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Abstract

Intellectual deviation constitutes a major challenge for contemporary societies, particularly within religious and cultural contexts, due to
its profound impact on identity formation, belief systems, and social behavior. This phenomenon extends beyond mere diversity of opinion
or simple cognitive error and is deeply rooted in the destabilization of theoretical foundations and the erosion of criteria for distinguishing
truth from falsehood. The present study aims to examine the role of theoretical foundations in preventing intellectual deviations, with
particular emphasis on the intellectual framework of Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi. Employing a narrative review methodology and a
descriptive analytical approach, the study systematically analyzes Misbah Yazdi’s views in the domains of epistemology, ontology,
anthropology, and axiology. The findings indicate that his emphasis on guided rationalism, critique of epistemological relativism and
secularism, theocentric understanding of existence, recognition of human fitrah and free will, and insistence on stable moral values together
form a coherent and effective framework for intellectual prevention. Moreover, the concepts of religious authority and doctrinal education
emerge as complementary mechanisms that reinforce intellectual integrity within society. The study concludes that this integrated
theoretical model not only demonstrates strong internal coherence but also possesses significant applicability to contemporary social
conditions, offering a strategic foundation for cultural and educational policymaking aimed at sustainable prevention of intellectual
deviations.
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Extended Abstract

Intellectual deviation has emerged as one of the most critical challenges confronting contemporary societies,
particularly within religious and ideological contexts where rapid cultural change, epistemic pluralism, and
competing worldviews exert sustained pressure on traditional belief systems. Intellectual deviation, in this
sense, does not merely signify diversity of opinion or ordinary cognitive error, but rather denotes a structural
departure from stable epistemic, ontological, and axiological foundations that traditionally guide the formation
of belief, judgment, and action. Within Islamic thought, intellectual deviation is understood as a gradual or
explicit disconnection between human reasoning and the coordinated framework of reason, revelation, and
innate human disposition. Such deviation often manifests through relativization of truth, erosion of moral
certainty, and reinterpretation of religious principles under external philosophical or ideological pressures.
Contemporary scholarship increasingly acknowledges that these deviations are not accidental, but are produced
through identifiable theoretical assumptions embedded within modern epistemologies and social discourses.
From this perspective, addressing intellectual deviation requires more than reactive correction; it necessitates
a comprehensive theoretical framework capable of safeguarding intellectual integrity at its foundations (1).
Modern intellectual challenges—particularly epistemological relativism, secular epistemology, and syncretic
reinterpretations of religion—have significantly transformed the landscape of belief formation. Relativism
undermines the very possibility of objective truth by reducing knowledge claims to subjective or cultural
constructions, thereby dissolving meaningful criteria for distinguishing truth from falsehood (2). Secular
epistemology, meanwhile, confines religion to the private or emotional sphere and denies its legitimacy as a
source of authoritative knowledge about reality, society, and morality (3). Alongside these trends, intellectual
syncretism introduces incompatible philosophical assumptions into religious thought without methodological
scrutiny, producing internally incoherent belief systems that retain religious terminology while hollowing out
its substantive meaning (4). These developments collectively weaken the epistemic resilience of religious
communities and render them vulnerable to fragmented belief structures. Contemporary analyses outside the
Islamic tradition similarly highlight the destabilizing effects of fragmented epistemologies on education and
moral reasoning, underscoring the global relevance of the problem (10). In this context, a theory of intellectual
prevention must operate at the level of foundational assumptions rather than surface-level discourse.

The intellectual project of Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi offers a systematic and philosophically rigorous response
to these challenges by grounding intellectual prevention in coherent theoretical foundations. Central to his
approach is the concept of guided rationalism, which affirms the indispensable role of human reason while
rejecting its absolutization. Reason, in this framework, functions as a divinely endowed instrument that must
operate within the orienting boundaries of revelation rather than in isolation from it (6). Misbah Yazdi argues
that both rational reductionism and anti-rational literalism produce intellectual vulnerability, as each disrupts
the harmony between reason and revelation that characterizes authentic Islamic epistemology (8). By restoring
this harmony, guided rationalism enables critical engagement with modern philosophies while preserving
epistemic continuity with religious truth. This epistemological stance forms the first line of defense against
intellectual deviation by maintaining objective criteria for knowledge and safeguarding the possibility of
certain and binding truth (1).

Beyond epistemology, the ontological foundations of Misbah Yazdi’s thought play a decisive role in
preventing intellectual deviation. His emphasis on a theocentric and causally ordered universe situates human
existence within a purposeful metaphysical framework governed by divine wisdom. By rejecting materialist
and naturalistic reductions of reality, this ontological vision preserves meaning, moral accountability, and
transcendence as integral dimensions of human life (3). In this worldview, intellectual deviation is not merely
a cognitive malfunction but a metaphysical disorientation rooted in the denial of ultimate purpose. Closely
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related is Misbah Yazdi’s anthropology, which affirms human dignity, moral responsibility, and innate
orientation toward truth through the concept of fitrah. Deviations intensify when this innate disposition is
ignored, suppressed, or reinterpreted through relativistic or determinist frameworks (9). By emphasizing free
will alongside the necessity of divine guidance, Misbah Yazdi presents a balanced view in which individuals
are accountable for their beliefs while remaining dependent on revealed guidance to navigate complex
intellectual terrains (20).

A distinctive feature of Misbah Yazdi’s theoretical framework is his sustained critique of intellectual
syncretism and religious distortion. He demonstrates that syncretism often emerges under the guise of
modernization or contextual adaptation, yet its long-term effect is the internal erosion of religious coherence
(5). Such distortions generate epistemic confusion, weaken trust in religious authority, and ultimately foster
skepticism toward the religion itself (11). To counter these risks, Misbah Yazdi underscores the central role of
wilayah (religious authority) as a stabilizing epistemic and pedagogical mechanism. Wilayah, in his analysis,
is not merely a political doctrine but a comprehensive system of intellectual guardianship that ensures
continuity, coherence, and legitimacy in religious understanding (15). Knowledge, when detached from
legitimate authority, becomes susceptible to subjective reinterpretation; authority without knowledge,
conversely, loses its guiding capacity. The integration of knowledge and wilayah thus forms a critical safeguard
against fragmentation and deviation (19).

Finally, the practical dimension of Misbah Yazdi’s approach lies in his emphasis on intellectual-doctrinal
education as a long-term preventive strategy. Education, in this sense, transcends information transmission and
aims at shaping coherent worldviews grounded in sound epistemic and moral principles (6). He assigns
particular responsibility to intellectual elites, academic institutions, and religious scholars as custodians of
collective intellectual health, warning that weakness in theoretical education inevitably translates into societal
vulnerability to deviant ideologies (14). In an era characterized by information overload and ideological
competition, this model offers a robust framework capable of engaging contemporary conditions without
surrendering foundational integrity (7). Overall, this study demonstrates that the theoretical system articulated
by Ayatollah Misbah Yazdi constitutes a coherent, internally consistent, and practically applicable model for
preventing intellectual deviation, one that operates through reinforcing epistemic certainty, ontological
meaning, anthropological responsibility, and axiological stability in the face of modern intellectual challenges.
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