B9 b 03035 (Slddillan 14 g ST e 55 dnolol Cuxr 3o Sl § 190> 48

Ol T 55 ply oKl Sl Gl Gln 5 4 03 8 Lslial Heudonn goma L )

M.Majd64@PNU.AC.II 1 s otius 5 ool

S
4B a3 (3l B 6Tl (5 )l 0 5 daled Obdoms 5 Oleadd (o St 2 51 (S (08 b o gmh (e (2 S (2 Hame (Bl
5 ol i 0> Baio b elezl R 5 (4B ) ede o0l ot Ba L i ool ST L aelel el Comr o (6,8 JS 5 dnnd ) pniy
DL Loy lonks flons bS8 5 s e Moy ulin oLl s ool 3 3. Mo (o a5y iy Dol st il 40T e Ko 3
4;.\PDQW\Q)H&cr&,@L@'JA}Cd_chTJJAfb‘bb\.»\_wbu’.;b)fﬂj&ﬁﬁté&b@}\&‘)éé}“éﬂifuub@
Sl 20 5 phin ol 4 alel (o) Sl s o5 (512 55 A oias 0L i loighy g 1 maadly ciaddll o jdoes ¥ oo 035 55 5l ugen SBT3 Lo
el 528 08w sdT s (Kia 5 sl 5l B (5L o s o OLES sy gl omed ool ancd dmalr 8 S5l & o Sl
o anlllan 313, o sy anlel ke o ot (S T ) 5 Bk et 5 ol al 1y alel Ol olom | Il S 5 Ol ol
5 oolol 4B (3 Ladslg 53 oS s 8 51 HUT 503 g dncs e g3lgn! tijwwk;i»wogbbaug,u@.zs;;sﬁ

Ll 28l (6 en pylgr O3 53 dncd (B e B! (G55l
1ddl] o podimes Y o i s Com po iy T ¢ pmn ol 4 tsl] 45 i gl s 1O S90S

A0 R Y e g ddeds cComy 5B gk CT.L o)l s Glandllas it 5T s 53 duslel Comom o Lo 5 ) geais o 4 (VFo 1) LS (s s L DOl ogal

V¥ e TV Lol )
VEF a3y 3 Y s Sk
ARAVEITE MR- PR

VPP Sl s, Y 10l )b

el 45 S 2y 50 (CC BY-NC 4.0) o158 b ollas 53T o i oy oot lin ol 5L51 sl 0t 55 40 Glato Wlis ol 5L251 G i oled \m* Ia


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

Hadith-Centered Jurisprudence and the Consolidation of Imami Authority in the
Buyid Era: A Study of Shaykh al-Saduq

1. Reza Mohebbi Majd*: Assistant Professor, Department of Jurisprudence and Fundamentals of Islamic Law, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran

*Corresponding Author’s Email: m.majd64@pnu.ac.ir

Abstract

Shaykh al-Sadug, Muhammad b. Ali b. Husayn b. Musa Ibn Babawayh al-Qummi, was one of the most prominent Imami jurists and
traditionists of the fourth century AH who played a fundamental role in consolidating hadith-centered Shi‘i jurisprudence and shaping
Imami scholarly authority. This study aims to analyze the scholarly position, juristic method, and social role of Shaykh al-Saduq within
the political and cultural context of the Buyid era. The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and relies on classical
biographical, historical, and juristic sources. The findings indicate that Shaykh al-Sadug, continuing the hadith tradition of Qom, developed
a jurisprudential approach grounded in transmitted reports in which hadith functioned not only as the source of legal rulings but also as
the principal form of legal expression. His major works, especially Man La Yahduruhu al-Fagih, al-Mugni‘, and al-Hidayah, demonstrate
his effort to transform the Imami hadith heritage into an organized and practical legal system capable of addressing the juristic needs of
the Shi‘i community. The study also shows that the relatively open political and cultural environment of the Buyid period facilitated the
expansion of Shi‘i scholarly activities and strengthened the social authority of Imami jurists, enabling Shaykh al-Saduq to expand the
intellectual influence of Imami scholarship. The study concludes that Shaykh al-Saduq served as a transitional figure between the early
hadith tradition of Imamism and the later systematic juristic tradition of Shi‘ism, while his works played a decisive role in institutionalizing
Imami jurisprudence and reconstructing Shi‘i epistemic authority in the fourth century AH.
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Extended Abstract

