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Abstract

Reflection on the idea of resistance and its manifestation in society necessarily leads us to principles that constitute the foundations of this
mode of thought. These principles may be rooted in a divine worldview or may even originate from non-divine sources. Nevertheless,
understanding the foundation of the prevailing belief in resistance within a society is of considerable importance. By comprehending and
drawing upon this foundation, it becomes possible to create the conditions for strengthening—or even diminishing—it within individuals’
personal beliefs and to clarify the behavioral orientation of most segments of society, since behavior is formed on the basis of belief. The
element of insight in Imam Khamenei’s thought plays a fundamental role in establishing and facilitating resistance-oriented behavior. At
the safeguarding and protective level, insight performs an identity-forming function and enables Islamic society to remain resilient against
the enemy’s soft and hard threats. Furthermore, in its developmental dimension, insight elevates resistance from a defensive reaction to
an active and deterrent form of action. Imam Khamenei, drawing upon a monotheistic worldview, religious teachings, and the teachings
of the Ahl al-Bayt, has taken effective steps toward cultivating and directing resistance-oriented behavior in society and, across various
domains, has elucidated belief-based indicators in relation to behavioral dimensions. Accordingly, the present study seeks, through an
analytical method, to identify and explain manifestations of insight grounded in a monotheistic worldview within the components of
resistance-behavior engineering in the thought of the martyred Leader.
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Extended Abstract

The concept of resistance occupies a significant position in the intellectual, cultural, and political life of
societies because collective behavior is rarely formed independently of the beliefs, values, and interpretive
frameworks through which individuals understand themselves, their social environment, and the challenges
confronting them. From this perspective, resistance should not be reduced to a temporary reaction to external
pressure, but should instead be understood as a multidimensional orientation whose behavioral manifestations
are rooted in a prior system of insight and belief. The present study examines the role of insight in engineering
resistance-oriented behavior within the intellectual system of Martyred Imam Khamenei, with particular
emphasis on the manner in which a monotheistic worldview, religious teachings, and Islamic cultural
foundations contribute to the formation, preservation, and development of resistant conduct. The theoretical
point of departure is that a cultural system consists of interconnected beliefs, values, and behavioral patterns
through which individuals and communities interpret reality and regulate action (4). Within such a system,
insight occupies a foundational position because it determines the meaning assigned to social phenomena and
provides the cognitive and ideological basis for behavioral choice. Beliefs, therefore, are not merely abstract
mental propositions; they shape motivation, commitment, and action by defining what individuals regard as
legitimate, desirable, necessary, or sacred (6). In the context of resistance, the strength and stability of resistant
behavior depend on the depth of the worldview from which that behavior emerges. A resistance orientation
grounded in a divine worldview is directed toward justice, dignity, human perfection, and opposition to
oppression, whereas resistance detached from transcendent values may be transformed into domination,
aggression, or destructive confrontation. Accordingly, the central problem of the study is to explain how the
element of insight functions as the primary ideological foundation through which resistance-oriented behavior
is constructed and directed in the thought of Imam Khamenei.

