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Abstract

The duty to rescue others, as an ethical and legal value, occupies a distinctive position in the legal systems of Iran and Egypt. The purpose
of this study is to examine the legal basis of the duty to rescue others from the perspective of altruism and to analyze its ethical,
jurisprudential, and human-rights foundations in these two legal systems. The research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical
method through note-taking from library sources, legal documents, and the laws of Iran and Egypt. It first elucidated the concepts of
altruism and the duty to rescue and then, through a comparative analysis of the relevant laws, examined its instances and constituent
elements. The main research question is: What is the legal basis of the duty to rescue others from the perspective of altruism in the legal
systems of Iran and Egypt, and on what foundations is it based? The principal hypothesis holds that this duty is founded on ethical,
jurisprudential, and human-rights principles, with particular emphasis on the protection of human life; in Iran, it derives from the principles
of Imami Shi ‘i jurisprudence, whereas in Egypt, it derives from Hanafi jurisprudence and civil law. The findings showed that, in Iran, the
principles of “no harm” (12 darar) and “causation” (tasbib) (Article 1 of the Civil Liability Act and Article 295 of the Islamic Penal Code),
together with Avrticle 8 of the Constitution, promote rescue, particularly in emergency situations. In Egypt, Article 163 of the Civil Code
and the principle of “social solidarity” (takaful ijtima‘T) in Hanafi jurisprudence reinforce this duty within the framework of fault-based
liability, while Article 78 of the Constitution encourages social participation. Both legal systems, drawing on the right to life (Article 3 of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights), promote altruism as a motivation for voluntary assistance in natural disasters or public
emergencies; however, direct legal compulsion remains limited. Jurisprudential differences, such as Iran’s emphasis on causation and
Egypt’s emphasis on fault, may produce different outcomes in legal claims; nevertheless, legal protection for rescuers (Article 11 in Iran
and Article 165 in Egypt) and the recognition of necessity establish a common framework. It is recommended that educational programs
and international cooperation be expanded to strengthen altruism and enhance alignment with international standards.
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Extended Abstract

The duty to rescue another person occupies an important position at the intersection of civil liability, legal
ethics, Islamic jurisprudence, and human rights. In contemporary legal systems, the increasing frequency of
natural disasters, industrial accidents, traffic incidents, medical emergencies, and other situations threatening
human life has intensified the need to determine whether individuals are legally required to assist persons
exposed to serious danger and, conversely, whether rescuers who suffer harm in the course of assistance are
entitled to compensation. Although modern states have established professional institutions such as emergency
medical services, fire departments, police forces, and disaster-response organizations, such institutions cannot
always intervene immediately or effectively. Consequently, non-professional rescuers frequently become the
first persons capable of preventing death or serious bodily harm. From the perspective of altruism, such
interventions are grounded in solidarity, benevolence, and concern for the welfare of others; however,
transforming altruistic conduct into a legal obligation requires a clear doctrinal foundation. In Iranian law, civil
liability has traditionally been influenced by Imami jurisprudential doctrines, particularly the principles of
causation, destruction of property, no-harm, benevolence, and social responsibility. The principle of
benevolence is particularly relevant because a person acting in good faith for the benefit of another should not
ordinarily be treated in the same manner as a wrongful actor (3, 5). In Egyptian law, by contrast, the legal
structure of civil liability is more explicitly organized around fault, damage, and causation, although Hanafi
jurisprudence and broader Islamic concepts of social solidarity continue to influence the normative
interpretation of rescue obligations (8, 9). The comparative study of these two systems therefore provides an
appropriate basis for identifying the legal foundations, similarities, differences, and practical consequences of
the duty to rescue from the perspective of altruism.

The principal objective of this study is to explain and comparatively evaluate the legal foundations and
governing principles of the duty to rescue others in the legal systems of Iran and Egypt, with particular
emphasis on the relationship between altruistic conduct and civil liability. The central research question
concerns the circumstances under which a legal obligation to rescue arises and the extent to which the rescuer
is protected against liability or entitled to compensation for losses sustained during rescue. In Iranian law, the
legal analysis is closely connected with jurisprudential rules such as /a darar (no harm), tasbib (causation),
itlaf (destruction), ihsan (benevolence), and the broader obligation to protect life. These concepts provide
normative support for imposing responsibility where a person capable of preventing harm unjustifiably fails
to act and, at the same time, for protecting a well-intentioned rescuer who intervenes without fault (6, 13). The
concept of fault remains relevant in Iranian civil liability, but its role operates alongside jurisprudential
doctrines of causation and attribution rather than functioning as the sole basis of liability (14). In Egyptian law,
Acrticle 163 of the Civil Code establishes the general principle that any fault causing damage to another creates
an obligation to compensate, thereby placing fault at the center of the liability structure (9, 12). Causation
nevertheless remains indispensable, particularly in distinguishing damage legally attributable to the defendant
from harm produced by force majeure, the victim’s own conduct, or the intervention of a third party (11).
Accordingly, while both systems recognize the importance of preventing harm and protecting human life, they
differ in the doctrinal mechanisms through which rescue obligations and the consequences of non-assistance
are conceptualized.

