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Abstract

In today’s world, where ethical and social challenges have become increasingly complex, educational systems require programs that not
only focus on the transmission of knowledge but also prioritize the cultivation of moral virtues and social skills. Teaching ethical behaviors
to individuals is of great importance and represents one of the effective approaches for developing social skills and strengthening social
interactions among members of society. The present article examines the views and perspectives of two of the most prominent philosophers
of the modern Western era, namely the theories of Georges Bataille and Emmanuel Levinas, regarding ethical issues. Among the
comparative study methods, George Bereday’s method—comprising four stages of description, interpretation, juxtaposition, and
comparison—has been employed (Bereday, 1964). The analysis of the findings indicates that, in general, both philosophers regard the
human being as an ethical entity, and every ethical individual exists in relation to the “Other” and to the “community.” However, they
also differ in certain respects; Levinas argues that without the existence of the “Other,” ethics loses its true meaning, because ethical
concepts are among those that acquire meaning and reality within the human relationship with the “Other,” and he places greater emphasis
on the positive aspects of human nature, particularly moral and social dimensions. In contrast, Bataille emphasizes the individual
dimension of the human being in relation to ethical issues.
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Extended Abstract

Human beings are inherently social and relational entities, whose psychological well-being, identity formation,
and adaptive functioning are deeply intertwined with their capacity to establish meaningful and ethical
relationships with others. Social skills represent a fundamental component of human development,
encompassing a wide range of learned behaviors that facilitate effective communication, empathy, cooperation,
emotional regulation, and moral judgment within social contexts. These competencies contribute significantly
to positive psychosocial outcomes, including social acceptance, interpersonal trust, resilience, problem-solving
ability, and psychological well-being (1). Social skills are not merely functional competencies but also moral
capacities, as they involve understanding others’ perspectives, recognizing ethical obligations, and regulating
one’s conduct in accordance with socially shared norms and values (2). From a developmental perspective,
social skills enhance individuals’ ability to navigate interpersonal environments effectively, promoting ethical
awareness, responsible decision-making, and adaptive social functioning (3). Moreover, social skills contribute
to individuals’ capacity to avoid maladaptive social responses, maintain constructive interpersonal
relationships, and prevent social rejection, highlighting their essential role in both individual well-being and
collective social cohesion (4). Ethical education plays a crucial role in strengthening social skills by fostering
moral awareness, empathy, and social responsibility, thereby promoting harmonious social interactions and
sustainable social integration (5). Moral anthropology, as an interdisciplinary field, examines the ethical
dimensions of human existence by exploring the relationship between moral values, human nature, and social
behavior, thereby providing a conceptual foundation for understanding how ethical development contributes
to social competence and interpersonal responsibility (8). Ethical values are not merely abstract principles but
internalized dispositions that shape individuals’ conduct, guiding behavior through deeply rooted moral habits
and psychological structures (6). Ethical systems regulate social relationships by establishing norms of
responsibility, mutual respect, and accountability, thereby ensuring social order and stability (7). However,
contemporary educational systems often prioritize technical knowledge over moral development, limiting
opportunities for ethical reflection and social skill formation, which underscores the need for educational
frameworks that integrate ethical anthropology into pedagogical practice (9).

The ethical philosophy of Emmanuel Levinas provides a profound conceptual framework for understanding
the relational foundations of morality and social skills, emphasizing the primacy of ethical responsibility
toward the “Other” as the foundation of human existence and moral consciousness. Levinas rejects traditional
individualistic ethical frameworks that prioritize autonomy and self-determination, arguing instead that ethical
subjectivity emerges through encounters with others, which impose moral responsibility and shape the
individual’s ethical identity (10). According to Levinas, ethics is not a system of abstract principles but an
existential condition grounded in interpersonal relationships, where individuals become ethically aware
through their exposure to the presence and vulnerability of others (28). Ethical responsibility, in Levinas’s
philosophy, precedes rational deliberation and social conventions, reflecting an immediate and unconditional
obligation to respond to the needs of others (29). The encounter with the Other disrupts the individual’s self-
centered perspective, compelling the individual to recognize the moral significance of interpersonal
relationships and social interconnectedness (15). Levinas’s concept of “otherness” highlights the ethical
asymmetry between the self and the Other, emphasizing that ethical responsibility arises not from reciprocal
agreements but from the intrinsic moral demand presented by the presence of another person (13). This ethical
encounter represents the foundation of social existence, as individuals cannot achieve moral fulfillment or
social integration without acknowledging their ethical responsibility toward others (14). Furthermore, Levinas
extends this ethical framework beyond individual relationships to encompass broader social and institutional
contexts, introducing the concept of the “third person” as a representation of social justice and collective
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responsibility (23). This expansion of ethical responsibility from interpersonal relations to social structures
highlights the importance of ethical awareness in promoting social cohesion, justice, and moral accountability
within complex social systems (16). Levinas’s ethical philosophy thus provides a foundational framework for
understanding the role of ethical awareness and interpersonal responsibility in the development of social skills
and moral competence.

