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Abstract

Undoubtedly, remembrance of death is one of the most effective factors in the purification and reform of the soul. The deeper a person’s
knowledge of this reality, the more successful they will be in the purification of their soul. Mulla Sadra and Imam Khomeini regard the
question of the Resurrection (ma‘ad) as a mode of spiritual wayfaring toward God (suliik ila Allah), contemplation of which removes both
the dark and luminous veils that arise within the human being. Mulla Sadra conceives the Sirat as the substantial motion of the human
soul from the beginning of its formation to the highest degree of its ascent. He maintains that every person has a distinct Sirat, because
human souls themselves differ from one another. He further holds that these paths are present and manifested, in different ways, both in
this world and in the Hereafter, although their ultimate reality is religion and the Imam. He also believes that if a human being seeks to
become, in terms of knowledge and certainty, a true believer in Divine Unity (tawhid), and at the practical level to proceed sincerely along
the path of tawhid, the external manifestation of this path is one that is sharper than a sword and finer than a hair. Imam Khomeini likewise
maintains that every existent has its own specific Straight Path (sirat al-mustaqim); however, the human Sirat is the longest and darkest of
all paths. This is because the Lord of the human being is the reality of the Greatest Bismillah, which encompasses the outward and inward,
the First and the Last, mercy and wrath, and ultimately all mutually opposing Divine Names. Accordingly, at the culmination of the
journey, the human being must attain a state of equilibrium among the mutually opposing Divine Names. Therefore, the human Sirat is
the subtlest and most precise of all paths. One end of this Straight Path lies in nature, while the other extends toward Divinity.
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Extended Abstract

The doctrine of the Resurrection occupies a central position in Islamic theology and philosophical
anthropology, second only to the doctrine of Divine Unity in its doctrinal significance. A substantial portion
of the Qur'an addresses death, resurrection, judgment, reward, punishment, and the ultimate destiny of human
beings, thereby establishing eschatology as an essential dimension of religious life and moral responsibility
(1). Within this eschatological framework, the concept of the Sirat constitutes one of the most important and
complex notions associated with the human journey from the world of nature toward ultimate proximity to
God. The Sirat is not merely an eschatological bridge or passage that becomes manifest after death; it also
represents the existential, epistemological, ethical, and spiritual path followed by human beings throughout
worldly life. The significance of this concept is intensified by its close relationship with resurrection, spiritual
perfection, Divine guidance, the purification of the soul, and the realization of human potential. In Islamic
sources, the Sirat is described both as a path leading toward God and as a reality that becomes objectively
manifested in the Hereafter. Its meaning consequently includes both an outward eschatological dimension and
an inward spiritual dimension. The present study comparatively examines the interpretation of the Sirat in the
thought of Mulla Sadra and Imam Khomeini, two influential representatives of the philosophical and mystical
traditions of Shi‘i Islam. Mulla Sadra interprets the Sirat according to the principles of Transcendent
Philosophy, particularly the primacy of existence, gradation of existence, and substantial motion, while Imam
Khomeini develops a largely mystical and gnostic interpretation grounded in the relationship between Divine
Names, human perfection, guardianship, and spiritual wayfaring. Although Imam Khomeini is deeply
influenced by Sadrian philosophy, his treatment of the Sirat gives greater prominence to intuitive and mystical
dimensions. The study therefore seeks to identify the principal convergences and divergences between these
two approaches and to clarify how the notion of the Sirat functions within their broader understanding of
human existence, resurrection, and spiritual perfection (2, 15).