The history of Imami jurisprudence in the fourth century AH represents one of the most decisive phases in the
consolidation of Shi‘i legal identity, because this period witnessed the transformation of transmitted hadith
material into increasingly organized juristic discourse. Shaykh al-Sadug, Muhammad b. Ali b. Husayn b. Musa
b. Babawayh al-Qummi, occupies a central position in this transformation. He emerged from the hadith-
centered scholarly environment of Qom, where the preservation, authentication, and cautious transmission of
reports from the Imams constituted the foundation of religious knowledge. His intellectual formation was
shaped by a family deeply embedded in Imami scholarship, especially through the legacy of his father, Ali b.
Babawayh, whose fatwas were regarded by later jurists as closely connected to transmitted reports because of
his proximity to the age of the Imams and the early hadith tradition (2). This study examines Shaykh al-Saduq
not merely as a prolific transmitter of hadith, but as a formative juristic authority whose works contributed to
the stabilization of Imami legal thought during the Buyid period. It argues that his hadith-centered
jurisprudence should be understood as a transitional model between the early preservation of transmitted
reports and the later systematic elaboration of Imami legal reasoning. His intellectual significance lies in his
ability to organize, select, and present hadith materials as practical legal guidance while maintaining a strong
commitment to the authority of transmitted texts (1).

The objective of the study is to analyze the role of Shaykh al-Saduq in the formation of hadith-centered Imami
jurisprudence and to clarify how his scholarly activity interacted with the political and cultural conditions of
the Buyid era. Rather than treating his biography, travels, writings, and legal method as isolated subjects, the
article situates them within the broader development of Shi‘i epistemic authority in the fourth century AH.
Classical biographical and rijal sources describe Shaykh al-Sadugq as a figure of exceptional authority in hadith
preservation, narrator evaluation, and legal knowledge; al-Tusi emphasizes his distinction among the scholars
of Qom in memory, knowledge, and critical awareness of reports (6), while al-Najashi presents him as a leading
Imami jurist and scholar whose presence in Baghdad attracted major scholars who transmitted from him (4).
These reports suggest that his authority was not confined to Qom or Rayy, but extended across major
intellectual centers of the Islamic world. His scholarly journeys to cities such as Nishapur, Balkh, Bukhara,
Baghdad, Kufa, Mecca, and Medina expanded both his network of transmission and his reputation as a
representative of Imami learning (11). The study therefore treats Shaykh al-Saduq as a scholar whose authority
was generated through the interaction of family lineage, Qom’s hadith culture, extensive travel, textual
production, and social recognition.