In contrast, Georges Bataille offers a distinct yet complementary perspective on moral anthropology,
emphasizing the role of individual experience, transcendence, and social energy in shaping ethical
consciousness and social relationships. Bataille’s philosophical anthropology challenges conventional moral
frameworks by exploring the existential and experiential dimensions of ethical life, emphasizing the
importance of emotional intensity, sacred experience, and existential transgression in human development
(35). Bataille views ethical experience as fundamentally rooted in the individual’s capacity to transcend the
limitations of isolated existence and engage with others through shared emotional and symbolic experiences
(22). His theory emphasizes the importance of social exchange, collective rituals, and symbolic
communication in creating social bonds and ethical communities (20). Bataille argues that ethical
consciousness emerges through experiences that challenge the boundaries of individual identity, enabling
individuals to recognize their interconnectedness with others and their participation in a broader social and
symbolic order (19). Unlike Levinas, who emphasizes ethical responsibility as an inherent moral obligation,
Bataille emphasizes the transformative potential of existential experiences in fostering ethical awareness and
social integration. His perspective highlights the role of emotional intensity, vulnerability, and shared
experiences in creating meaningful interpersonal relationships and ethical communities. Bataille’s
philosophical anthropology thus contributes to a deeper understanding of the experiential and relational
foundations of ethical consciousness, emphasizing the importance of social interaction, emotional openness,
and existential engagement in the development of ethical identity and social competence (26).

The comparative analysis of Levinas’s and Bataille’s philosophical perspectives reveals both convergences
and divergences in their understanding of moral anthropology and social skills development. Both philosophers
emphasize the relational nature of ethical consciousness, recognizing that moral identity emerges through
interaction with others rather than through isolated individual reflection (24). Levinas emphasizes ethical
responsibility as the foundation of moral identity, highlighting the importance of empathy, moral awareness,
and interpersonal accountability in ethical development (34). Bataille, on the other hand, emphasizes the role
of experiential transformation and social energy in shaping ethical consciousness, highlighting the importance
of emotional openness and existential engagement in moral development (25). Despite these differences, both
perspectives underscore the importance of social interaction, ethical awareness, and interpersonal
responsibility in the development of social skills. Levinas’s emphasis on ethical responsibility highlights the
importance of empathy, compassion, and moral accountability in social interactions, while Bataille’s emphasis
on existential experience highlights the importance of emotional openness, vulnerability, and symbolic
communication in fostering ethical relationships (27). Together, these perspectives provide a comprehensive
framework for understanding the role of moral anthropology in promoting ethical awareness, social
competence, and interpersonal responsibility.

The educational implications of moral anthropology are particularly significant, as ethical education plays a
crucial role in fostering social skills, moral awareness, and interpersonal competence. Ethical education
promotes the development of empathy, moral reasoning, and ethical decision-making, enabling individuals to
navigate complex social environments effectively and responsibly (17). By integrating moral anthropology into
educational curricula, educational institutions can promote ethical awareness, social responsibility, and
interpersonal competence, thereby contributing to the development of socially responsible and ethically aware
individuals. Levinas’s emphasis on ethical responsibility highlights the importance of fostering empathy, moral
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awareness, and interpersonal accountability in educational contexts, while Bataille’s emphasis on experiential
transformation highlights the importance of emotional engagement, symbolic communication, and experiential
learning in ethical education. These perspectives underscore the importance of educational frameworks that
promote ethical awareness, interpersonal responsibility, and social competence, thereby contributing to the
development of ethical individuals and cohesive social communities (21). The integration of moral
anthropology into educational practice can enhance the effectiveness of ethical education, promote social
competence, and contribute to the development of ethical communities characterized by empathy, mutual
respect, and social responsibility.

In conclusion, moral anthropology provides a valuable conceptual framework for understanding the ethical
foundations of social skills development and interpersonal responsibility. The philosophical perspectives of
Levinas and Bataille highlight the relational and experiential dimensions of ethical consciousness, emphasizing
the importance of interpersonal relationships, ethical responsibility, and existential engagement in the
development of ethical identity and social competence. Levinas’s emphasis on ethical responsibility highlights
the importance of empathy, moral awareness, and interpersonal accountability, while Bataille’s emphasis on
experiential transformation highlights the importance of emotional openness, existential engagement, and
social interaction in ethical development. Together, these perspectives demonstrate that ethical development
and social skills formation are fundamentally interconnected processes that contribute to the development of
ethical individuals and cohesive social communities. Moral anthropology thus provides a valuable theoretical
and practical framework for promoting ethical awareness, social competence, and interpersonal responsibility,
highlighting the importance of ethical education in fostering ethical individuals and sustainable social
communities.
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