes clearer when read in relation to the sacred pre-text.

A second major finding concerns Saadi’s use of hypertextual transformation and interpretive expansion.
Several Qur’anic principles are reconstructed through concrete images that make invisible theological ideas
perceptible within the material and social world. The Qur’anic assertion that a small group may overcome a
larger one is reflected in images of a swift horse failing to reach its destination while a lame donkey succeeds,
or of healthy individuals dying while the wounded survive. These images preserve the rejection of superficial
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calculations of strength, yet they broaden the Qur’anic proposition into a meditation on contingency, destiny,
and the unreliability of appearances. Likewise, the Qur’anic teaching that God grants honor and humiliation is
reimagined through contrasting symbols such as the crown of fortune, the dust beneath a throne, the cap of
happiness, and the garment of misery. Through these concrete oppositions, the abstract concept of divine
sovereignty is transformed into a dramatic visualization of changing human status. The Qur’anic doctrine that
human beings receive the result of their own striving is similarly reformulated as the widely recognizable
maxim that treasure cannot be attained without hardship and that reward belongs to the one who works. Saadi’s
language gives the teaching a practical, social, and motivational dimension while retaining its central principle
of responsibility (5, 18). The analysis further shows that Saadi employs architextual relationships by
incorporating Qur’anic moral discourse into the established Persian genres of didactic poetry, ethical anecdote,
mystical lyric, and proverbial wisdom. His texts participate simultaneously in Qur’anic discourse and in
Persian literary conventions. In some instances, they also perform a metatextual function because they
implicitly interpret scriptural meanings by directing the reader toward particular ethical or mystical
understandings. Saadi therefore acts not simply as a transmitter of sacred ideas but as a literary interpreter who
reformulates revelation through the conceptual and aesthetic resources of Persian literature. This creative
interaction helps explain why many of his verses have themselves acquired proverbial authority and continue
to circulate independently within Persian-speaking cultures.

In conclusion, the study confirms that the Qur’an functions as a foundational semantic and rhetorical source in
Saadi’s literary world and that the relationship between the two bodies of writing is complex, dynamic, and
artistically productive. Qur’anic parables and proverbial concepts appear in Saadi’s works through explicit
allusion, implicit conceptual reference, ethical interpretation, rhetorical transformation, narrative
exemplification, and generic continuity. Saadi does not merely repeat scriptural propositions; he relocates them
within the lived realities of individuals, communities, rulers, scholars, lovers, mystics, and ordinary people.
Through this process, theological teachings become practical wisdom, moral instruction becomes memorable
imagery, and sacred discourse acquires new literary forms without losing its fundamental ethical orientation.
His poetry and prose preserve the authority of the Qur’anic pre-text while simultaneously asserting the
independence of poetic imagination and cultural experience. The resulting works operate as mediating texts
between revelation and everyday life, enabling readers to encounter religious meanings through familiar
situations, emotional experiences, social contrasts, and aesthetically compelling language. This intertextual
structure contributes substantially to the durability and universality of Saadi’s writings, because it unites the
spiritual authority of the Qur’an with the accessibility of Persian literary expression. The analysis also
demonstrates that Genette’s framework provides an effective means of distinguishing the different layers of
textual relationship and of explaining how sacred meanings are transferred, transformed, and expanded within
a classical literary system. Ultimately, Saadi’s engagement with Qur’anic parables reveals a model of creative
fidelity in which respect for the sacred source coexists with interpretive freedom, rhetorical innovation, and
profound attention to human experience.
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