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Abstract

The analysis of ethical propositions from the perspective of Avicenna demonstrates that morality is not merely subordinate to theoretical
reason but also relies upon social acceptance and customary recognition. The necessity of this study arises from the fact that a precise
understanding of the relationship between rationality and custom makes it possible to clarify both the practical and theoretical status of
ethics and contributes to explaining the relationship among reason, will, and moral action. Using a descriptive—analytical method, this
research examines Avicenna’s principal philosophical works, including Al-Isharat wa al-Tanbihat and Al-Shifa’, and extracts his views
concerning virtues and vices, ethical common opinions (mashhurat), the principle of moderation, and the role of theoretical and practical
reason in determining the truth or falsity of propositions. The findings indicate that, according to Avicenna, ethical propositions possess
truth-value while simultaneously requiring social acceptance in order to become effective within moral practice. Accordingly, theoretical
reason and demonstrative proof secure the truth and correspondence of ethical propositions to reality, whereas custom and public approval
provide the conditions necessary for their practical realization and application. These findings highlight the significance of the inseparable
relationship between rationality and customary validation in Avicenna’s ethical system and present an intermediary framework reconciling
moral realism with the functional role of social convention.
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Extended Abstract

The present study investigates the philosophical foundations of ethical propositions in the thought of Avicenna
(Ibn Sina) with particular emphasis on the intrinsic correlation between rational justification and customary
approval. Ethical inquiry, within the Avicennian framework, does not merely concern outward human conduct
but fundamentally addresses enduring psychological dispositions that generate moral action. Ethics is therefore
rooted in the inner structure of the soul and in stable moral habits through which actions become spontaneous
expressions of character rather than outcomes of continuous deliberation. Moral propositions, according to this
perspective, possess cognitive content and are capable of truth or falsity, distinguishing Avicenna’s approach
from purely emotivist or relativistic theories of morality. The philosophical analysis of ethical reasoning
reveals that moral knowledge arises through the cooperation of theoretical intellect, practical reason, and social
experience. Classical Islamic philosophical discourse situates morality within the cultivation of virtues and the
regulation of desires, linking ethical judgment to intellectual perfection and spiritual refinement. In this sense,
ethical reasoning is inseparable from metaphysical anthropology, where the rational soul seeks perfection
through disciplined action and alignment with universal intelligibility (1-3). The study adopts a descriptive—
analytical method grounded in Avicenna’s principal philosophical works, examining how moral propositions
achieve both epistemic validity and social functionality. It argues that ethical rationality alone cannot actualize
moral behavior unless reinforced by shared social recognition, thereby positioning custom (‘urf) as a necessary
mediating factor between theoretical truth and lived ethical practice.

Avicenna’s ethical system is structured around the theory of virtues and vices, which he divides into intellectual
and moral categories corresponding to the faculties of the human soul. Intellectual virtues relate to cognition
and rational insight, whereas moral virtues govern voluntary action and emotional regulation. Moral excellence
is attained through habituation: repeated virtuous acts gradually form stable dispositions, while repeated
wrongful actions generate entrenched vices. Central to this ethical architecture is the principle of moderation,
according to which virtue represents a balanced state between excess and deficiency. Justice emerges as the
comprehensive virtue harmonizing the rational, appetitive, and irascible faculties, thereby ensuring
psychological equilibrium and ethical integrity. Avicenna’s theory does not reduce morality to abstract rational
rules; rather, it integrates metaphysical understanding with experiential and social dimensions of moral life.
Human beings transcend merely animal impulses through disciplined moderation and rational guidance,
transforming ethical conduct into an expression of perfected humanity (6-8). Importantly, Avicenna recognizes
that moderation functions primarily as a practical guideline rather than an absolute universal rule,
acknowledging cases in which moral evaluation admits no intermediate state. This nuanced interpretation
illustrates his commitment to philosophical realism while remaining attentive to the complexity of lived ethical
experience.

