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Abstract

This study examines the religious propagation methods of the Abbasid Caliphate and the Umayyads of al-Andalus through a comparative
perspective and, using a historical-analytical approach, compares the structures, instruments, and functions of religious propagation in
these two periods. The Abbasids, through the establishment of centralized governmental structures, the foundation of official religious
institutions such as the Bayt al-Hikma and the Nizamiyya schools, extensive support for scholars, and the expansion of scientific centers,
implemented propagation in an organized and official manner across a vast territory, resulting in religious consequences (strengthening
Sunni legitimacy), scientific outcomes (translation and expansion of knowledge), and economic developments (prosperity in trade and
agriculture). In contrast, the Umayyads of al-Andalus adopted a flexible and integrative approach, utilizing cultural instruments such as
art, architecture, calligraphy, and congregational mosques (such as the Mosque of Cérdoba), while promoting Islam in a gradual and
sustainable manner through support for court elites, educational development, and interaction with a multicultural society composed of
Muslims, Christians, and Jews. The findings of the study demonstrate that the success of both systems was rooted not in ideological
intensity, but rather in the adaptation of propagation methods to geographical, social, and cultural conditions. The Abbasids ensured
ideological cohesion across a broad domain, whereas the Umayyads guaranteed the durability of religious identity within a diverse social
context. The principal research question was: “What are the structures, characteristics, and success factors of religious propagation
methods among the Abbasids and the Umayyads of al-Andalus, and what similarities and differences existed between them?” The findings
indicate that both systems operated on the basis of harmonizing religion, culture, and politics with their surrounding environment; however,
the Abbasids relied on formal organizational structures, while the Umayyads emphasized cultural soft power, thereby presenting a model
that offers lessons for the management of contemporary religious and cultural diversity.
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Extended Abstract

The study of religious propagation methods in the Abbasid Caliphate and the Umayyads of al-Andalus provides
a significant basis for understanding how Islamic governments used religious communication, institutional
organization, cultural symbols, scholarly authority, and political discourse to construct legitimacy and
consolidate social cohesion. Religious propagation in Islamic history was not limited to preaching or doctrinal
instruction; rather, it functioned as a complex mechanism through which rulers articulated political authority,
organized religious identity, and responded to ideological rivals. In the Abbasid context, religious propagation
emerged from an early revolutionary da‘wah that mobilized dissatisfaction among different social and ethnic
groups, especially in Khurasan, by employing slogans connected to the Prophet’s family and by creating
underground networks of allegiance (17, 23). After the establishment of Abbasid rule, this revolutionary mode
gradually changed into an official, centralized, and institutionalized system of religious-political
communication, supported by courts, judges, scholars, mosques, educational institutions, and doctrinal debates
(18, 19). By contrast, the Umayyads of al-Andalus operated in a culturally plural environment shaped by
Muslims, Christians, Jews, Arabs, Berbers, and local Iberian communities; therefore, their propagation
methods relied more strongly on cultural integration, visual symbolism, Arabic language promotion,
architectural representation, scholarly patronage, and negotiated coexistence (6, 12). The central problem
addressed in this research is how these two Islamic governments used different religious propagation strategies
to legitimize authority, manage diversity, confront rival groups, and sustain Islamic identity across distinct
geographical and cultural contexts.

Methodologically, this research is based on a historical-analytical and comparative approach. It examines
classical historical sources alongside contemporary studies in order to compare the structures, tools, functions,
and outcomes of religious propagation in the Abbasid Caliphate and the Umayyad government of al-Andalus.
The study draws upon historical narratives that describe the political and religious institutions of the Abbasids,
including the role of court bureaucracy, official sermons, jurists, theologians, and educational centers in
shaping Sunni legitimacy (2, 8, 9). It also uses sources concerning Andalusian Islamic civilization to examine
how mosques, libraries, court elites, jurists, architecture, calligraphy, and cultural interaction contributed to
the dissemination of Islam and the stabilization of Umayyad authority in a multicultural society (10, 15, 22).
The comparison is organized around several analytical dimensions: institutional structure, modes of
communication, role of religious elites, interaction with minorities and opponents, ideological orientation,
cultural adaptation, and relationship between geography and political legitimacy. This framework makes it
possible to move beyond descriptive historical narration and to explain why the Abbasid model became more
formal, centralized, and doctrinal, whereas the Andalusian Umayyad model became more flexible, symbolic,
and culturally integrative.

