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Abstract

This study aimed to provide a hermeneutic analysis of the concept of Sharia in the works of Muslim philosophers and Persian-language
poets. The central issue of the study is that Sharia in the Islamic intellectual tradition has not been understood merely as a collection of
legal rulings and external obligations, but has also been associated with reason, ethics, knowledge, love, and spiritual experience at deeper
levels. The research adopted a descriptive-analytical method, and the data were collected through the study and analysis of philosophical,
mystical, and literary texts. The findings showed that Muslim philosophers interpreted Sharia in relation to reason, prophecy, felicity, and
human perfection, regarding it as the practical and social form of truth. The results also demonstrated that Persian-language poets
reinterpreted Sharia through the concepts of love, sincerity, self-purification, and the critique of externalism, revealing its inner dimensions
through symbolic and mystical language. Comparative analysis indicated that both the philosophical and poetic traditions, despite their
differences in language and method, emphasized the necessity of connecting the outward and inward dimensions of Sharia and viewed it
as a path toward existential transformation. The study concludes that the Islamic tradition possesses extensive hermeneutic capacities for
understanding the multilayered nature of Sharia, and these capacities can contribute to rethinking the relationship between religion,
meaning, ethics, and human experience in the contemporary world.
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Extended Abstract

This study examines the hermeneutic analysis of Sharia in the works of Muslim philosophers and Persian-
language poets through a descriptive-analytical approach. The central premise is that Sharia, in Islamic
intellectual history, cannot be reduced to a narrow legalistic system of external obligations, because it has also
functioned as a multilayered field of meaning involving reason, revelation, ethics, spiritual discipline, symbolic
language, and existential transformation. In Islamic philosophy, Sharia is often interpreted in relation to
prophecy, practical wisdom, human perfection, and the rational ordering of individual and collective life. In
Persian mystical poetry, by contrast, Sharia is interpreted through the symbolic language of love, sincerity,
inner purification, critique of hypocrisy, and the movement from outward religious form toward inward truth.
The study is grounded in the assumption that both philosophical and poetic traditions provide distinct but
complementary hermeneutic models for understanding Sharia. The philosophical tradition emphasizes the
relationship between reason and revelation, while the poetic-mystical tradition emphasizes the relationship
between religious form and spiritual meaning. This dual perspective is important because many contemporary
interpretations of Sharia tend either to reduce it to positive law or to detach it from its normative and ethical
structure. Classical and modern studies of Islamic thought have shown that Muslim philosophers consistently
approached religion as a meaningful system in which divine law, prophetic imagination, metaphysics, and
human felicity were interrelated (1). Similarly, studies of Islamic mysticism demonstrate that Sufi poets and
thinkers rarely rejected Sharia as such; rather, they criticized its reduction to ritual formalism, social prestige,
and external piety without inner transformation (2). Therefore, the article seeks to clarify how Sharia becomes
a hermeneutic object in the works of Muslim philosophers and Persian-language poets, and how its meaning
emerges through the dynamic relation between text, interpretation, reason, symbolism, and spiritual
experience.

The theoretical framework of the study is based on the concept of hermeneutics as the disciplined analysis of
interpretation, meaning, and the relation between text and reader. In this framework, Sharia is treated not
merely as a fixed body of legal prescriptions, but as a semantic and existential structure that requires
interpretation within broader networks of religious meaning. Ricoeur’s theory of interpretation is especially
useful because it emphasizes the surplus of meaning in texts and the way symbolic discourse opens meanings
beyond literal expression (4). This insight corresponds closely to the Islamic concept of ta 'wil, which refers to
the movement from surface meaning toward deeper significance without necessarily abolishing the literal
level. In the Qur’anic worldview, religious concepts acquire meaning through their relation to other key
concepts such as faith, justice, worship, guidance, mercy, responsibility, and God-consciousness. Izutsu’s
semantic analysis of Qur’anic concepts shows that no major religious term can be understood in isolation from
the total worldview in which it functions (12). His later study of ethico-religious concepts further indicates that
Qur’anic language forms an integrated moral universe in which divine command, human responsibility, and
ethical orientation are inseparable (13). This framework allows Sharia to be understood not simply as external
command, but as an ordered path toward moral and spiritual orientation. Valiuddin’s analysis of worship also
supports this view by showing that worship in the Qur’anic sense is not confined to ritual performance, but
refers to the total orientation of the human being toward God (14). Consequently, the hermeneutics of Sharia
requires attention to the relationship between outward form and inward meaning, between law and worship,
and between religious practice and existential transformation.

