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Abstract

The present study aims to provide a comparative analysis of the exegetical approaches of two contemporary Sunni Kurdish commentators,
Abdulkarim Modarres (1905-2005), author of Mawahib al-Rahman, and Osman Abdulaziz (1922-1999), author of Tafsiri Qurani Piroz.
Although both exegetes shared common geographical, cultural, and jurisprudential backgrounds as adherents of the Shafi‘i school, their
exegetical methodologies exhibit significant divergences. The study adopts an analytical-comparative method based on library research
and focuses primarily on comparing their scholarly biographies, theological-jurisprudential orientations, and the structural organization
of their commentaries. The findings indicate that Modarres, by composing his commentary in Arabic, adopted a universalist and ummah-
oriented intellectual horizon and, through a specialized introduction to Qur’anic sciences, addressed an academic and scholarly readership.
In contrast, Abdulaziz, by writing his commentary in Kurdish, pursued a localized cultural and guidance-oriented concern and, through a
simpler approach, targeted the broader Kurdish-speaking community. In interpreting theological verses, Modarres demonstrated a firm
commitment to the Ash‘arite school by explicitly defending the views of later Ash‘arite theologians. Abdulaziz, however, adopted a more
Salafi-oriented and cautious stance and avoided explicit Ash‘arite theological positioning. Although both exegetes belonged to the Shafi‘i
school, Modarres emphasized detailed argumentation within the formal framework of Shafi‘i jurisprudence. Abdulaziz, by contrast,
displayed greater flexibility and independent reasoning (ijtihad) and, in certain instances, considered the opinions of jurists outside the
Shafi‘i school.

Keywords: Comparative exegetical methodology, Abdulkarim Modarres, Osman Abdulaziz, Mawahib al-Rahman, Tafsiri Qurani Piroz.

How to cite: Validi, F., Mehrizi Targhi, M., Valadbeygi, J., & Meryani, N. (2026). The Duality of Method and Horizon in Contemporary Kurdish Qur’anic Exegesis: A
Comparative Study of Theological, Jurisprudential, and Linguistic Foundations in the Works of Modarres and Abdulaziz. Sharia, Philosophy and Ethics, 4(2), 1-16.

Submit Date: 26 January 2026
Revise Date: 05 May 2026
Accept Date: 13 May 2026

Publish Date: 22 June 2026

© 2026 the authors. This is an open access article under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial
4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0) License.



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

ST 9 daudd o g

Extended Abstract

The present study examines the duality of method and intellectual horizon in contemporary Kurdish Qur’anic
exegesis through a comparative analysis of two major Sunni Kurdish exegetes: Allamah Abdulkarim Al-
Mudarris, the author of Mawahib al-Rahman fi Tafsir al-Qur’an, and Mamosta Uthman Abd al-Aziz, the
author of Tafsiri Qur’ani Piroz. The study is grounded in the premise that the exegetical method of every
Qur’anic commentator is shaped by a combination of scholarly formation, theological orientation,
jurisprudential affiliation, linguistic choice, social context, and the needs of the intended audience. Kurdish
Qur’anic scholarship, particularly in Iraq’s Kurdistan region, represents a significant yet insufficiently
examined field within modern Qur’anic studies. Although Kurdish scholars have historically interacted with
Arabic and Persian intellectual traditions, their contribution to the development of tafsir has not always
received independent academic attention. Within this framework, Al-Mudarris and Abd al-Aziz are especially
important because both belonged to the Shafi‘i jurisprudential school and shared a broadly similar Kurdish
Sunni cultural environment, yet their exegetical works reveal markedly different orientations in language,
structure, audience, theological positioning, and practical purpose (4-6).

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical and comparative method based on library sources. It focuses on
the two exegetical works as primary textual corpora and compares them in terms of authorship context,
exegetical structure, introductory apparatus, linguistic strategy, theological foundations, jurisprudential
reasoning, narrative usage, and treatment of Qur’anic inimitability. Al-Mudarris’s Mawahib al-Rahman is an
Arabic commentary composed in seven volumes and reflects a scholarly ambition directed toward the broader
Islamic intellectual community. Its introduction contains specialized discussions in Qur’anic sciences and
demonstrates familiarity with classical frameworks of tafsir, including issues such as revelation, gradual
descent, compilation of the Qur’an, Makkan and Madinan verses, and the etiquette of recitation. Abd al-Aziz’s
Tafsiri Qur’ani Piroz, by contrast, is a Kurdish commentary in ten volumes written for a wider Kurdish-
speaking readership. Its introduction is brief and functional, reflecting a direct pedagogical and guidance-
oriented concern rather than an extensive theoretical engagement with Qur’anic sciences. This contrast
indicates that the difference between the two works is not merely linguistic but methodological and audience-
centered (4, 6, 7).

