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Abstract

Summarizing a divine book like the Quran is not an art, but understanding it more is definitely beautiful, and this sentence in this research
caused it to reach a special concern! Which, incidentally, has its roots in our traditions (our Iranians) but for various reasons in this
contemporary world it seems to have been forgotten again (as listening to revelation from the inner world and angels). The understanding
and tradition that is called intuitive literature and the belief in a "holy soul" in it is the first pillar, and then the same that the authors
followed with a sensitive search for examples? It has brought them to a position to see by examining another part of the same
aforementioned book (i.e. the Quran) with the light of Surah "Zumar" that after the passage of centuries, but how this important thing still
has fluid and original words. And in a clearer form, our desire here is both a hermeneutic reading of the word "illumination™ used in the
Quran (al-Zumar) while of course continuing and honoring the views of Suhrawardi. Our work here is descriptive-analytical, library and
especially field (experience-oriented) and has always wanted it to be qualitative-applied and after going through a volume of research, we
can present at least a small and specific translation for verse 69 of Surah Az-Zumar (again). By continuing this kind of research
(pedagogical), we hope to revive another of the beloved Iranian traditions and always be a new reason for the connection of science and
art (in friendship with religion & sincerity in faith). Hope it will be useful.
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Extended Abstract

The present study is grounded in an artistic—intuitive and hermeneutic engagement with Verse 69 of Surah Az-
Zumar, a Meccan chapter of the Holy Quran that thematically addresses monotheism, eschatology, divine
justice, and existential illumination. The verse “And the earth shall shine with the light of its Lord” has
conventionally been translated in a literal and eschatological register, often emphasizing a future cosmic event
while overlooking the semantic and ontological density of the verb ashragat (to be illuminated) and its deeper
resonance within the Quranic worldview (1). Drawing on the illuminationist (Ishraqi) tradition of Islamic
philosophy, particularly as articulated by Suhrawardi, this study proposes that ishrdaq in this verse cannot be
reduced to physical light or metaphorical brightness, but instead signifies a multilayered ontological disclosure
in which being, perception, and divine presence converge (2). From this perspective, the Quran is approached
not merely as a textual artifact but as a living field of meaning that continuously invites intuitive, experiential,
and artistic modes of understanding. The research is motivated by the recognition that intuitive literature and
visionary interpretation—once central to Iranian and Islamic intellectual traditions—have been marginalized
in contemporary academic discourse, despite their capacity to bridge theology, philosophy, and aesthetics. By
re-examining Verse 69 of Surah Az-Zumar through an illuminationist hermeneutic, the study seeks to restore
the legitimacy of intuitive knowledge (ma rifa dhawqiyya) alongside rational analysis, thereby reaffirming the
Quran’s capacity to generate ever-renewed meanings across historical and cultural contexts.
Methodologically, the research adopts a qualitative, descriptive—analytical design that integrates library-based
textual analysis with experience-oriented and phenomenological reflection. Rather than reproducing
conventional exegetical summaries, the study deliberately avoids repetitive introductions to Quranic studies or
biographical reconstructions of Suhrawardi, focusing instead on the operative concepts that emerge at the
intersection of illumination, perception, and artistic intuition. Hermeneutics functions here not as a purely
linguistic technique but as an existential methodology that treats understanding as an event in which the
interpreter is transformed by the text (3). This approach resonates with broader philosophical traditions that
view interpretation as a dynamic process linking text, world, and subject, while remaining firmly rooted in the
symbolic and metaphysical grammar of Islamic thought. The study further benefits from interdisciplinary
insights drawn from optics, metaphysics, and the philosophy of art, where light is understood not only as a
physical phenomenon but as a condition of visibility, intelligibility, and presence. By engaging these domains,
the research positions illumination as a mediating principle between sensory perception and metaphysical
meaning, allowing the Quranic verse to be read simultaneously as a theological statement, an ontological
proposition, and an aesthetic event. The methodological orientation is thus explicitly qualitative-applied,
aiming to demonstrate how illuminationist hermeneutics can be operationalized in contemporary Quranic
interpretation without collapsing into subjectivism or abandoning scholarly rigor.

