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Abstract

The main objective of this article is to develop an Islamic education model for secondary education in the city of Tehran. The study
employed a mixed-methods design (qualitative—quantitative). In addition to documentary analysis, thematic analysis using MAXQDA 14
software was applied to identify the factors influencing Islamic education at the secondary level in Tehran. The statistical population in
the qualitative phase consisted of university experts and officials from the Ministry of Education, and interviews were conducted until
theoretical saturation was achieved, resulting in 14 interviews. Based on semi-structured interviews, 13 dimensions, 29 components, and
104 indicators were extracted. In the quantitative phase, a descriptive—survey method was used. The statistical population included all
teachers of Religious Education and Hedyeh-haye Asemani courses in secondary schools in Tehran, from whom 202 participants were
selected using Cochran’s sampling formula. The findings indicated that the proposed Islamic education model in Tehran secondary schools
demonstrated the highest level of alignment and implementation in the behavioral (0.760), cognitive (0.750), and affective (0.732)
dimensions, which ranked first to third respectively. Environmental and physical dimensions (both 0.716), along with the economic
dimension (0.712), occupied intermediate positions. In contrast, the rational, moral, faith-based, social, cultural, artistic, and particularly
the media dimension (0.557, rank 13) showed the lowest levels of implementation. Ultimately, the final model was developed and validated
based on five main dimensions: philosophy and objectives, theoretical foundations, executive principles, evaluation system, and
implementation mechanisms.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Education systems play a decisive role not only in transferring knowledge but also in shaping identity, values,
and behavioral orientations of future generations. Within the Iranian educational context, Islamic education
has been conceptualized as a holistic developmental process grounded in national transformation documents
and the philosophical foundations of Islamic pedagogy, which aim at nurturing a monotheistic, creative, and
socially responsible human being (1, 2). Islamic educational philosophy integrates epistemological,
ontological, anthropological, and axiological dimensions, emphasizing balanced development across faith,
morality, intellect, emotion, and social participation (3). Despite this theoretically rich framework, empirical
observations indicate that secondary education has struggled to translate these philosophical ideals into
practical educational experiences.

Contemporary schooling practices remain predominantly examination-oriented and memory-based, limiting
active student participation and weakening meaningful learning engagement. Studies highlight that such
approaches fail to cultivate critical thinking, creativity, and authentic connections between curriculum content
and students’ lived realities, thereby contributing to declining academic motivation and emotional
disengagement from schooling (4, 5). The resulting gap between educational ideals and classroom practice has
generated what scholars describe as a “crisis of meaning” in learning environments, where education becomes
instrumental rather than transformative (6, 7).

Islamic pedagogy conceptualizes education as a formative process that simultaneously engages cognition,
emotion, and action. However, research shows that religious, ethical, and spiritual dimensions in Iranian
schools lack an operational structure and remain insufficiently integrated with scientific, artistic, and
technological domains (8, 9). Furthermore, governance challenges—including weak coordination among
schools, families, religious institutions, and educational authorities—have hindered the establishment of a
unified educational ecosystem capable of sustaining Islamic upbringing (5, 10). Limited teacher training,
insufficient educational resources, and inadequate integration of emerging technologies further complicate
educational reform efforts (11, 12).

International experiences suggest that overcoming disengagement requires integrated educational models that
combine values, pedagogy, and institutional structures. Approaches such as compassion-based curricula have
demonstrated positive effects on motivation and learning outcomes by fostering emotional bonds between
teachers and learners (13). Similarly, the integration of augmented reality technologies has enhanced students’
cognitive and emotional engagement in religious learning contexts (14). Inquiry-based educational models
emphasizing dialogue and philosophical reflection have also aligned closely with Islamic traditions of
reasoning and contemplation, producing promising educational outcomes across diverse settings (15).
Inclusive education models further show that combining religious education with technological innovation can
improve learning opportunities for students with diverse needs (16).

Despite these developments, Iran lacks a comprehensive, operational model capable of integrating Islamic
philosophical foundations with contemporary educational practices and local socio-cultural realities. A viable
Islamic education model must therefore connect cognitive, affective, and behavioral dimensions while
establishing collaborative governance among school, family, community, and policy institutions. Moreover,
purposeful use of educational technology is necessary to bridge formal instruction with students’ everyday
experiences and strengthen religious identity formation. Accordingly, redesigning Islamic education at the
secondary level emerges not merely as an educational reform but as a response to broader challenges of
meaning, motivation, and identity formation in modern schooling. The present study therefore seeks to design
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and validate an Islamic education model for secondary schools in Tehran that integrates theoretical
foundations, empirical insights, and contextual educational needs.

Methods and Materials

The study employed a mixed-methods research design combining qualitative exploration and quantitative
validation. In the qualitative phase, thematic analysis was conducted using documentary review and semi-
structured interviews with academic experts, educational administrators, and specialists in educational
management and human resource development. Participants were selected through purposive and snowball
sampling based on expertise criteria, including doctoral qualifications and professional experience in
education. Data collection continued until theoretical saturation was achieved with fourteen expert interviews
conducted during the summer and autumn research period. Qualitative data were analyzed using MAXQDA
software, resulting in the extraction of foundational themes, organizing components, and overarching
dimensions of Islamic education.