From a lexical and terminological perspective, the term Sirat appears repeatedly in the Qur'an, most frequently
in connection with the adjective mustaqim, meaning straight or direct. Classical lexicographers and Qur'anic
exegetes understand the term as denoting a clear, direct, and traversable path, while its broader religious
meaning encompasses the path of truth, guidance, faith, and obedience to God (3, 4). In theological and
traditional literature, however, its semantic scope is significantly broader. The Sirat is described as the path of
knowledge of God, the way of true religion, the authority and guardianship of the Imam, and the bridge
extending over Hell in the Hereafter. These meanings should not necessarily be treated as mutually exclusive,
because Islamic philosophical and mystical thought often interprets eschatological realities as the objective
manifestations of spiritual and moral realities formed in worldly life. Accordingly, two main interpretations
may be distinguished. The first regards the Sirat as an actual bridge or path in the Hereafter, over which all
human beings must pass. The second interprets the eschatological Sirat as the embodiment of the path that a
person has constructed through beliefs, intentions, actions, and spiritual orientation during worldly existence
(5). From this perspective, the Straight Path followed by the righteous becomes manifest as a passage leading
toward Paradise, whereas false and deviant ways become embodied as paths toward deprivation and
punishment. The Sirat is therefore closely connected to both ontology and ethics: it is ontological because it
reflects the existential direction of the soul, and ethical because its form is determined by the quality of human
knowledge, faith, intentions, and actions. The description of the Sirat as "finer than a hair and sharper than a
sword" indicates the extraordinary precision required in maintaining intellectual truth, spiritual sincerity, moral
balance, and freedom from deviation. Such an interpretation makes the Sirat a comprehensive symbol of the
human existential journey rather than merely an external eschatological phenomenon (10).
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In Mulla Sadra's philosophy, the concept of the Sirat must be understood within the framework of substantial
motion and the continuous existential transformation of the human soul. Human existence is not static; rather,
the soul proceeds gradually from lower levels of being toward higher degrees of perfection. This ascent begins
within the natural order and may culminate in intellectual and spiritual proximity to God. Accordingly, the
Sirat can be interpreted as the substantial journey of the human soul from the beginning of its formation to the
highest degree of existential actualization (8, 9). Mulla Sadra distinguishes between the universal natural
movement that belongs to human existence and the voluntary movement arising from knowledge, choice, faith,
and intentional action. The first belongs to the ontological structure of the human being, whereas the second
determines the person's moral and spiritual destiny. The Straight Path is particularly related to the proper
development of the theoretical and practical faculties. The perfection of the theoretical faculty requires
liberation from ignorance, imitation, sophistry, and intellectual error in order to attain certain knowledge and
true understanding. The perfection of the practical faculty requires moderation among appetitive, irascible, and
intellectual powers so that the soul may achieve justice and moral equilibrium. The path is "finer than a hair"
because attaining truth among competing doctrines, beliefs, and intellectual errors demands exceptional
precision, and it is "sharper than a sword" because maintaining ethical equilibrium among opposing tendencies
is equally difficult (6). Thus, the Sirat has epistemological, moral, and ontological dimensions. Mulla Sadra
also maintains that every being has a path appropriate to its existential constitution, and human beings
themselves possess different paths because their souls, capacities, knowledge, and spiritual stations differ. The
human Sirat is unique because the human being can descend to the lowest degrees of existence or ascend
toward the highest levels of Divine proximity. The eschatological bridge is therefore the manifestation of the
soul's own existential form and the worldly path it has fashioned for itself.

Mulla Sadra further explains that the Sirat becomes manifest in the Hereafter in accordance with the degree of
certainty, knowledge, faith, and spiritual illumination possessed by each individual. The light by which
believers move on the Day of Resurrection reflects the intensity of their inner knowledge and existential
proximity to God. Accordingly, differences in the speed and ease with which individuals traverse the Sirat
correspond to differences in faith, certainty, sincerity, and spiritual realization. Some pass with extraordinary
speed, while others advance slowly and with difficulty, and this gradation reflects the degree of spiritual light
acquired in worldly life (8). The true Straight Path is, in this interpretation, the path of Divine Unity and the
authentic religion followed by the prophets, saints, and those who faithfully follow them. All elevated spiritual
states and stations attained in the journey toward God ultimately return to the realization of tawhid. Knowledge
of Divine Unity therefore constitutes the highest form of knowledge and the ultimate orientation of the human
journey (7). Mulla Sadra's interpretation also emphasizes the unity of traveler, path, and journey: the human
soul does not merely move along an external road but journeys within and through its own existential reality.
The stations traversed by the traveler are transformations within the soul itself, and the eschatological Sirat is
the objective disclosure of this inward existential process. Consequently, Paradise and Hell, guidance and
deviation, proximity and remoteness, and even the Sirat itself must be understood as realities that are formed
through the soul's existential becoming. This interpretation integrates Qur'anic eschatology with philosophical
anthropology and demonstrates how bodily resurrection, spiritual transformation, and ethical responsibility are
interconnected within Transcendent Philosophy (2, 16).

