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Abstract

The present study aims to explain Sharia as a systematic and integrated order. The central issue is whether Sharia should be regarded
merely as a collection of separate legal rulings and obligations or as a coherent, purposive structure characterized by internal relations
among doctrinal foundations, ethical values, and practical rules. Using a descriptive-analytical approach, the study examines the
anthropological, epistemological, and methodological foundations of the systemic character of Sharia. The findings indicate that this
systemic character rests on several interrelated foundations: human nature as the stable basis of the addressee of Sharia, guidance as its
unifying purpose, the harmony between creation and legislation, the hierarchical relationship among principles, values, general rules, and
particular rulings, and the reciprocal connection among belief, morality, and conduct. Accordingly, individual legal rulings cannot be fully
understood in isolation from the broader purposes and foundations of religion; rather, each ruling acquires its complete significance
through its position within the comprehensive structure of guidance. This perspective also provides a framework for reconciling stability
and change in Sharia, since the stability of foundational principles, purposes, and values can coexist with changes in subjects, social
circumstances, and forms of implementation. Methodologically, recognizing Sharia as a system requires expanding the horizon of ijtihad
beyond the derivation of isolated rulings toward the analysis of relationships among rulings, general principles, purposes, and their
systemic consequences. Systematic jurisprudence should therefore not be regarded as a substitute for conventional ijtihad, but as a
complementary level of inquiry aimed at uncovering the internal logic of Sharia and reconstructing the relationships among its constituent
elements. This approach ultimately presents Sharia as a unified system of guidance in which knowledge, morality, and practice are
integrated within a coherent normative structure.
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Extended Abstract

The question of whether Sharia should be understood merely as a collection of discrete legal rulings or as an
internally coherent and purposive order constitutes an important theoretical issue in contemporary Islamic
thought. A fragmented conception of Sharia tends to isolate individual rulings from the theological, ethical,
anthropological, and teleological foundations within which they acquire their full significance, whereas a
systemic conception treats religious teachings as interconnected components of a unified structure directed
toward human guidance and perfection. This distinction becomes particularly important under contemporary
social conditions, in which rapid transformation has affected identity, social relations, communication, and
modes of life. Giddens describes late modern identity as increasingly reflexive, requiring individuals
continuously to construct and reconstruct their self-understanding in relation to changing social contexts (3).
Bauman similarly characterizes contemporary modernity by fluidity, instability, and the weakening of many
previously durable social frameworks (4), while Beck emphasizes the emergence of a “risk society” in which
individuals and institutions must confront complex uncertainties generated by modern social and technological
systems (5). These developments do not imply that Sharia itself becomes historically contingent; rather, they
make it more necessary to distinguish between its foundational principles and the changing circumstances to
which those principles are applied. The present study therefore approaches Sharia as a systematic and
integrated order whose components are connected through common foundations, hierarchical relationships,
and overarching purposes. Its principal objective is to explain the foundations, internal components, and
methodological implications of understanding Sharia as a coherent, purposive, and guidance-oriented system
rather than as an accumulation of isolated commands and prohibitions.

The first theoretical foundation of this systemic understanding is the relationship between human nature,
creation, and divine guidance. Sharia addresses a human being who possesses a definite existential structure,
fundamental capacities, and enduring needs; consequently, legislation cannot be understood independently of
the anthropology presupposed by revelation. Tabatabaei’s interpretation of the Qur’anic concept of fitrah
presents human nature as a divinely created existential orientation toward truth and monotheism rather than as
a merely socially acquired disposition (1). From this perspective, the stability of fitrah provides an
anthropological basis for the continuity of fundamental religious principles, whereas the changing forms of
social life account for variation at the level of subjects, circumstances, and practical applications. This
distinction is also central to Tabatabaei’s discussion of Islam and the needs of changing times, where stable
human needs and principles are distinguished from historically variable forms through which those needs are
expressed and addressed (6). The systemic character of Sharia thus rests partly on the correspondence between
the order of creation and the order of legislation: divine legislation is not external to human nature but is
oriented toward actualizing capacities already rooted in human existence. Within this framework, guidance
becomes the unifying purpose of Sharia. Legal, moral, and devotional prescriptions are not self-sufficient ends
detached from one another; rather, they participate in a broader process through which human beings are
directed toward moral, spiritual, and social perfection. Fakhr al-Din al-Razi frequently interprets religious
commands in relation to wisdom, human welfare, spiritual refinement, and the ordering of life (2). This does
not reduce divine commands to empirical utility, but it indicates that legislation possesses an intelligible
direction and that individual rulings occupy determinate positions within a purposive order.

The internal organization of Sharia can be further explained through the relationship among beliefs, ethics, and
practical rulings. Although these domains became differentiated into theology, ethics, and jurisprudence as
specialized disciplines, their disciplinary separation should not be confused with an ontological separation
within religion itself. Religious beliefs provide a framework for understanding God, the human being, the
world, responsibility, and ultimate destiny; ethics translates these beliefs into relatively stable moral
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dispositions and orientations; and legal rulings regulate the practical expression of these values in individual
and collective life. Tabatabaei presents Islam as an interconnected body of knowledge, moral formation, and
action rather than as an exclusively legal structure (7). From this standpoint, the relationship among these
layers is reciprocal rather than merely linear: belief can shape moral character, character can influence conduct,
and repeated conduct can reinforce or weaken both moral dispositions and convictions. Insights from the
psychology of attitudes provide an external analytical parallel to this multidimensional structure. Rosenberg
and Hovland distinguish cognitive, affective, and behavioral components of attitudes and show that human
conduct cannot be adequately explained through behavioral responses alone (11). Likewise, research on habit
demonstrates that repeated behavior may become automatic within stable contexts, even when reflective
attitudes have changed (10). These findings help clarify why a religious system concerned with lasting human
transformation cannot be reduced to external behavioral regulation alone. Accordingly, legal rulings should be
understood as having a directional or instrumental function within the broader structure of guidance, without
this implying any denial of their normative validity. Their “instrumentality” means that they function within a
larger teleological order in which worship, social duties, economic regulations, family norms, and moral
obligations contribute in different ways to the realization of higher religious purposes.

