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Abstract

This study comparatively examines the factors contributing to the survival and decline of government in the thought of Qutb al-Din al-
Shirazi and Mulla Sadra. It investigates the epistemological, ontological, ethical, and political foundations through which these two
Muslim philosophers explain governmental stability and degeneration and identifies the principal similarities and differences between
their perspectives. The study employs a descriptive, analytical, and comparative method based on library research and textual analysis.
The findings indicate that Qutb al-Din considers politics a branch of practical wisdom intended to regulate social cooperation, secure
collective interests, and guide human beings toward worldly and otherworldly felicity. In his political thought, justice, equilibrium among
social powers, the competence of the ruler, civic cooperation, and the integration of religion and politics constitute the primary foundations
of governmental survival. Conversely, injustice, the appointment of unqualified individuals, domination by appetitive desires, and
disruption of the political and economic balance generate governmental decline. Mulla Sadra, however, identifies ignorance, the absence
of authentic knowledge, the domination of appetite and anger over reason, religious superficiality, and the corruption of rulers and false
scholars as the deeper causes of political degeneration. Within Transcendent Philosophy, individuals and societies continuously move
toward either perfection or decline, while governmental laws, institutions, and educational practices contribute to shaping the moral and
existential character of citizens. The comparative analysis demonstrates that justice in Qutb al-Din’s thought represents the institutional
foundation of political survival, whereas ignorance in Mulla Sadra’s philosophy constitutes the epistemic origin of decline. These accounts
are complementary rather than contradictory: ignorance produces moral corruption, moral corruption generates political injustice, and
injustice destroys public trust, cooperation, and governmental legitimacy. Genuine governmental survival therefore depends on the
coordinated presence of knowledge, virtue, justice, law, social participation, and an orientation toward human perfection.
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Extended Abstract

The survival and decline of government constitute one of the central concerns of political philosophy because
political orders, like other human institutions, are subject to formation, consolidation, transformation, internal
erosion, and eventual collapse. In Islamic political philosophy, this issue is not reduced to the continuity of
formal institutions, military strength, administrative capacity, or dynastic succession; rather, it is examined in
relation to the nature of the human being, the purpose of collective life, justice, virtue, knowledge, law, and
ultimate felicity. A government may retain its external structure while losing its substantive foundations of
legitimacy, justice, social cohesion, and moral orientation. Conversely, institutional transformation does not
necessarily signify decline if it restores justice and redirects political life toward the common good. The present
study comparatively examines the foundations of governmental survival and decline in the thought of Qutb al-
Din al-Shirazi and Mulla Sadra. Its main objective is to identify the epistemological, ontological,
anthropological, ethical, and political assumptions through which these two philosophers explain the stability
or degeneration of government. The study argues that Qutb al-Din primarily identifies justice, equilibrium,
cooperation, and the proper relationship between religion and political authority as the principal foundations
of governmental survival, whereas he regards injustice and the disruption of social and moral balance as the
most immediate causes of decline. Mulla Sadra, while likewise affirming the necessity of justice, locates the
deeper origin of political degeneration in ignorance, moral corruption, domination of the appetitive and
irascible faculties, false religious authority, and the separation of politics from wisdom and divine guidance.
These two perspectives are interpreted not as contradictory but as complementary: ignorance represents the
epistemic and inward root of political corruption, while injustice constitutes its outward institutional and social
manifestation.