The theoretical framework of the study is constructed around the illuminationist ontology of light and darkness,
existence and manifestation, as articulated in classical and later Islamic philosophy. Within this framework,
light (nizr) is not merely an attribute of beings but the very condition of their intelligibility and presence, while
darkness is not absolute negation but a gradation of concealment. This nuanced understanding allows the study
to reinterpret the relationship between light, color, and form, proposing that color represents the phenomenal
disclosure of light within the constraints of material existence, whereas light itself belongs to the order of being
(3). Such a distinction enables a rethinking of apparent contradictions—such as unity and multiplicity,
visibility and invisibility—not as logical inconsistencies but as necessary tensions within the structure of
manifestation. The research also engages with philosophical reflections on time and temporality, suggesting
that illumination disrupts linear conceptions of time by introducing moments of existential disclosure that
transcend chronological succession (5). In this sense, the illumination of the “carth” in Surah Az-Zumar is
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interpreted not simply as a future event but as an ever-present possibility of ontological awakening, wherein
the world becomes transparent to divine meaning. The study further draws analogies between illuminationist
metaphysics and fractal or non-linear models of reality, where patterns of light and form recur across scales,
reinforcing the idea that Quranic meaning operates through layered and self-referential structures (8).

A central analytical contribution of the study lies in its exploration of the aesthetic dimensions of illumination,
particularly through the interrelation of light, color, and artistic perception. Contrary to reductive
interpretations that privilege light as inherently superior to color, the research argues that color functions as
the embodied expression of light’s encounter with materiality, thereby playing a crucial role in making
illumination perceptible and experientially meaningful. This insight aligns with philosophical discussions that
treat aesthetic experience as a mode of knowledge rather than mere ornamentation (4). By extending this logic
to Quranic hermeneutics, the study suggests that artistic intuition—far from being an extraneous addition—
constitutes a legitimate pathway to understanding divine revelation. The verse under study is thus read as an
invitation to perceive the world aesthetically, recognizing beauty as a sign of divine presence rather than a
distraction from it. The analysis further engages with illuminationist conceptions of martyrdom, sacrifice, and
existential intensity, where illumination is achieved not through abstraction but through transformative
encounters that may involve suffering, creativity, and ethical commitment (6). In this context, illumination
emerges as a dynamic process that integrates epistemology, ethics, and aesthetics, reinforcing the Quran’s role
as a guide for both understanding and living.

Building on these analyses, the study offers a renewed interpretation of key Quranic terms in Verse 69 of Surah
Az-Zumar, particularly al-ard (the earth), nar (light), and rabb (Lord). Rather than treating al-ard as a purely
physical entity, the research proposes that it functions as an ontological field capable of receiving and reflecting
divine illumination, thereby mediating between the transcendent and the immanent. This interpretation allows
for a reconfiguration of spatial and temporal categories, suggesting that illumination transforms not only
perception but the very structure of worldly existence (3). The notion of rabb is likewise expanded beyond a
juridical or hierarchical conception to encompass nurturing, guidance, and creative presence, reinforcing the
relational dimension of divine illumination. By synthesizing these elements, the study presents illumination as
a holistic phenomenon that encompasses being, knowing, and creating, offering a framework in which Quranic
interpretation becomes an integrative practice rather than a compartmentalized academic exercise. This
synthesis also highlights the compatibility of illuminationist hermeneutics with contemporary concerns about
interdisciplinarity, experiential knowledge, and the reconciliation of science and art within a spiritually
grounded worldview.

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that an artistic—intuitive and illuminationist reading of Verse 69 of Surah
Az-Zumar opens new horizons for Quranic interpretation by restoring the centrality of lived experience,
aesthetic perception, and ontological depth. By treating illumination as a dynamic interplay of light, existence,
and understanding, the research moves beyond reductive literalism and abstract rationalism, offering instead a
hermeneutic that is both faithful to the Quranic text and responsive to contemporary intellectual challenges.
The findings suggest that reviving intuitive and illuminationist traditions can contribute meaningfully to
current debates in theology, philosophy, and the humanities, particularly by fostering dialogue between
scientific inquiry and artistic creativity. Ultimately, the study affirms that the Quran’s enduring vitality lies in
its capacity to illuminate not only the earth, but also the horizons of human understanding and imagination.
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