Imam Khomeini accepts the principal Sadrian foundations of this interpretation but develops them in a more
explicitly mystical and gnostic direction. He holds that every being possesses a particular path, light, and mode
of guidance corresponding to its existential reality, but the human Sirat is the longest, darkest, and most subtle
of all paths because the human being is the comprehensive locus of multiple determinations and manifestations.
The human Lord is understood in relation to the all-comprehensive Divine Name, which includes apparently
opposite Names and attributes such as the Manifest and the Hidden, the First and the Last, mercy and majesty.
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Human perfection therefore requires the attainment of a comprehensive equilibrium among these Names, and
this makes the human Straight Path exceptionally subtle and difficult (11). For Imam Khomeini, the Sirat also
has an intimate connection with walaya, or spiritual guardianship. The inward reality of the Straight Path is
the reality of Divine guardianship, and following the Prophet, Imam “Ali, and the infallible Imams constitutes
the human embodiment of remaining upon the Straight Path. The eschatological passage over the bridge is
therefore related to one's faithfulness to the inward reality of guidance in worldly life (10, 11). Imam Khomeini
further maintains that the human path begins in nature and extends toward Divinity. Because the human being
possesses an unlimited capacity for perfection, the journey cannot be reduced to a fixed ontological station.
The perfect human being represents the complete realization of the Straight Path because such a person
manifests the totality of the Divine Names in equilibrium and follows the comprehensive Divine Name without
deviation. Other believers participate in the Straight Path through their spiritual and existential following of
the perfect human being. Imam Khomeini also affirms the present actuality of the Sirat: human beings are
already traversing their own paths in this world, while the removal of worldly veils in the Hereafter makes the
inner reality of these paths externally manifest (12). Although these ideas are consistent with Sadrian
metaphysics, Imam Khomeini gives greater emphasis to spiritual unveiling, the inner meaning of walaya, the
comprehensive Divine Names, and the existential role of the perfect human being (13).

In conclusion, the comparative analysis demonstrates that Mulla Sadra and Imam Khomeini share a
fundamentally unified conception of the Sirat as both an existential reality in this world and an eschatological
manifestation in the Hereafter. Both reject a merely external and spatial understanding of the Sirat and regard
it as inseparable from the spiritual, intellectual, moral, and ontological formation of the human soul. Both also
maintain that different beings and different human individuals possess distinct paths corresponding to their
existential capacities and spiritual conditions, while the human Sirat is uniquely extensive because the human
being can move from the lowest levels of nature to the highest levels of spiritual perfection. They similarly
interpret the subtlety and sharpness of the Sirat as expressions of the extraordinary precision required for
intellectual truth, moral balance, sincerity, and unwavering adherence to Divine guidance. Their primary
difference lies not in the foundations of the doctrine but in the mode of exposition and emphasis. Mulla Sadra
develops the concept through the philosophical principles of substantial motion, gradation of existence, the
perfection of theoretical and practical reason, and the existential transformation of the soul. Imam Khomeini
accepts these foundations but rearticulates them through a more explicitly mystical language centered on
spiritual guardianship, the Divine Names, the perfect human being, and the inward journey from nature toward
Divinity. Thus, Imam Khomeini's account may be regarded as a mystical elaboration of a largely Sadrian
ontological framework rather than a rejection of it. The Sirat, in both systems, ultimately represents the total
human journey: it begins with embodied existence, is shaped through knowledge, faith, moral action, and
spiritual orientation, and culminates in the disclosure of the person's true existential identity in the Hereafter.
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