The research was conducted through a descriptive-analytical and comparative legal methodology based on
documentary and library research. Relevant Iranian and Egyptian civil, criminal, and constitutional provisions
were examined together with jurisprudential doctrines and scholarly writings concerning civil liability,
causation, fault, necessity, benevolence, and the protection of life. The descriptive dimension was used to
clarify the concepts of altruism, rescue, non-assistance, emergency intervention, legal duty, and compensable
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harm, whereas the analytical dimension was employed to assess the relationship among these concepts and the
general rules of liability in both jurisdictions. Particular attention was given to the Iranian Civil Liability Act,
relevant provisions of the Iranian Civil Code and Islamic Penal Code, and the statutory prohibition against
refusing assistance to persons exposed to life-threatening danger. In the Egyptian system, the analysis focused
primarily on Articles 163, 165, 169, and related provisions of the Civil Code, together with criminal-law rules
concerning necessity and assistance in emergency circumstances. The comparative framework also considered
the influence of Islamic jurisprudence on both systems. Iranian law reflects the strong influence of Imami
jurisprudence, especially in relation to causation and benevolent intervention, while Egyptian law combines
codified civil-law doctrine with the historical influence of Hanafi jurisprudence (7, 15). The study further
examined the jurisprudential treatment of necessity and the proposition that necessity may excuse conduct
without necessarily eliminating the obligation to compensate for damage caused to another’s property (8).
Human-rights principles, particularly the right to life, human dignity, equality, and the duty of public
authorities to protect individuals from foreseeable threats, were also incorporated into the comparative
framework (17).

The findings indicate that Iranian law provides a relatively broad doctrinal basis for recognizing both a duty to
assist and legal protection for rescuers, although the relevant rules are dispersed across several statutory and
jurisprudential sources. The no-harm principle supports the prevention of avoidable injury, whereas causation
allows liability to be attributed where a legally relevant omission contributes to damage. The principle of
benevolence further supports exemption from liability when a rescuer acts in good faith for the legitimate
purpose of protecting another person and does not commit negligence or an independently wrongful act (3, 5).
Iranian civil-liability doctrine also permits compensation for bodily injury and other legally recognized losses
and provides a conceptual basis for considering the rescuer’s own losses as recoverable where they were
reasonably incurred in responding to a danger created by another person (1, 4). By contrast, Egyptian law
places greater emphasis on the conventional elements of fault, damage, and causal relationship. A rescuer’s
claim against the original wrongdoer generally depends on establishing that the defendant’s wrongful conduct
created or materially contributed to the dangerous situation and that the rescuer’s intervention constituted a
foreseeable and reasonable response to that situation (9, 11). The operation of foreign cause, force majeure, the
victim’s own conduct, or a third party’s act can affect the causal relationship and therefore the extent of
liability. Nevertheless, Egyptian doctrine does not necessarily treat rescue intervention as an abnormal or
independent event that automatically breaks causation. Where the rescuer’s response is proportionate to the
danger and directed toward preserving life, compensation may remain compatible with the general structure
of civil liability (10, 12).

The comparative analysis further shows substantial convergence between the two legal systems in their
recognition of necessity, good faith, social solidarity, and protection of life, despite differences in doctrinal
emphasis. Both systems accept that the law should not impose an unlimited duty to rescue where intervention
would expose the rescuer or third parties to serious danger. The duty is therefore conditioned by capacity,
reasonable opportunity, proportionality, and the absence of excessive personal risk. At the same time, both
systems distinguish professional rescuers from ordinary citizens because firefighters, emergency personnel,
police officers, and similar professionals assume certain risks as part of their occupational responsibilities. The
comparative difference lies primarily in the legal characterization of omission and rescue-related harm. Iranian
law more readily connects omission with causation and jurisprudential duty where the individual had a legal
or customary obligation to act, whereas Egyptian law generally requires clearer proof of fault or a specific
legal relationship capable of generating a positive duty (13, 14). Human-rights principles reinforce these
domestic doctrines by emphasizing the value of life and the responsibility of legal systems to create
mechanisms capable of preventing foreseeable death or serious injury. The right to life, in particular, supports
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a legal environment in which reasonable rescue behavior is encouraged rather than discouraged through fear
of liability (17). The concept of rights itself also supports the proposition that the protection of fundamental
interests may generate correlative obligations for individuals and public authorities, although the scope of such
obligations must remain legally defined and proportionate (16). Accordingly, altruism functions not merely as
a moral sentiment but as a normative value that can influence the interpretation of duties, defenses, causation,
and compensatory mechanisms in both jurisdictions.

In conclusion, the comparative examination demonstrates that the duty to rescue others in Iranian and Egyptian
law is supported by a combination of civil-liability principles, Islamic jurisprudence, ethical values, and
human-rights considerations. Iranian law relies more heavily on jurisprudential concepts such as causation,
no-harm, and benevolence, while Egyptian law generally structures liability through fault, damage, and causal
connection. Despite these differences, both systems recognize that the preservation of human life constitutes a
fundamental legal and ethical value and that rescuers acting reasonably and in good faith deserve legal
protection. The study also reveals that neither legal system has developed a completely coherent and
comprehensive statutory regime governing non-professional rescue, the rescuer’s losses, and the precise
consequences of failure to assist in all circumstances. Greater legislative clarity is therefore necessary. Both
countries could benefit from clearer rules defining when a duty to rescue arises, when danger to the rescuer
justifies non-intervention, how rescue-related losses should be compensated, and how good-faith rescuers
should be protected from disproportionate liability. Establishing compensation mechanisms for rescuers,
strengthening public education, clarifying the legal consequences of unjustified omissions, and integrating
human-rights principles into domestic liability doctrine could improve legal certainty and encourage socially
responsible intervention. Such reforms would contribute to the development of a legal culture in which altruism
is not treated solely as a personal moral virtue but also as a socially valuable form of conduct supported by an
appropriate and balanced legal framework.
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