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Abstract

Islamic civilization, as one of the most significant manifestations of intellectual, cultural, and political flourishing in human history,
experienced remarkable growth during the early centuries of Islam; however, this development encountered numerous periods of decline
and transformation across different historical stages. Examining the factors involved in the stagnation or flourishing of the new Islamic
civilization is essential for restoring the trajectory of Islamic civilizational revival and for analyzing the function of Takfiri movements
and their role in the decline of the new Islamic civilization. Using an analytical—critical approach, the present study investigates the impact
of Takfiri movements on the new Islamic civilization. The findings indicate that Takfiri movements, through the rejection of rationality
and ijtihad and by presenting extremist, literalist, and superficial interpretations of religious texts, have weakened the unity of the Islamic
Ummah and the social capital of Muslims, destroyed cultural heritage, negated interfaith and inter-sectarian dialogue, reduced religious
tolerance, coexistence, and convergence, and contributed to the spread of Islamophobia. Consequently, these movements have generated
serious challenges and damages in the path toward the advancement of the new Islamic civilization. In the final section of this article,
several strategies are proposed for confronting religious extremism and reviving the new Islamic civilization.

Keywords: Takfir, New Islamic Civilization, Religious Extremism, Scientific Stagnation, Social Capital.

How to cite: Moeinifar, M., & Elahinejad, A. (2025). The Impact of Takfiri Movements on the New Islamic Civilization: Consequences and Strategies for Confrontation.
Sharia, Philosophy and Ethics, 3(4), 1-16.

Submit Date: 19 August 2025
Revise Date: 05 October 2025
Accept Date: 12 October 2025

Publish Date: 23 October 2025

©' CTETH © 2025 the authors. This is an open access article under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial
4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0) License.



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

ST 9 daudd o g

Extended Abstract

Islamic civilization emerged from a synthesis of revelation, rationality, ethical governance, social justice, and
knowledge production, and its historical flourishing was closely connected to the ability of Muslim societies
to integrate religious commitment with intellectual inquiry and institutional creativity. From its earliest
formation in Medina, Islamic civilization developed not merely as a political order, but as a comprehensive
civilizational project in which faith, law, morality, science, and communal solidarity interacted within a unified
horizon. The intellectual foundations of this civilization were rooted in the Qur’anic emphasis on knowledge,
reflection, justice, and human responsibility, while its historical expansion was supported by institutions of
learning, jurisprudence, theology, philosophy, and social organization. In this regard, Islamic thought has never
been limited to literal adherence to texts detached from reason; rather, its most enduring achievements were
produced through the interaction of textual fidelity, interpretive discipline, and rational inquiry (5, 6).
However, the historical trajectory of Islamic civilization also reveals moments of internal crisis, particularly
where sectarian exclusivism, intellectual rigidity, and political instrumentalization of religion weakened the
conditions of unity and creativity. Among these crises, Takfiri movements represent one of the most destructive
phenomena because they transform theological disagreement into religious exclusion, reduce the plurality of
Islamic traditions to a binary logic of faith and unbelief, and convert religious identity into a basis for violence.
Such movements are fundamentally opposed to the rational and interpretive heritage of Islam, especially where
they reject ijtihad, ignore historical context, and treat superficial readings of texts as absolute religious
judgments (3, 4). The present study therefore examines the impact of Takfiri movements on the new Islamic
civilization, focusing on their consequences for intellectual life, social cohesion, political authority, cultural
heritage, and the global image of Islam.

The study adopts a descriptive—analytical method and relies on historical, theological, jurisprudential, and
civilizational sources to examine the conceptual foundations and practical consequences of Takfir. The central
premise of the research is that Takfiri ideology cannot be understood merely as a set of isolated extremist
opinions; rather, it constitutes a reductionist religious discourse that redefines key Islamic concepts such as
tawhid, shirk, wilayah, bara’ah, jihad, and divine sovereignty in an exclusivist and conflict-oriented manner.
In this discourse, tawhid is often narrowed to a rigid and externalized doctrine, while many devotional, legal,
or communal practices historically accepted within Muslim societies are interpreted as signs of deviation or
unbelief. This approach weakens the hermeneutical depth of Islamic thought and replaces interpretive plurality
with accusatory certainty. Classical Islamic scholarship, however, demonstrates that religious meaning
requires attention to language, context, intention, legal maxims, and the purposes of revelation; ignoring these
elements produces distortion rather than fidelity to religion (5, 6). The Takfiri method also undermines the
mediating role of scholarly authority by dismissing established institutions of jurisprudence and theology,
accusing scholars who resist extremism of compromise or disbelief. This rejection of scholarly continuity
separates religion from the accumulated wisdom of Islamic civilization and makes religious judgment
vulnerable to ideological manipulation. From this perspective, Takfir is not simply a doctrinal problem, but a
civilizational disorder, because it disrupts the mechanisms through which Islamic societies historically
sustained intellectual balance, social order, and ethical governance (1, 8).

