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Abstract

The relationship between reason and revelation is one of the central issues in Islamic thought, and in the contemporary era—marked by
the confrontation between modern rationality and religious knowledge—its re-examination has become necessary. By proposing the theory
of revelatory rationality, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli offers a novel approach to explaining the constructive interaction between reason and
revelation, in which reason operates within the orbit of revelation and thereby attains transcendence. Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent
Theosophy, with its ontological foundations, provides an appropriate theoretical framework for understanding this type of rationality.
Despite the fundamental connections between these two theories, there remains a research gap in clarifying the nature of their relationship.
The aim of the present study is to examine the relationship between the theory of revelatory rationality and the transcendence of thought
in Sadrian philosophy, and to uncover the shared philosophical foundations of these two theories. This basic research adopts a descriptive—
analytical and comparative approach. Data were collected through library research from the works of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli and the texts
of Transcendent Theosophy, and were analyzed using content analysis and comparative examination. The findings indicate that Sadrian
philosophy, through its ontological foundations—including the monotheistic framework, substantial motion, the unity of the intellect and
the intelligible, the correspondence of realms, existential poverty, and gradational existence—provides the philosophical ground for
revelatory rationality. The shared foundations of these two theories include the monotheistic framework, the correspondence of realms,
existential poverty, and epistemic gradation. The process of the transcendence of thought is explained in three stages—need,
argumentation, and discipleship—in which revelation plays a complementary and elevating role for reason. The overall conclusion is that
revelatory rationality is rooted in the foundations of Transcendent Theosophy, and that human epistemic transcendence is realized only
through the unity of reason and divine law.
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Extended Abstract

The relationship between reason and revelation has long been recognized as one of the most fundamental and
enduring problems in Islamic intellectual history, occupying a central position in theology, philosophy, and
epistemology. Classical Islamic thinkers consistently grappled with the question of whether reason and
revelation constitute independent epistemic authorities or whether they are inherently complementary sources
of knowledge. In the contemporary period, this issue has acquired renewed urgency due to the dominance of
modern rationality and its frequent opposition to religious epistemologies, which has intensified debates over
the legitimacy, scope, and limits of reason in relation to divine guidance (1, 2). Within this intellectual context,
Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s theory of revelatory rationality represents a systematic attempt to overcome the
presumed dichotomy between reason and revelation by reconfiguring their relationship in a non-adversarial
and hierarchical framework (4). According to this theory, reason does not stand in opposition to revelation but
operates within its orbit, recognizing both its own epistemic capacities and its intrinsic limitations (5). At the
same time, Sadrian philosophy, or Transcendent Theosophy, with its distinctive ontological and
epistemological foundations—such as substantial motion, gradational existence, and the unity of the intellect
and the intelligible—offers a robust philosophical framework for conceptualizing the transcendence of human
thought (6). Despite the conceptual affinities between these two intellectual traditions, existing studies have
largely treated them in isolation, resulting in a significant research gap concerning the precise nature of their
relationship and the shared philosophical foundations that underlie them (7). Addressing this gap is particularly
important for contemporary Islamic thought, as it allows for a theoretically grounded articulation of a
rationality that remains faithful to revelation while fully engaging philosophical inquiry (9).

The present study adopts a basic research orientation and employs a descriptive—analytical and comparative
methodology in order to examine the relationship between the theory of revelatory rationality and the concept
of the transcendence of thought in Sadrian philosophy. Data were collected through systematic library research,
drawing primarily on the works of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli related to reason, revelation, and revelatory
rationality, as well as the principal texts of Transcendent Theosophy, including Mulla Sadra’s al-Asfar al-
Arba ‘a and its authoritative commentaries. The analytical procedure involved three interrelated stages: first,
the extraction and conceptual clarification of key notions such as revelatory rationality and the transcendence
of thought; second, the identification and analysis of the ontological and epistemological foundations
underlying each framework; and third, a comparative examination aimed at uncovering their points of
convergence and structural compatibility. Content analysis was employed to ensure conceptual rigor, while
comparative philosophical reasoning was used to elucidate the logical and ontological relationships between
the two theories. This methodological approach enables a systematic exploration of how Sadrian metaphysics
provides a philosophical ground for revelatory rationality, without reducing either framework to the other or
compromising their internal coherence.