The analytical framework of the study is based on the proposition that behavior is the visible outcome of deeper
cognitive, ideological, and axiological structures. In cultural engineering, insight precedes behavior because
individuals and communities first interpret reality through a system of beliefs and subsequently organize their
actions in accordance with that interpretation (8). The relationship between knowledge and action is also
deeply rooted in Islamic thought, where action without awareness is regarded as incapable of producing sound
and purposeful movement; the well-known Islamic emphasis on acting with knowledge indicates that
behavioral effectiveness depends on correct understanding and conscious orientation (7). Religious faith
similarly generates motivational commitment by linking human conduct to ultimate meaning, responsibility,
divine accountability, and transcendental goals (1). Within Imam Khamenei’s intellectual system, the principal
foundation of this insight is monotheism. A monotheistic worldview presents the universe as an ordered reality
governed by divine wisdom and power and interprets human existence as purposeful rather than arbitrary. This
worldview consequently establishes a specific conception of human dignity, responsibility, freedom, and
historical agency. The individual is not viewed merely as a passive subject of material forces, but as a morally
responsible actor capable of resisting domination, transforming circumstances, and moving toward perfection.
The same logic can be observed in the intellectual legacy of the Islamic Revolution, in which religious
worldview, social responsibility, political independence, and resistance to domination are closely
interconnected (10). In this framework, resistance becomes meaningful because human beings are expected to
refuse humiliation, oppose injustice, preserve moral integrity, and continue their movement toward individual
and collective perfection despite internal and external obstacles. Religious culture therefore supplies resistance
with both an epistemological foundation and a normative direction, transforming it from an instinctive reaction
into a conscious and value-oriented form of social action (5).
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The first major function of insight in the engineering of resistance-oriented behavior is its foundational and
preparatory role. Insight creates the intellectual conditions under which resistance can become a stable
behavioral pattern rather than a temporary response to crisis. In Imam Khamenei’s thought, resistance is
presented as a strategic orientation based on correct recognition of the enemy, awareness of the objectives of
the Islamic Revolution, confidence in divine assistance, and understanding of the long-term trajectory of
Islamic society. Religious beliefs are particularly important in this process because they generate motivations
that are generally more durable than purely material incentives. When behavior is connected to faith, justice,
responsibility, divine reward, and the defense of human dignity, it acquires a level of stability that may persist
even under difficult social, political, or economic circumstances. Religious values thus provide meaning and
continuity to resistant conduct and strengthen the individual’s willingness to endure hardship for higher
purposes (9). Among the most important insight-based components of this foundational function are
commitment to truth and justice, responsibility before God and society, preservation of dignity, purposeful
opposition to nihilism and deviation, and confidence in the capacities of the Islamic community. Historical
interpretations of contemporary Iran in Imam Khamenei’s discourse similarly emphasize the transition from
political dependency and passivity toward independence, self-confidence, scientific advancement, and
resistance to external domination (2). The cultivation of belief in God, belief in the people, and belief in
national and individual capacities is therefore regarded as an important mechanism for producing socially
resilient behavior. From this perspective, a society becomes resistant not merely by issuing political slogans,
but by internalizing a worldview in which submission to oppression is morally unacceptable and independent
action is interpreted as both a religious and social responsibility. The capacity of society to produce collective
behavior consequently depends on the extent to which such beliefs are embedded within its cultural structures
(3)-