Methodologically, the article employs a descriptive-analytical and historical-legal approach, relying on
classical rijal, bibliographical, historical, and juristic sources to reconstruct Shaykh al-Saduq’s intellectual
profile and legal method. The analysis focuses on three interrelated dimensions: first, his formation within the
Qom tradition of hadith transmission; second, his method of converting hadith materials into juristic guidance;
and third, the role of Buyid political culture in enabling wider public expression of Imami scholarship. The
study pays particular attention to Man La Yahduruhu al-Faqgih, al-Mugni‘, and al-Hidayah as key texts through
which Shaykh al-Saduq articulated a legal model based on selected, trusted, and practically organized reports.
In Man La Yahduruhu al-Fagih, he explicitly states that he did not intend to collect every report he had heard,
but only those reports on which he relied and according to which he issued legal judgment (10). This statement
is methodologically crucial because it shows that the book is not simply a hadith compilation, but a juristic
selection of reports carrying the author’s legal responsibility. Similarly, al-Muqni® presents legal rulings in a
concise form, often using hadith-based formulations with omitted chains of transmission, in order to make the
work accessible and usable for readers seeking practical guidance (15).
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The findings show that Shaykh al-Saduq’s jurisprudence cannot be reduced to mechanical narration or
uncritical textualism. Although his legal thought was firmly grounded in transmitted reports and opposed to
giyas and independent opinion-based reasoning, it nevertheless involved selection, organization, classification,
and legal judgment. His method may be described as transmitted or textual jurisprudence, but this textuality
was accompanied by criteria of reliability, trust in recognized sources, attention to the authority of teachers,
and a concern for practical legal application. The importance of Man La Yahduruhu al-Fagih lies precisely in
this combination of hadith transmission and juristic responsibility. Later scholars gave special attention to the
status of the reports transmitted by Shaykh al-Sadug, and some regarded his mursal reports in this work as
carrying a distinctive level of authority because of his explicit confidence in the material he included (13). His
works also indicate that he did not separate law from doctrine and moral guidance. Al-Hidayah, for example,
begins with matters of belief before moving into legal chapters, suggesting that for Shaykh al-Saduqg,
jurisprudence formed part of a broader Imami religious worldview. The wide range of juristic works attributed
to him, covering prayer, purification, fasting, pilgrimage, zakat, khums, marriage, inheritance, judicial rulings,
punishments, and transactions, confirms that his hadith-centered method was not limited to devotional law but
extended across the practical domains of Imami life (4, 16).

The analysis further demonstrates that the Buyid era provided an important political and cultural setting for
the expansion of Shaykh al-Saduq’s authority. The Buyids created a relatively more favorable environment for
Shi‘i scholars, public rituals, scholarly debate, and the patronage of learning than many previous political
contexts had allowed. Historical accounts of the Buyid period emphasize the rise of Shi‘i public presence, the
patronage of scholars, and the support of literary and religious production (3). Shaykh al-Saduq’s move from
Qom to Rayy, his relationship with Rukn al-Dawla, and his participation in scholarly and theological
gatherings must be read within this broader transformation. Reports concerning Rukn al-Dawla describe him
as a ruler who respected scholars, honored religious figures, and supported learned circles (17). However, the
article does not interpret Shaykh al-Saduq’s authority as a mere product of political patronage. His scholarly
legitimacy had already been established through the Qom tradition, his family background, his teachers, and
his hadith expertise. The Buyid context, rather, enabled this authority to become more socially visible and
institutionally effective. In Rayy and other centers, Shaykh al-Saduq could teach, dictate hadith, respond to
legal questions, engage in debates, and produce works that addressed the needs of a geographically dispersed
Imami community (9, 12).

In conclusion, the study concludes that Shaykh al-Saduq should be understood as a pivotal figure in the
formation of Imami jurisprudence because he transformed the inherited hadith tradition into a structured body
of legal guidance while preserving its textual and transmitted foundations. His significance lies not only in the
number of his writings or his reputation as a hadith scholar, but in the way he gave practical legal form to
Imami transmitted knowledge during a crucial historical period. His jurisprudence represents a stage before
the full development of later systematic legal theory, yet it was indispensable for that later development
because it preserved, selected, classified, and made usable the hadith-based foundations of Imami law. The
Buyid period gave his scholarship a broader field of expression, but the roots of his authority remained internal
to the Imami scholarly tradition. Through his works, teaching, travels, and public scholarly presence, Shaykh
al-Saduq helped consolidate a model of religious authority in which hadith, law, doctrine, and communal
identity were deeply interconnected. His legacy therefore marks a foundational moment in the emergence of
Imami legal consciousness and the long-term institutionalization of Shi‘i jurisprudential authority.
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