Trustworthiness of qualitative findings was ensured through expert validation, inter-coder reliability
assessment, and interpretive research criteria such as credibility, dependability, confirmability, and theoretical
coherence. The qualitative phase produced thirteen educational dimensions, twenty-nine components, and 104
indicators forming the conceptual basis of the proposed model.

The quantitative phase adopted a descriptive-survey approach. A researcher-developed questionnaire derived
from qualitative findings was administered to secondary-school teachers of religious education subjects across
educational districts of Tehran. Stratified random sampling based on educational regions yielded a final sample
of 202 participants determined using Cochran’s sampling formula. Data analysis was conducted using SPSS
for descriptive statistics and Partial Least Squares Structural Equation Modeling (PLS-SEM) for model
validation, reliability assessment, and prioritization of educational dimensions. Reliability was confirmed
through Cronbach’s alpha and composite reliability indices, while convergent validity was assessed using
Average Variance Extracted (AVE). Structural model fit was evaluated through path coefficients, t-statistics,
and overall goodness-of-fit indicators.

Findings

Qualitative analysis identified a multidimensional structure of Islamic education composed of thirteen
integrated dimensions: faith-based, ethical, rational, social, cultural, physical, artistic, media, environmental,
economic, cognitive, emotional, and behavioral education. These dimensions collectively encompassed
twenty-nine components and 104 operational indicators reflecting educational practices, student competencies,
and institutional mechanisms required for holistic Islamic upbringing.

Quantitative findings revealed a significant discrepancy between the current and desired states of Islamic
education in Tehran secondary schools. The mean score for the current educational condition was 2.595,
whereas the desired condition reached 4.456, indicating a substantial developmental gap. Paired-sample t-tests
confirmed statistically significant differences between existing and optimal conditions across all educational
dimensions, demonstrating the necessity for systemic reform.

Analysis at the dimensional level showed consistent patterns. Faith-based, ethical, rational, social, cultural,
physical, artistic, media, environmental, economic, cognitive, emotional, and behavioral dimensions all
exhibited significant mean differences favoring the desired condition. The statistical results confirmed that
participants perceived current educational practices as insufficient in achieving comprehensive Islamic
educational goals.

Structural equation modeling validated the measurement model, with factor loadings exceeding acceptable
thresholds and t-values surpassing critical significance levels. Reliability indices exceeded standard criteria,
and convergent validity measures confirmed the adequacy of the constructs. The structural model demonstrated
acceptable explanatory power with an R2 value of 0.479 and satisfactory global goodness-of-fit indicators.
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Prioritization analysis indicated that behavioral education achieved the highest path coefficient (0.760),
followed by cognitive (0.750) and emotional (0.732) dimensions. Environmental and physical education
occupied intermediate ranks (0.716), followed closely by economic, rational, ethical, and faith-based
dimensions. Artistic, social, cultural, and especially media education showed comparatively lower
implementation levels, with media education receiving the lowest ranking (0.557). These results suggest that
practical behavioral outcomes, thinking skills, and emotional development currently represent the most
influential pillars of Islamic education, whereas cultural and media-related aspects remain underdeveloped.
The final validated model consisted of five core structural components: philosophical objectives, theoretical
foundations, executive principles, evaluation system, and implementation mechanisms. Expert evaluation
confirmed the internal validity of all model components, indicating broad professional acceptance of the
proposed Islamic education framework.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that effective Islamic education requires an integrated framework combining belief
formation, ethical cultivation, intellectual development, emotional growth, and behavioral practice. The
proposed model moves beyond purely theoretical discourse by translating philosophical principles into
operational educational mechanisms applicable within real school environments. The strong prioritization of
behavioral, cognitive, and emotional dimensions indicates that successful Islamic education depends primarily
on lived experience and practical engagement rather than solely doctrinal instruction.

The significant gap identified between existing and desired educational conditions highlights systemic
challenges within current secondary education. Although national educational policies emphasize holistic
development, implementation remains fragmented. Schools appear more capable of supporting observable
behaviors and cognitive learning than fostering deeper cultural, artistic, or media literacy grounded in Islamic
values. This imbalance suggests that educational reform must extend beyond curriculum revision toward
institutional coordination, teacher empowerment, and experiential learning environments.

The validated model demonstrates that Islamic education can function as a dynamic system integrating
multiple domains of student development. By aligning philosophy, pedagogy, evaluation, and governance
mechanisms, the model provides a coherent pathway for transforming educational practice. Its emphasis on
coordination among school, family, and community recognizes education as a collective social responsibility
rather than an isolated institutional task.

Furthermore, the results indicate that contemporary challenges such as technological change, identity
formation, and student disengagement can be addressed through value-based educational innovation.
Integrating ethical reasoning, emotional engagement, and social responsibility within everyday learning
experiences strengthens the connection between knowledge and lived reality. Such integration enables students
to perceive education not merely as preparation for examinations but as a meaningful process shaping personal
character and societal contribution.

The model’s multidimensional structure also underscores the necessity of balance. Overemphasis on cognitive
achievement without emotional or ethical development risks producing technically skilled but value-
disconnected individuals. Conversely, purely moral instruction without intellectual engagement limits
students’ ability to apply religious principles within modern contexts. The proposed framework therefore
positions Islamic education as a comprehensive developmental system capable of harmonizing intellect, faith,
emotion, and action.
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