The second function of insight is protective and identity-forming. Resistance can remain sustainable only when
the belief system that produces it is protected against ideological erosion, cultural assimilation, political
pressure, and the weakening of collective identity. Within Imam Khamenei’s intellectual framework,
monotheism, piety, spirituality, and Islamic solidarity perform this protective function by creating cognitive
and moral boundaries that distinguish legitimate conduct from submission, corruption, or dependence.
Monotheism rejects the absolute authority of non-divine powers and reinforces the principle that political,
social, and individual dignity should not be surrendered to forces of domination. Such a worldview provides
an identity structure within which resistance becomes part of the collective self-understanding of Islamic
society rather than an externally imposed political strategy. Religious commitment can therefore stabilize
social norms by connecting acceptable behavior to a broader moral order and by strengthening adherence to
values even in situations of pressure or uncertainty (5). Piety performs a similar function by establishing an
internal mechanism of self-restraint and moral accountability. In political and social life, piety requires
honesty, responsibility, avoidance of corruption, and resistance to egoistic motivations. It consequently
protects resistance itself from degenerating into unprincipled hostility or opportunistic power seeking.
Spirituality further strengthens this identity by giving collective action a transcendent orientation and by
linking sacrifice, sincerity, reliance on God, and service to society to the broader objectives of Islamic
civilization. The cultural engineering of resistance therefore requires more than political mobilization; it
requires the continuous reproduction of a moral and spiritual identity capable of withstanding soft power,
cultural penetration, and ideological displacement. The historical and political narratives associated with Imam
Khamenei’s thought repeatedly emphasize that societies lacking confidence in their own cultural foundations
become vulnerable to external influence, whereas societies possessing strong religious and national self-
awareness are better able to preserve independence and collective cohesion (2). From this perspective, insight
serves as a protective shield through which resistance becomes embedded in collective identity.
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The third function of insight is developmental and evolutionary. Resistance in Imam Khamenei’s intellectual
system is not confined to survival or defensive endurance; rather, it is expected to develop into an active
capacity for progress, deterrence, civilizational construction, and the realization of social justice. Insight
elevates resistance from a reactive posture to a conscious strategy by encouraging the individual and society
to transform pressure into opportunities for intellectual, scientific, cultural, political, and economic growth.
One important dimension of this developmental function is the preservation and strengthening of faith and
certainty, particularly because external threats may attempt to weaken the ideological foundations of society
before achieving political or material objectives. The cultivation of knowledge, internal capabilities, scientific
advancement, and confidence in domestic capacities therefore becomes part of resistance itself. Imam
Khamenei’s discourse on contemporary history and the Islamic Revolution repeatedly associates successful
resistance with faith, self-confidence, national capacity, scientific development, and the ability to convert
internal resources into strategic power (2). Self-purification also occupies an important position within this
developmental framework because external struggle is interpreted as dependent on prior internal struggle. A
person who cannot regulate desire, fear, selfishness, or despair is less capable of maintaining principled
resistance under pressure. Accordingly, self-knowledge, spiritual discipline, patience, sacrifice, and
perseverance constitute behavioral resources through which resistance becomes sustainable and progressively
stronger. These capacities operate not only at the individual level but also at the social level, where solidarity,
public participation, sacrifice for collective interests, and confidence in a shared purpose function as forms of
social capital. Economic resistance similarly represents a developmental extension of the same worldview.
Reducing dependency, strengthening domestic production, avoiding consumerism and waste, and combining
internal capacity with constructive engagement with the outside world are interpreted as practical
manifestations of a resistant mentality. Such an approach corresponds with broader conceptions of cultural
engineering in which sustainable social transformation requires the alignment of worldview, values,
institutions, and behavioral practices (4, 8). Resistance thus becomes a mechanism through which the society
protects itself while simultaneously expanding its capacity for independent development.

In conclusion, the analysis demonstrates that insight constitutes the central and organizing element in the
engineering of resistance-oriented behavior within the intellectual system of Martyred Imam Khamenei.
Resistance is meaningful and sustainable only when it is rooted in a coherent worldview capable of defining
its objectives, limits, motivations, and behavioral manifestations. A monotheistic worldview transforms
resistance from a temporary reaction into a purposeful and morally regulated orientation directed toward
justice, dignity, independence, and human perfection. At the foundational level, insight creates the cognitive
and motivational conditions necessary for resistant behavior by strengthening responsibility, confidence,
commitment to justice, and purposeful action. At the protective level, it safeguards the religious and collective
identity of society through monotheism, piety, spirituality, and social cohesion, thereby reducing vulnerability
to ideological penetration and external domination. At the developmental level, it advances resistance beyond
mere defense by connecting it to scientific progress, self-purification, patience, sacrifice, economic
independence, self-reliance, and civilizational development. The resulting model indicates that behavioral
engineering cannot be achieved through external regulation alone; lasting behavioral change requires
transformation at the level of belief and worldview. When resistance is internalized as a value-based cultural
orientation, its manifestations can extend across political, social, cultural, economic, scientific, and individual
domains. Accordingly, the distinctive feature of Islamic resistance in this framework is its integration of faith,
awareness, moral responsibility, self-discipline, collective dignity, and purposeful social action. Such an
integration enables resistance to function simultaneously as a mechanism of protection, a source of identity,
and an instrument of social advancement, ultimately directing individual and collective behavior toward the
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broader objectives of independence, justice, human flourishing, and the construction of a new Islamic
civilization.
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