One of the central findings of the study concerns the role of language as a marker of exegetical horizon. Al-
Mudarris chose Arabic, the language of the Qur’an and the shared scholarly language of the Islamic world,
thereby situating his commentary within a transregional and ummah-oriented scholarly tradition. This choice
corresponds to his intellectual personality as a jurist, litterateur, Sufi-oriented scholar, and academic authority
whose works were written in Arabic, Kurdish, and Persian and were addressed to scholars and students across
a broad Islamic geography (1, 2). Abd al-Aziz, however, wrote in Kurdish because his primary concern was
the religious instruction and cultural empowerment of the Kurdish-speaking public. His commentary responds
to the need for a comprehensive Qur’anic interpretation in the mother tongue of the Kurdish people and reflects
the social and educational function of tafsir within a specific ethnic-linguistic community (3, 6). Thus, Arabic
in Al-Mudarris’s work signals scholarly universality, while Kurdish in Abd al-Aziz’s work signals local
accessibility, communal guidance, and cultural preservation.

The comparison also reveals significant differences in theological and jurisprudential orientation. Both
exegetes operated within Sunni Islam and shared affiliation with the Shafi‘i school; nevertheless, Al-Mudarris
shows a stronger and more explicit commitment to Ash‘arite theology. In interpreting doctrinal verses,
especially verses related to divine attributes and ambiguous scriptural expressions, he tends to defend the
interpretive legitimacy of later Ash‘arite theologians and gives greater space to analytical and theological
explanation. His treatment of mutashabihat, including the question of whether the phrase “those firmly rooted
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in knowledge” participates in the knowledge of interpretation, demonstrates a more explicit inclination toward
ta’wil within an Ash‘arite framework (4, 7). Abd al-Aziz, by contrast, adopts a more cautious and Salafi-
oriented position in such discussions. He generally avoids emphatic Ash‘arite positioning and tends to present
transmitted views without committing himself as explicitly to speculative theological interpretation (6). In
jurisprudence, both authors remain broadly Shafi‘i, but Al-Mudarris often presents the Shafi‘i view within a
more formal doctrinal framework, whereas Abd al-Aziz shows greater flexibility and sometimes considers
positions outside the Shafi‘i school when they appear persuasive or practically relevant.

Another important finding concerns the structure and practical orientation of the two commentaries. Al-
Mudarris’s work is more scholarly, systematic, and closely connected to the classical apparatus of Qur’anic
sciences, while Abd al-Aziz’s work is more pedagogical, accessible, and socially responsive. Their treatment
of narrations and hadith materials shows notable similarity: both use prophetic and companion reports where
relevant, especially in legal verses, but neither work is primarily devoted to technical hadith criticism, isnad
evaluation, or detailed rijal analysis. This suggests that both commentators follow the common tafsir practice
of employing narrations as explanatory support while leaving specialized hadith criticism to the disciplines of
hadith studies. Their approaches to the inimitability of the Qur’an also differ in emphasis. Al-Mudarris gives
greater attention to linguistic, rhetorical, and intellectual dimensions of Qur’anic i‘jaz, whereas Abd al-Aziz
emphasizes the practical, ethical, and guidance-oriented aspects of Qur’anic meaning. This difference is
consistent with their broader methodological profiles: Al-Mudarris writes for a scholarly audience concerned
with literary precision and doctrinal structure, while Abd al-Aziz writes for a broader readership seeking moral
instruction, religious clarity, and practical guidance (4-6).

The study concludes that the exegetical duality between Al-Mudarris and Abd al-Aziz reflects two distinct yet
complementary trajectories within contemporary Kurdish Sunni tafsir. Al-Mudarris represents an academic,
transregional, Arabic, Ash‘arite-Shafi‘i, and classically grounded mode of interpretation, while Abd al-Aziz
represents a local, Kurdish, socially engaged, pedagogical, and more flexible exegetical mode. The
significance of this comparison lies not in ranking one commentary above the other, but in showing how two
scholars emerging from a shared Kurdish Sunni environment could produce different interpretive models in
response to different intellectual, cultural, and social needs. Their works demonstrate that Kurdish Qur’anic
scholarship is not a marginal repetition of Arabic or Persian exegetical traditions, but an active field in which
language, theology, jurisprudence, spirituality, and communal identity interact. By clarifying the similarities
and differences between these two commentaries, the study contributes to comparative tafsir studies, Kurdish
Islamic intellectual history, and the broader understanding of how Qur’anic interpretation develops within
specific cultural and linguistic worlds.
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