The philosophical framework of Qutb al-Din al-Shirazi is rooted in the interaction of Peripatetic philosophy,
IHluminationist wisdom, Islamic law, and elements of theoretical mysticism. His intellectual project reflects an
effort to reconcile demonstrative reasoning with illumination and religious guidance, a synthesis visible in both
his commentary on Suhrawardi and his encyclopedic treatment of theoretical and practical philosophy (4).
Suhrawardi’s distinction between discursive and illuminative wisdom provided an important basis for
understanding knowledge as both rational and transformative (5), while the broader Illuminationist legacy
contributed to Qutb al-Din’s conception of graded knowledge, spiritual purification, and the ethical
qualifications of the true sage (14). In Durrat al-Taj, wisdom is defined as knowing things as they truly are and
performing actions as they ought to be performed within the limits of human capacity (6). This definition
establishes an inseparable relationship between knowledge and action and provides the basis for his political
philosophy. Practical wisdom is divided into ethics, household management, and civic governance, indicating
that political order is the extension of the ethical government of the self. The person who has not established
equilibrium among the faculties of reason, appetite, and anger cannot govern others justly. Political stability
therefore depends on the extension of individual equilibrium into social institutions. Qutb al-Din also inherits
from al-Farabi the idea that human beings require political association not only for material subsistence but
also for the attainment of perfection and felicity (1). The political community becomes virtuous when its
members cooperate in pursuit of genuine good, whereas societies directed toward wealth, pleasure, domination,
or false honor remain defective even if they possess external order (2). In this framework, justice means placing
persons, offices, powers, and resources in their appropriate positions and preserving proportionality among the
differentiated parts of society.

For Qutb al-Din, the most important condition of governmental survival is justice as the political expression
of equilibrium. Justice is not merely a personal virtue of the ruler, nor is it reducible to formal equality; it is a
comprehensive ordering principle that regulates the relationship among rulers, social classes, institutions,
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economic functions, military power, and legal authority. The just ruler assigns offices according to
competence, protects rights according to legitimate entitlement, applies punishment proportionately, and
prevents any single social force from dominating the whole political order. This approach reflects the ethical-
political tradition developed by Nasir al-Din al-Tusi, in which civic justice harmonizes the diverse functions
and classes of society (13). Qutb al-Din’s political thought thus treats the deliberative, economic, and defensive
powers of society as analogous to the rational, appetitive, and irascible faculties of the human soul. Each is
necessary, but each must remain within its proper limit. Excessive military power produces coercion,
uncontrolled economic appetite generates corruption and inequality, and weakness in rational governance
results in disorder and inconsistency. Justice preserves the proportionality of these forces and thereby sustains
the political community. Cooperation is another central foundation of survival because individuals cannot
independently secure all the material, educational, defensive, and spiritual conditions of life. The civic nature
of the human being therefore consists both in natural interdependence and in a shared orientation toward
perfection (16). Political authority must transform necessary interdependence into conscious cooperation
directed toward the common good. Qutb al-Din also insists on a complementary relationship between religious
knowledge and political power. The ruler requires the guidance of scholars in order to distinguish just from
unjust policy, while scholars require an effective political order for law to possess social force (23). Yet this
relationship is legitimate only when both parties remain subordinate to justice and public welfare; when
religious authority becomes an instrument of tyranny or political power exploits religion for self-preservation,
the same relationship becomes a source of decline.

Mulla Sadra’s account of political survival and decline must be reconstructed from his metaphysics,
anthropology, moral psychology, theory of prophecy, Qur’anic exegesis, and criticism of the intellectual and
religious culture of his time. His philosophy of the primacy and gradation of existence presents reality as a
unified but hierarchically differentiated order in which beings possess varying degrees of intensity and
perfection (8). Human existence is not fixed but develops through knowledge, action, habit, and substantial
transformation. The doctrine of substantial motion explains that the soul is continuously becoming what it
knows, desires, and repeatedly performs (18). This principle has major political implications because laws,
institutions, education, patterns of authority, and social practices gradually form the character of individuals
and the collective identity of society. Government is therefore not merely an external regulator of conduct; it
participates in the existential formation or deformation of its citizens. The purpose of political order is to
regulate material life in such a way that bodily survival, family life, economic exchange, security, and social
organization become foundations for intellectual and spiritual development. Mulla Sadra treats the preservation
of the body, livelihood, family, and social relations as necessary for the soul’s movement toward perfection,
while maintaining that material order must remain subordinate to the higher purpose of the afterlife (9). His
understanding of knowledge further deepens this argument. True knowledge is not the possession of
terminology or doctrinal status; it is an existential perfection that transforms the knower. The unity of the
intellect and the intelligible means that authentic knowledge becomes part of the being of the knowing subject.
Consequently, rulers and scholars who possess formal learning but remain dominated by greed, anger, vanity,
or the love of rank cannot be considered genuinely wise. Mulla Sadra’s works on divine manifestations and
spiritual witnessing connect knowledge, purification, and the hierarchical perfection of the soul (19, 24).