A systemic conception of Sharia also requires recognition of hierarchy, cross-cutting principles, and structural
relationships among different kinds of norms. Not all religious propositions occupy the same level.
Foundational theological principles, overarching ethical values, general jurisprudential rules, specific legal
rulings, secondary rulings, concrete applications, and changing external subjects must therefore be
distinguished conceptually. Values such as justice, human dignity, trustworthiness, fidelity to commitments,
and the prevention of harm possess a cross-domain character and may illuminate the relationship among
numerous specific rulings. Such a structure prevents two opposite methodological errors: treating an isolated
ruling as though it represented the whole normative order, and dissolving concrete rulings into vague general
values. A systemic reading instead requires that both general principles and specific evidence remain operative
within their proper levels. The significance of this approach becomes clearer in the social dimension of Sharia,
where individual rules often generate effects beyond their immediate subject matter. Ibn Khaldun’s analysis
of social organization demonstrates that political authority, economic structures, social solidarity, taxation,
customs, and modes of livelihood interact rather than function as isolated variables (8). A similar sensitivity
to interdependence is necessary when reconstructing the social logic of Sharia. Rules concerning property,
contracts, inheritance, financial obligations, family relations, adjudication, and public responsibility may each
be independently established, but their systemic meaning emerges from their mutual interaction. In this respect,
a systemic approach seeks not merely to collect rulings under thematic headings but to discover how they
jointly produce a broader normative structure. Reason plays an important role in this process by assisting in
the recognition of relationships, hierarchy, conflict, priority, and correspondence between general principles
and particular cases, while remaining distinct from revelation as the source of religious normativity.

The systemic conception of Sharia has direct methodological consequences for ijtihad and religious
understanding. If Sharia is internally structured, then interpretation cannot legitimately terminate at the level
of an isolated text or ruling. This does not imply abandoning conventional jurisprudential methods; rather,
textual analysis, authentication, semantic interpretation, general and specific expressions, unrestricted and
restricted formulations, conflicting evidence, and other established principles remain indispensable. What
changes is the horizon within which these methods operate. A systematic juristic inquiry asks not only what a
particular text requires, but also how the resulting ruling relates to other rulings, general principles, overarching
purposes, and the broader structure of religious guidance. Tabatabaei’s Qur’an-by-Qur’an interpretive method
offers an instructive model because it treats individual verses as parts of a larger semantic network whose
meaning is clarified through intertextual relations (1). In addition, contemporary conditions make accurate
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subject recognition increasingly important. The transformation of identity, media, technology, economic
structures, and social relations means that juristic reasoning may require interdisciplinary knowledge in order
to determine the actual character of new subjects. For example, social identity theory demonstrates the
significance of group belonging for self-understanding and behavior (18), while Berry’s research on
acculturation shows that individuals may experience tension when navigating competing cultural frameworks
(19). Digital environments create additional forms of social comparison, which build upon the mechanism
originally analyzed by Festinger (15); studies of screen use have also identified associations with aspects of
psychological well-being among younger populations (16), and fear of missing out has been linked to specific
motivational and behavioral patterns in digital media use (17). Such findings do not themselves generate
religious norms, but they can contribute to accurate subject analysis. Similarly, theories of persuasion indicate
that deeply processed beliefs are generally more stable than superficially acquired attitudes (12), while the
distinction between central and peripheral processing clarifies different pathways through which attitudes are
formed (13). McGuire’s work on resistance to persuasion further shows the importance of cognitive preparation
in maintaining beliefs under counter-persuasion (14), and self-determination theory emphasizes the importance
of autonomy, competence, and relatedness in sustained motivation (20). These perspectives reinforce the
methodological point that guidance cannot be reduced to external compulsion and that a comprehensive
religious approach must account for belief, motivation, identity, character, behavior, and social context while
preserving the normative authority of Sharia.

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that the systematic character of Sharia is grounded in the unity of its
source, the continuity of its human addressee, the coherence of its purposes, and the structural interdependence
of its doctrinal, ethical, and practical dimensions. Sharia should therefore be understood neither as a loose
aggregation of independent rulings nor as an abstract set of moral ideals detached from binding norms. It is
better conceptualized as a purposive normative order in which beliefs establish the interpretive foundations of
religious life, ethics shapes character and motivation, and practical rulings organize conduct and social
relations. Human nature provides the enduring anthropological foundation of this order, while guidance
constitutes its unifying purpose. The systemic perspective also clarifies how stability and change can coexist:
foundational principles and ultimate purposes remain stable, whereas subjects, contexts, and forms of
implementation may vary. This framework gives particular significance to the hierarchical relationship among
foundational beliefs, overarching values, general rules, and particular rulings, thereby preventing the reduction
of the whole religion to any single level. Methodologically, the findings suggest that systematic jurisprudence
should complement rather than displace conventional ijtihad. A jurist must continue to derive specific rulings
through established interpretive principles, but should also examine their position within the larger network of
norms, purposes, values, and social consequences. Such an approach enables a more integrated understanding
of religious law while avoiding both rigid atomism and uncontrolled relativism. Ultimately, explaining Sharia
as a systematic order makes it possible to move from the isolated derivation of rulings toward the
reconstruction of the internal logic through which revelation connects knowledge, morality, law, individual
development, and social organization within a unified framework of human guidance.
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