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Abstract

Marriage in Islamic law is one of the most significant religious rulings, regarded as a sacred bond between a man and a woman. In addition
to establishing lawful sexual relations, it seeks to realize broader objectives in individual, social, and ethical domains. The objectives of
Sharia in the context of marriage include the preservation of lineage, the provision of psychological tranquility for spouses, the
strengthening of social and familial relationships, the establishment of social justice, and the safeguarding of chastity and moral integrity.
These purposes and underlying rationales operate not only at the individual level but also exert substantial influence at broader social and
cultural levels. The objectives of Sharia in Imami jurisprudence differ in certain respects from those recognized in other Islamic legal
schools. In Imami jurisprudence, particular emphasis is placed on the spiritual and ethical rights of spouses, especially concerning dower
(mahr), maintenance (nafagah), and reciprocal rights and obligations. By contrast, other schools of Islamic jurisprudence—such as the
Hanafi, Shafi‘i, and Maliki schools—tend to place comparatively greater emphasis on the economic and legal dimensions of marital
relations. Overall, while the objectives of marriage in all legal schools include the preservation of lineage and the psychological well-
being of spouses, Imami jurisprudence places stronger emphasis on the upbringing of righteous offspring and the moral cultivation of the
family unit. This study examines the objectives of Sharia in the law of marriage within Imami jurisprudence and compares them with
those of other Islamic legal schools, aiming to analyze both their differences and similarities. The findings indicate that in Islamic law,
marriage is conceived not merely as a means of satisfying physical and sexual needs, but as an institution intended to promote morality,
justice, and the strengthening of social and familial bonds.
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Extended Abstract

This study examines the objectives (maqasid) of Sharia in the institution of marriage (nikah) from the
perspective of Imami jurisprudence and comparatively situates them alongside other Islamic legal schools,
arguing that marriage in Islamic law is not merely a contractual arrangement regulating lawful sexual relations
but a multidimensional institution oriented toward existential tranquility (sukiin), moral cultivation,
preservation of lineage, and the consolidation of social justice. Classical jurists and theorists of maqasid have
consistently affirmed that legal rulings are grounded in underlying purposes and human welfare, and marriage
occupies a central position among these rulings due to its direct connection with the preservation of religion,
life, intellect, lineage, and property (1-4). Within Imami thought, the theory of maqasid is closely tied to the
protection of both worldly and otherworldly interests, integrating material welfare with spiritual perfection (5-
7). Marriage is therefore conceptualized as a divinely instituted covenant (mithaq ghaliz) whose normative
architecture seeks to harmonize instinctual drives with ethical responsibility, and to transform a natural
inclination into a structured moral and social order. The Imami juristic discourse, while sharing foundational
objectives with other Sunni schools, demonstrates particular sensitivity to the ethical and spiritual dimensions
of conjugal rights and duties, emphasizing reciprocal moral responsibility alongside legal entitlement (8-10).
By situating marriage within the broader teleology of Sharia, this study contends that nikah operates as a
mediating institution through which individual needs are integrated into collective stability and divine purpose.
The theoretical framework of the research is grounded in classical Imami jurisprudence and Qur’anic exegesis,
where maqasid are understood as the wisdoms and ends embedded in legal norms, divided into primary and
secondary objectives, all ultimately oriented toward safeguarding human dignity and social order (5, 6). Imami
jurists identify preservation of religion, life, intellect, lineage, and property as essential aims, and marriage is
most directly connected to the preservation of lineage (hifz al-nasl) and moral order (11, 12). The juristic
elaboration of marital rulings—such as dower (mahr), maintenance (nafagah), and mutual rights—reflects a
structured attempt to institutionalize justice within the family (2-4). Imami sources further articulate marriage
as a means of sustaining social cohesion and intergenerational transmission of religious and ethical values (17,
18). The preservation of chastity and prevention of social corruption are also integral components of the
maqasid of nikah, with jurists underscoring the role of lawful intimacy in safeguarding personal and communal
morality (19). In this doctrinal landscape, marriage is not reduced to procreation or sexual regulation but
emerges as a comprehensive ethical framework that aligns human vulnerability with divine guidance,
transforming instinct into disciplined virtue (12, 16).