The comparative findings indicate that Mulla Sadra identifies ignorance as the deepest cause of political
decline because ignorance distorts the ruler’s, scholar’s, and citizen’s understanding of happiness, authority,
religion, and the human good. Ignorance in this context is not merely the absence of technical information. It
includes failure to recognize the ultimate end of human life, confusion of pleasure with felicity, identification
of domination with legitimate rule, and reduction of religion to ritual, appearance, or social status. In The Three
Principles, Mulla Sadra criticizes attachment to worldly rank, imitation, self-satisfaction, and hostility toward
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genuine wisdom as major barriers to human perfection (11). In Breaking the Idols of Ignorance, he denounces
false scholars, superficial ascetics, and claimants to religious authority who use knowledge and spirituality to
secure influence and obedience (12). Such figures contribute to political decline because they corrupt the
standards by which truth, authority, and justice are publicly recognized. When the epistemic elite becomes
dependent on power or self-interest, political authority loses access to genuine criticism and guidance, while
citizens become vulnerable to superstition and manipulation. Ignorance also permits the appetitive and
irascible faculties to dominate reason. At the governmental level, excessive appetite appears as corruption,
accumulation of public wealth, luxury, and patronage, whereas excessive anger appears as repression,
disproportionate punishment, exclusion, and violent preservation of authority. Mulla Sadra’s Qur’anic and
hadith-based writings portray divine law as an integrated system designed to order both the outward and inward
dimensions of human life (20, 21). Politics must therefore support the ethical and spiritual purposes of law
rather than merely reproduce its external forms. The study further finds that the principal difference between
Qutb al-Din and Mulla Sadra concerns the level of explanation rather than the ultimate structure of their
political thought. Qutb al-Din describes the immediate institutional form of decline as injustice, disequilibrium,
and the breakdown of cooperation, whereas Mulla Sadra explains the epistemic and moral origins of those
conditions in ignorance and the corruption of the soul. Qutb al-Din’s approach is predominantly institutional
and ethical, while Mulla Sadra’s is existential, epistemological, and cultural. Their analyses can therefore be
combined into a sequential model in which ignorance produces moral disorder, moral disorder becomes
institutional injustice, injustice destroys trust and cooperation, and the collapse of cooperation weakens
governmental legitimacy and stability.

The study concludes that the genuine survival of government depends on the coordinated presence of
knowledge, moral discipline, justice, law, social cooperation, and a clear conception of the ultimate purpose
of political life. Qutb al-Din al-Shirazi and Mulla Sadra reject the reduction of political survival to the
preservation of rulers, institutions, or coercive power. A government may continue to exist externally while
undergoing internal decline if it loses justice, wisdom, public trust, and its orientation toward human perfection.
Qutb al-Din demonstrates that justice is the institutional form of political equilibrium and that injustice
displaces persons and powers from their proper positions, destroys proportionality, weakens cooperation, and
gradually transforms voluntary obedience into forced submission. Mulla Sadra reveals that this outward
injustice originates in a deeper corruption of knowledge and character. Ignorance allows appetite, anger,
ambition, and false authority to dominate both the individual soul and collective life. The integration of the
two perspectives yields a comprehensive model of political stability: correct knowledge clarifies the purpose
and limits of power; moral purification prevents knowledge from becoming an instrument of desire; justice
translates wisdom into institutions and laws; and social trust and cooperation provide the government with
durable legitimacy. Conversely, ignorance generates moral corruption, moral corruption produces injustice,
injustice destroys trust, and the loss of trust compels government to rely increasingly on coercion, thereby
accelerating decline. The lasting contribution of these two philosophers lies in their demonstration that political
orders collapse morally and intellectually before they collapse institutionally, and that sustainable government
must be rooted not only in authority and organization but also in wisdom, justice, and the ethical development
of both rulers and citizens.
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