The findings show that Abbasid religious propagation passed through two major phases: the revolutionary
phase and the institutional phase. In the revolutionary phase, Abbasid propaganda depended on secrecy,
network organization, emotional appeal to the household of the Prophet, and strategic ambiguity in the slogan
of support for “the chosen one from the family of Muhammad,” which enabled the movement to attract Shiite
sympathizers, Iranian groups, and anti-Umayyad forces without immediately clarifying the exact political
outcome of the movement (14, 17). This flexibility made Abbasid propaganda highly effective in mobilizing
support, but it also created later tensions because the post-revolutionary Abbasid state did not fully satisfy the
expectations of all groups that had supported the movement. In the institutional phase, the Abbasids
transformed religious propagation into an official mechanism of governance. Friday sermons, judicial
appointments, theological debates, educational institutions, and scholarly patronage were used to defend Sunni
legitimacy and contain ideological rivals, including Alid, Shiite, and sectarian opposition movements (16, 20).
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Baghdad’s central geographical location, its access to commercial routes, and its concentration of scholars and
translators enabled the Abbasids to combine religious legitimacy with intellectual authority, making religious
propagation part of a broader civilizational project that included translation, knowledge production,
jurisprudence, and political theology (5, 24). However, this same centralization also created structural
limitations, since the close dependence of scholars and institutions on the state could reduce intellectual
autonomy and turn religious propagation into an instrument of political control.

The findings also indicate that the Umayyads of al-Andalus developed a different but equally strategic system
of religious propagation. Unlike the Abbasids, who governed from a central position within the eastern Islamic
world, the Andalusian Umayyads ruled from the western frontier of Islam, where Islamic identity had to be
strengthened in direct contact with Christian polities, Jewish communities, Arab and Berber groups, and local
converts. For this reason, their propagation relied not only on sermons and jurisprudence, but also on cultural
prestige, architectural symbolism, Arabic literary culture, courtly patronage, and the visual presence of Islam
in public space (25, 26). The Great Mosque of Cdordoba and other major religious-cultural centers functioned
not merely as places of worship, but as institutions of education, political representation, and symbolic
communication. Qur’anic inscriptions, calligraphy, geometric ornamentation, and mosque architecture helped
translate religious meaning into visual and spatial forms, making Islam socially visible and culturally attractive
(12, 22). Religious elites, jurists, preachers, and court scholars played a mediating role between the ruling
authority and society, but their function in al-Andalus was often more interactive and locally embedded than
in the Abbasid case (15, 21). The Umayyads of al-Andalus also used policies of managed coexistence toward
Christians and Jews, allowing limited communal autonomy while maintaining Islamic political supremacy,
which gave their propagation model a softer and more culturally adaptive character.

The comparative analysis demonstrates that both the Abbasids and the Umayyads of al-Andalus used religious
propagation as a means of legitimacy, identity formation, and social management, yet they differed in their
dominant instruments and institutional logic. The Abbasids relied more heavily on centralized institutions,
formal religious discourse, theological debate, juristic authority, and state-sponsored scholarship; their model
was particularly suited to a vast empire that required ideological cohesion across diverse provinces (11, 19).
The Umayyads of al-Andalus, by contrast, relied more on cultural soft power, architectural representation,
local mediation, artistic expression, and coexistence-based strategies; their model was more appropriate for a
frontier society where religious identity had to be maintained within a multicultural environment (22, 27). The
similarity between the two systems lies in their shared use of religion as a source of political legitimacy and
their reliance on scholars, mosques, educational activity, and public rituals. The difference lies in the mode of
operation: the Abbasid model was more doctrinal, bureaucratic, and centralizing, while the Andalusian
Umayyad model was more symbolic, cultural, and adaptive. This comparison suggests that the success of
religious propagation in Islamic governments did not depend merely on ideological intensity, but on the ability
to align religious discourse with political needs, social diversity, cultural expectations, and geographical
realities (6, 13). In both cases, religious propagation became a form of soft power, but Abbasid soft power was
organized through institutions of knowledge and authority, whereas Andalusian soft power was expressed
through culture, art, language, and social negotiation.

In conclusion, the comparative study of Abbasid and Andalusian Umayyad religious propagation shows that
Islamic political systems historically developed different methods for connecting religion, culture, and power
according to their specific environments. The Abbasids created a model of official and centralized propagation
that supported ideological cohesion, intellectual expansion, and political legitimacy across a broad empire, but
this model also risked turning religious discourse into an instrument of bureaucratic control. The Umayyads
of al-Andalus created a more culturally flexible model that used architecture, language, scholarship, visual
symbolism, and coexistence to preserve Islamic identity in a plural society, although its dependence on cultural
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balance and courtly elites made it vulnerable in periods of political decline. The broader implication is that
religious propagation becomes most effective when it is neither purely coercive nor merely rhetorical, but
when it is adapted to the social, cultural, and geographical conditions of its audience. The historical experience
of these two governments therefore offers an analytical framework for understanding religious communication,
cultural management, and soft power in plural societies. It demonstrates that enduring influence depends on
the capacity to combine institutional authority with cultural intelligence, and to transform diversity from a
source of instability into a foundation for civilizational continuity.
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