A central analytical finding of the study is that existential tranquility (sukiin) constitutes the overarching
teleological horizon of marriage, within which procreation, affection (mawadda), mercy (rahma), and lawful
sexual fulfillment function as mediating objectives. Qur’anic expressions such as “li-taskunii ilayha” are
interpreted by exegetes as signifying a profound psychological and spiritual repose rather than mere physical
cohabitation, thereby elevating marriage into a domain of mutual existential completion (10). Imami thinkers
such as Khomeini interpret marital companionship as a context for ethical refinement and spiritual growth, in
which patience, compassion, and responsibility are cultivated (5). Makarem Shirazi likewise emphasizes that
conjugal tranquility encompasses bodily, emotional, and social dimensions, and that the family serves as the
primary site for moral formation and protection (15). Tabarsi’s exegetical engagement with the verse
“nisa’ ukum harthun lakum” underscores that sexual relations are framed within the metaphor of cultivation,
pointing beyond immediate gratification toward continuity of lineage and moral accountability (21). Even
where jurists such as Jassas concentrate on the juridical limits of lawful intercourse, the broader hermeneutical
tradition situates such discussions within a teleology of order and moral safeguarding (3). The study thus
demonstrates that Imami jurisprudence consistently integrates legal precision with metaphysical purpose,
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ensuring that marriage functions as an arena of ethical self-transcendence rather than mere contractual
exchange.

The comparative dimension of the research reveals substantial convergence among Islamic legal schools
regarding the preservation of lineage and prevention of moral corruption, yet identifies distinctive emphases
within Imami jurisprudence. Sunni jurists, including those of the Hanafi and Shafi‘i traditions, affirm
procreation and regulation of sexuality as primary objectives, often elaborating detailed discussions on marital
legality and economic obligations (8, 10, 21). However, Imami discourse more explicitly foregrounds the
spiritual reciprocity of spouses and the moral education of offspring as intrinsic aims of marriage (22, 23). The
insistence on mutual rights, including the woman’s entitlement to mahr and maintenance irrespective of
fluctuating economic conditions, reflects a juridical commitment to justice that transcends mere economic
functionality (12, 16). Furthermore, Imami sources articulate a more integrated understanding of marriage as
both legal covenant and devotional responsibility, wherein the couple’s conduct is evaluated within an
eschatological horizon (5, 17). The study finds that while all schools regard chastity and social stability as
shared magqasid, Imami jurisprudence articulates a richer synthesis of legal, ethical, and spiritual dimensions,
thereby expanding the normative scope of marriage beyond contractualism.

Another significant finding concerns the role of lawful sexual fulfillment within the magasid framework. While
some jurists treat sexual satisfaction as a natural consequence of marriage rather than an independent objective,
Imami exegetes situate it within a divinely sanctioned structure designed to prevent deviation and alleviate
human weakness, as indicated in the Qur’anic articulation of divine intent to “lighten your burden” (9, 20, 26).
In this reading, sexual desire is acknowledged as an intrinsic human drive whose disciplined channeling
through marriage protects individual dignity and communal morality. Makarem Shirazi interprets the
agricultural metaphor not as a license for hedonism but as an affirmation of reproductive continuity and moral
responsibility (15, 25). Thus, even where pleasure is recognized, it remains subordinated to higher objectives
of family stability and righteous progeny. The study concludes that Imami jurisprudence achieves a normative
equilibrium between acknowledging instinctual realities and embedding them within a teleological order that
prioritizes ethical maturation and social harmony (8, 11). Marriage is therefore conceptualized as a
comprehensive ethical ecosystem in which sexuality, affection, justice, and spirituality converge.

In conclusion, the objectives of Sharia in marriage, as articulated within Imami jurisprudence, reveal a coherent
and multilayered teleology that integrates preservation of lineage, existential tranquility, justice, moral
cultivation, and social cohesion into a unified normative vision. Marriage is constructed as a sacred covenant
that mediates between human vulnerability and divine wisdom, transforming natural desire into a disciplined
pathway toward ethical completion and communal stability. The comparative analysis confirms that while
foundational maqasid are shared across Islamic legal traditions, Imami jurisprudence uniquely intensifies the
moral and spiritual dimensions of conjugal life, framing the family as the primary site of both individual
perfection and societal continuity. Through this synthesis, nikah emerges not as a peripheral legal arrangement
but as a central pillar of Islamic normative order, designed to sustain human dignity, nurture righteous
generations, and secure the moral architecture of society.
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