Historically, the roots of Takfiri thinking may be traced to early sectarian conflicts, particularly the emergence
of the Kharijites, who introduced a pattern of religious absolutism in which political disagreement was
transformed into theological condemnation. This early model connected rigid textualism with violence and
created a precedent for later forms of religious exclusion. In subsequent periods, theological and jurisprudential
disputes among Islamic schools sometimes contributed to intellectual vitality, but when they were joined with
political coercion, they became instruments of marginalization and suppression. Later, certain literalist and
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exclusionary readings, especially those associated with harsh boundary-making between faith and unbelief,
contributed to the conceptual background of modern Takfiri movements (3). Although classical debates often
contained methodological qualifications and scholarly restraints, contemporary extremist groups frequently
detach inherited concepts from their juridical and historical limits, turning them into ideological weapons. The
modern forms of Takfiri extremism, visible in groups such as al-Qaeda and ISIS, expanded the scope of
excommunication beyond specific theological disputes and applied it to entire communities, governments,
scholars, sects, and even ordinary Muslims who did not conform to their worldview. This expansion reflects a
radical break from the broader Islamic tradition, which emphasizes caution in judgments of unbelief, ethical
restraint, and the preservation of communal unity (4, 7). By transforming religious language into a justification
for organized violence, these groups have weakened the internal fabric of Muslim societies, damaged the
credibility of Islamic discourse, and obstructed the possibility of a renewed Islamic civilization grounded in
knowledge, justice, and unity.

The findings of the study indicate that Takfiri movements have produced multiple anti-civilizational
consequences. First, they have contributed to the destruction of scientific, cultural, and historical
infrastructures by targeting libraries, universities, research centers, manuscripts, shrines, mosques, and
monuments that constitute the shared memory of Islamic civilization. Such destruction does not merely
eliminate physical objects; it severs future generations from their historical continuity and weakens the cultural
capital required for civilizational revival. Second, Takfiri violence has intensified Islamophobia by presenting
a distorted image of Islam as irrational, violent, and hostile to coexistence. This image has been amplified in
global media and has contributed to discriminatory policies, social suspicion, and the marginalization of
Muslims in international contexts. Third, Takfiri ideology has weakened the unity of the Islamic Ummah by
replacing shared religious identity with sectarian hostility, thereby redirecting intellectual, political, and
economic resources away from development and toward internal conflict (2, 8). Fourth, these movements have
contributed to scientific stagnation by attacking rational inquiry, discouraging philosophical and theological
reflection, threatening scholars, and destabilizing educational institutions. Islamic civilization historically
flourished through the integration of religious commitment with intellectual inquiry, and any movement that
delegitimizes reason, suppresses scholarship, or destroys educational infrastructure directly undermines the
foundations of civilizational progress (1, 6). Fifth, Takfiri movements have produced political decline by
weakening state structures, provoking sectarian wars, inviting foreign intervention, and reducing the collective
power of Muslim societies. Their actions have therefore made many Islamic societies more vulnerable to
domination, dependency, and fragmentation.

The study further argues that confronting Takfir requires more than security measures; it requires a
comprehensive intellectual, educational, theological, social, and political strategy. One essential solution is the
revival of religious rationality and disciplined ijtihad. This means returning to the intellectual principles of
Islam in a way that preserves fidelity to revelation while rejecting superficial, decontextualized, and violent
readings of religious texts. A rational religious discourse must integrate Qur’anic interpretation, jurisprudential
method, historical awareness, ethical reasoning, and the objectives of Sharia in order to prevent the reduction
of religion to exclusionary slogans (4, 5). A second strategy is strengthening the discourse of rapprochement
among Islamic schools. The civilizational revival of the Muslim world depends on the ability of different
Islamic traditions to recognize shared foundations, institutionalize dialogue, and preserve diversity within
unity. This does not mean erasing theological distinctions; rather, it means preventing differences from
becoming instruments of hatred and violence. A third strategy is reforming educational structures in Muslim
societies by introducing critical thinking, comparative theology, Islamic philosophy, history of civilization,
ethics of disagreement, and the purposes of Sharia into religious and academic curricula (6, 10). A fourth
strategy is expanding scientific cooperation among Muslim countries through joint research centers, academic
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exchange, cultural collaboration, and transnational institutions committed to knowledge production and
civilizational reconstruction. Such cooperation can reduce the social conditions in which extremism grows and
restore the intellectual confidence of Islamic societies. Finally, the role of scholars, universities, religious
institutions, media, and governments is central in producing a balanced discourse capable of resisting
extremism while promoting unity, justice, knowledge, and coexistence (2, 8).

In conclusion, Takfiri movements constitute one of the most serious internal threats to the project of a new
Islamic civilization because they weaken precisely those foundations upon which civilizational renewal
depends: rationality, ijtihad, unity, knowledge, social trust, ethical coexistence, political stability, and cultural
continuity. Their reductionist interpretation of religion has generated violence, sectarian fragmentation,
destruction of heritage, scientific stagnation, political decline, and a distorted global image of Islam. The
revival of Islamic civilization therefore requires a decisive transition from the discourse of exclusion to the
discourse of reason, from sectarian hostility to Islamic solidarity, from intellectual rigidity to disciplined
interpretation, and from destructive reaction to constructive civilizational participation. By reforming religious
discourse, strengthening inter-sectarian rapprochement, rebuilding educational institutions, expanding
scientific cooperation, and restoring the ethical and rational dimensions of Islamic thought, Muslim societies
can overcome the destructive legacy of Takfir and recover their capacity to contribute actively to knowledge,
justice, peace, and global civilization.
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