A central philosophical problem examined in this research concerns the nature of moral value and the
longstanding debate over the origin of moral goodness and evil. Avicenna’s position transcends the dichotomy
between rationalist ethical objectivism and strict theological voluntarism. On the one hand, he affirms that
universal ethical propositions can be intellectually apprehended and evaluated through rational demonstration.
On the other hand, he attributes a formative role to revelation and religious law in structuring practical moral
systems. Ethical norms therefore possess a dual grounding: rational cognition provides epistemic access to
moral truths, while divine legislation establishes the authoritative framework necessary for social
implementation. This synthesis allows Avicenna to reconcile philosophical reasoning with religious
normativity without collapsing one into the other. Moral propositions are neither mere social conventions nor
purely metaphysical abstractions; they represent a layered reality in which rational insight, religious guidance,
and communal practice converge. Consequently, Avicenna’s ethical philosophy may be interpreted as a
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mediating model integrating moral realism with socio-religious functionality (7, 10, 11). Such an approach
highlights the dynamic interplay between ontology, epistemology, and social order within Islamic
philosophical ethics.

The logical analysis of propositions plays a decisive role in understanding Avicenna’s account of ethical
judgments. Drawing upon Aristotelian logic, he categorizes propositions according to their epistemic status
and sources of acceptance, distinguishing demonstrative truths from widely accepted opinions known as
mashhurat (common opinions). These commonly accepted propositions derive their authority from collective
recognition rather than immediate logical necessity. Yet Avicenna insists that social acceptance does not
determine truth; a proposition may be famous yet false, or unpopular yet true. Ethical propositions often belong
to this category because they operate simultaneously within rational cognition and communal life. Their
persuasive power arises from education, cultural habituation, emotional dispositions, and shared human
experience. Without these social mechanisms, individuals would lack motivation to adopt ethical norms despite
recognizing their rational justification. Hence, custom and collective recognition function as epistemic
facilitators rather than ultimate criteria of truth (12-16). Avicenna’s analysis demonstrates remarkable
psychological insight by explaining how moral beliefs become internalized through socialization while
retaining rational evaluability.

Practical reason occupies a pivotal position within this framework because it transforms universal ethical
principles into concrete decisions guiding human action. Practical intellect relies on premises drawn from
multiple sources, including demonstrative knowledge, experiential observation, and socially accepted ethical
norms. Through this process, general moral laws become particular judgments capable of motivating action.
Ethical reasoning therefore proceeds from theoretical cognition to volition: the intellect apprehends moral
universals, practical reason applies them to circumstances, and the will initiates behavior. Customary approval
strengthens this transition by embedding ethical judgments within collective expectations, thereby stabilizing
moral agency. Avicenna emphasizes that many ethical principles—such as justice, truthfulness, and
beneficence—achieve widespread recognition because they resonate simultaneously with rational insight and
shared human sentiments. These widely accepted moral beliefs serve as the raw material from which practical
reasoning constructs actionable judgments (7, 17). Ethical propositions thus emerge as both rationally
intelligible and socially operative, revealing the inseparable cooperation of intellect and culture in moral life.
The analysis ultimately demonstrates that Avicenna’s ethical philosophy establishes a necessary correlation
between rational validity and customary endorsement. Ethical propositions attain objective truth through
rational demonstration, yet their practical efficacy depends upon acceptance within social reality. Custom does
not create moral truth but enables its realization, transforming theoretical knowledge into lived ethical practice.
Avicenna’s framework therefore offers a sophisticated mediating model between strict moral realism and
social conventionalism, affirming that moral knowledge becomes effective only when intellectual cognition
and communal recognition operate together. By integrating logical analysis, metaphysical anthropology, and
social psychology, his ethical theory explains how rational principles guide human action within historical
communities. The inseparability of rationality and customary validation provides a coherent explanation of
how ethical systems sustain both philosophical credibility and practical relevance, illustrating a balanced
ethical vision in which reason and social life cooperate to shape morally responsible human existence.
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