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Abstract

Orientalism, as understood by Islamic scholars within its specific and general definitions, refers to the study of Islam from
the perspective of non-Muslims. The primary purpose of examining the subject of this article—which adopts a descriptive—
analytical approach and employs library-based research methods to explore and investigate the issue—is to elucidate the
points of convergence and divergence between the views of Orientalists and Islamic scholars regarding the compilation and
codification of the Qur’an after the demise of the Prophet (PBUH). Following an exploration of scholarly sources, the present
study arrived at the following findings: (1) an analysis of the views of scholars and Orientalists concerning the optimization
and conceptual clarification of Qur’anic notions; (2) the neglect by Orientalists of what historians have documented and
recorded regarding the compilation of the Qur’an; (3) biased interpretations by opponents of the Qur’an that have led to
divergent understandings of the process of Qur’anic compilation and codification; and (4) based on transmitted (naqli) and
rational (‘aqli) evidence, the compilation and codification of the Qur’an took place during the lifetime of the Prophet
(PBUH). The four aspects addressed in this article are achievements, innovations, and the results derived from the
investigation.
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Extended Abstract

The question of how and when the Qur’an was compiled and codified has long occupied a central place in Qur’anic
studies, Islamic historiography, and orientalist scholarship. As the foundational religious and epistemic text of
Islam, the Qur’an’s historical integrity is inseparable from debates about authority, authenticity, and transmission.
Within this context, Orientalism—understood in its specific sense as the study of Islam by non-Muslim scholars—
has produced a wide spectrum of interpretations regarding the collection of the Qur’an, often diverging sharply
from the positions of Muslim exegetes, jurists, and theologians. Some orientalist approaches have been shaped by
historical-critical methods, while others have been influenced by presuppositions rooted in theological polemics,
political agendas, or comparative scriptural studies. This extended abstract synthesizes the article’s analytical
comparison of these perspectives, focusing on the points of convergence and divergence between Islamic scholars
and Orientalists concerning the compilation and codification of the Qur’an, particularly in relation to whether this
process occurred during the lifetime of the Prophet Muhammad or only after his demise. Drawing on classical Sunni
and Shi‘i sources, Qur’anic evidence, rational arguments, and modern Western scholarship, the study situates the
debate within a broader intellectual history and frames it as a methodological problem rather than a merely historical
disagreement (1).

A substantial part of the discussion is devoted to clarifying the concept of “compilation” (jam®) itself, which has
been used in Qur’anic sciences in more than one sense. Muslim scholars have distinguished between the
preservation of the Qur’an through memorization and oral transmission, and its written compilation in an ordered,
codified form. The article emphasizes that much confusion in orientalist literature arises from conflating these
meanings or privileging later historical reports without sufficient critical scrutiny. By examining Qur’anic verses
that explicitly employ terms such as “book” (kitab) and “siirah,” alongside reports of prophetic instructions
regarding the placement of verses within specific chapters, the study argues that the Qur’an already possessed a
recognizable structural unity during the Prophetic era. Classical scholars, including prominent Shi‘i authorities,
stressed the intense concern of the Prophet and early Muslims for preserving the Qur’anic text through both
memorization and writing, appointing scribes of revelation and supervising the arrangement of verses. These
arguments are reinforced by rational considerations concerning the improbability that such a foundational text
would be left without systematic compilation until after the Prophet’s death (2, 5, 6).

The article further analyzes historical and narrational evidence that supports compilation during the Prophet’s
lifetime. Reports concerning the existence of multiple personal codices (masahif) among the Companions, the
practice of completing full recitations (khatm) of the Qur’an, and the widespread recognition of named siirahs before
the Prophet’s demise are treated as cumulative indicators of an already structured text. Particular attention is given
to the famous hadith al-Thagalayn, in which the Prophet refers to the Qur’an explicitly as “the Book of God,” a
designation that presupposes more than scattered written fragments or purely oral transmission. The article also
addresses claims that Qur’anic verses were recorded only on disparate materials such as bones, leaves, or stones,
arguing that while such materials were used, they do not negate the existence of an overarching compiled corpus.
Methodologically, the study underscores that many post-Prophetic reports describing compilation under later
caliphs are internally contradictory and therefore, according to principles of Islamic legal theory, lack probative
value when they conflict with Qur’anic indications and well-established rational considerations (7, 10, 11).

A significant portion of the article is devoted to examining orientalist positions that affirm compilation during the
Prophetic era. Scholars such as John Burton, Richard Bell, and William Graham are discussed as examples of
Western researchers who, albeit through different methodological routes, rejected the notion that the Qur’an was
finalized only generations after the Prophet. Burton’s thesis—that the Qur’an was compiled under prophetic
supervision and that later juridical developments shaped interpretive practices rather than the text itself—is
highlighted as converging in important respects with Shi‘i scholarly arguments. Graham’s critique of radically late-
dating theories, particularly those advanced by Wansbrough, is also examined, emphasizing his argument that
attributing the Qur’an’s formation to a much later period entails implausible conspiracy theories. These orientalist
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positions demonstrate that Western scholarship is not monolithic and that, in some cases, its conclusions align
closely with classical Islamic perspectives when methodological rigor is applied (19, 21).

In contrast, the article critically evaluates orientalist and some Muslim scholarly views that place the compilation
of the Qur’an after the Prophet’s death, particularly under the caliphates of Abii Bakr or ‘Uthman. Figures such as
Arthur Jeffery, Montgomery Watt, Wansbrough, Blachere, and Goldziher are examined in detail. The study argues
that many of these positions rely heavily on isolated reports (khabar al-wahid), speculative reconstructions, or
assumptions about political motives that lack firm textual or historical grounding. Goldziher’s claims regarding
textual instability and lack of an early unified text are subjected to close critique, especially in light of his own
acknowledgment of the authenticity of multiple Qur’anic readings transmitted through reliable chains. The article
also challenges assertions that Shi‘i thought rejects the “‘Uthmanic codex, demonstrating—through both Sunni and
Shi‘i sources—that the integrity and non-distortion of the current Qur’anic text are matters of consensus, and that
actions attributed to ‘Uthman were aimed primarily at regulating recitation rather than creating the Qur’anic text
anew (23, 26, 28).

In conclusion, the study shows that a careful comparative and critical analysis of Islamic and orientalist sources
leads to a coherent and historically plausible account of Qur’anic compilation during the lifetime of the Prophet
Muhammad. By demonstrating the methodological weaknesses of late-compilation theories, highlighting internal
contradictions in post-Prophetic reports, and foregrounding Qur’anic, rational, and narrational evidence, the article
reaffirms the classical Islamic position while also acknowledging convergent insights from certain strands of
Western scholarship. Beyond resolving a historical question, the findings underscore the importance of
interdisciplinary and cross-cultural dialogue in Qur’anic studies, illustrating how engagement with orientalist
literature—when approached critically—can enrich rather than undermine the scholarly understanding of Islam’s
foundational text.
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