Within Sadrian philosophy, the transcendence of thought is intrinsically linked to the doctrine of substantial
motion, which posits that motion and transformation occur not merely in accidental properties but in the very
substance of beings, including the human soul (6). According to this view, the soul undergoes continuous
ontological development, progressing from lower to higher levels of existence, and this ontological ascent is
mirrored in the evolution of its cognitive capacities (10). Human knowledge thus unfolds through successive
stages, beginning with sensory perception, advancing through imaginative and rational cognition, and
culminating in intuitive or presential knowledge (11). The principle of gradational existence further reinforces
this dynamic understanding of cognition by affirming that existence itself admits of degrees of intensity and
perfection, and that knowledge, as a mode of being, likewise manifests in graded forms (12). As the soul
ascends ontologically, its intellectual apprehensions become more unified, culminating in the doctrine of the
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unity of the intellect and the intelligible, wherein the knower and the known are no longer distinct (13). From
this perspective, the transcendence of thought is not merely an epistemic accumulation of propositions but an
existential transformation of the knowing subject, grounded in metaphysical principles that render intellectual
perfection both possible and intelligible.

Revelatory rationality, as articulated by Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, is premised on a complementary
understanding of reason that recognizes its inherent dependence on divine guidance while affirming its
indispensable role in human cognition (4). In this framework, reason is neither autonomous in a secular sense
nor negated in favor of unmediated revelation; rather, it is a divinely endowed faculty that becomes fully
actualized only through its engagement with revelation (5). Javadi Amoli conceptualizes the interaction
between reason and revelation in three successive stages: need (iktiyaj), argumentation (iktijaj), and
discipleship (tatallum). In the stage of need, reason becomes aware of its epistemic limitations, particularly in
relation to metaphysical realities, eschatological truths, and moral guidance (1). In the stage of argumentation,
reason affirms the necessity of revelation and recognizes its right to demand divine guidance should such
guidance be withheld (2). Finally, in the stage of discipleship, reason submits to revelation as a learner,
allowing revealed knowledge to awaken and actualize its latent capacities (14). This model preserves the
dignity of reason while situating it within a theologically grounded epistemic hierarchy, thereby avoiding both
rational absolutism and fideistic anti-intellectualism (15).

A comparative analysis reveals that Sadrian philosophy and revelatory rationality share several foundational
ontological principles that render them mutually reinforcing rather than merely compatible. Chief among these
is the monotheistic framework that identifies God as both the origin and ultimate end of all existence, thereby
situating human cognition within a teleological order oriented toward divine reality (9). The principle of the
correspondence of realms further establishes a structural harmony between different levels of reality, enabling
revelation to function as a bridge between the intelligible and sensible worlds (8). Additionally, the doctrine
of existential poverty underscores the absolute dependence of contingent beings on the Necessary Being,
extending this dependence to the epistemic domain and thereby justifying the need for revelation (17). Finally,
the principle of gradational existence provides a metaphysical basis for understanding cognitive development
as a progressive ascent toward higher forms of knowledge, a process in which revelation plays a guiding and
elevating role (21). Taken together, these shared foundations demonstrate that revelatory rationality is not an
extraneous theological construct imposed upon Sadrian metaphysics but a natural epistemological extension
of its ontological commitments (16, 18).

In conclusion, the findings of this study indicate that the theory of revelatory rationality articulated by
Ayatollah Javadi Amoli is deeply rooted in the ontological and epistemological principles of Sadrian
philosophy, and that the transcendence of human thought can be coherently explained only through a
framework that integrates reason and revelation rather than opposing them. The transcendence of thought
emerges as a dynamic, multi-stage process grounded in substantial motion, gradational existence, and the unity
of the intellect and the intelligible, while revelation functions as the indispensable guide that enables reason to
overcome its inherent limitations and attain its highest perfection. The unity of reason and divine law thus
appears not as a contingent synthesis but as a necessary condition for genuine epistemic transcendence, offering
a philosophically robust response to contemporary challenges posed by the tension between modern rationality
and religious knowledge.
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