In the philosophical tradition, the article analyzes Sharia as a rational, prophetic, and teleological structure.
Muslim philosophers such as al-Farabi and Avicenna interpreted religion and Sharia in relation to human
happiness, political order, and the communication of metaphysical truth to different levels of human
understanding. In this tradition, the prophet is not merely a transmitter of legal commands, but a figure who
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translates higher intellectual truths into symbolic, imaginative, and practical forms suitable for communal life.
Studies of Islamic philosophy show that this model allowed philosophers to reconcile revelation and reason
without collapsing one into the other (5). Sharia, in this context, becomes the practical and social form of truth;
it organizes conduct, disciplines desire, and directs society toward felicity. Nasr’s account of Islamic
philosophy emphasizes that philosophy in the Islamic world was deeply connected to prophecy, sacred
knowledge, and the metaphysical destiny of the human being (6). This makes the philosophical reading of
Sharia fundamentally hermeneutic: the philosopher seeks to understand the wisdom, purpose, and ontological
meaning behind religious forms. In Suhrawardi’s illuminationist philosophy, the interpretation of Sharia takes
on an even more symbolic and visionary character. His philosophy of light, presence, and illumination treats
knowledge not merely as discursive reasoning, but as a transformation of perception and being. Ziai’s study
of Suhrawardi shows that illuminationist knowledge depends on direct presence and symbolic disclosure (7),
while Walbridge’s interpretation emphasizes Suhrawardi’s integration of Platonic, Iranian, and Islamic
symbolic worlds (20). Through this perspective, Sharia becomes a luminous path whose outward prescriptions
point toward inner awakening, purification, and ascent through degrees of being.

The poetic tradition, especially in Persian mystical literature, offers another hermeneutic model in which Sharia
is interpreted through love, sincerity, criticism of externalism, and symbolic transformation. Persian poets such
as Sanai, Attar, Rumi, and Hafez do not simply oppose law and spirituality; rather, they ask whether outward
religious forms have retained their inner life. Their poetry critiques hypocrisy, ostentatious piety,
institutionalized religiosity, and the transformation of religion into social authority. This critique is not an anti-
Sharia position, but a demand that Sharia be restored to its ethical and spiritual purpose. Ernst’s study of Sufism
highlights that the Sufi tradition often understood religious practice as a discipline of inner transformation
rather than mere formal conformity (8). Rumi represents one of the most sophisticated poetic hermeneutics of
Sharia because his works continuously move from literal form to spiritual meaning, from imitation to
realization, and from religious identity to divine love. Chittick’s study of Rumi demonstrates that love is not
external to religion in Rumi’s thought; it is the inner force that animates religious practice and transforms
formal obedience into living knowledge (9). Lewis’s historical and literary study further shows that Rumi’s
work stands at the intersection of Islamic spirituality, Persian literary culture, and universal mystical reflection
(25). In Hafez, the critique becomes more ironic and linguistically complex. Through figures such as the
hypocritical ascetic, the censor, the tavern, the cupbearer, and the inspired lover, Hafez exposes the danger of
religious externalism and the political misuse of piety. Dabashi’s analysis of Persian literary humanism helps
explain why Persian poetry became such a powerful space for rethinking religion, ethics, beauty, and human
freedom (10). Thus, Persian mystical poetry functions as a symbolic hermeneutics of Sharia, revealing that
religious law must be read in light of sincerity, love, humility, and inward truth.

The comparative analysis shows that Muslim philosophers and Persian-language poets differ in method but
converge in their refusal to reduce Sharia to mere external form. Philosophers use conceptual reasoning,
metaphysics, psychology, and political philosophy to interpret Sharia as a rational and teleological system.
Poets use metaphor, paradox, narrative, irony, and symbolic language to interpret Sharia as an existential and
spiritual path. Yet both traditions insist that outward religious form must be understood in relation to inward
meaning. Corbin’s reading of Islamic philosophy is relevant here because it shows that Islamic intellectual
history cannot be confined to abstract rationalism; it includes symbolic worlds, imaginal realities, and spiritual
interpretation (21). His later work on spiritual body and celestial earth also demonstrates that Islamic-Iranian
thought developed complex models for understanding the relation between visible form and invisible meaning
(22). This relation is central to the hermeneutics of Sharia. The outward dimension of Sharia provides structure,
discipline, and communal continuity, while the inward dimension gives it ethical, spiritual, and existential
depth. If Sharia is reduced to outward form, it risks becoming rigid, coercive, and spiritually empty. If it is
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detached from form altogether, it risks losing discipline, responsibility, and communal embodiment. Rahman’s
analysis of Islam and modernity shows that Islamic thought has always faced the challenge of relating
normative revelation to historical life and moral renewal (11). Soroush’s reflections on reason, freedom, and
religious understanding also point to the dynamic nature of religious interpretation and the need to distinguish
between divine truth and human understanding of religion (17). Therefore, a hermeneutic approach to Sharia
must preserve both normativity and interpretive depth, both discipline and inward transformation, both textual
fidelity and openness to meaning.

The study concludes that Sharia in the works of Muslim philosophers and Persian-language poets is best
understood as a multilayered hermeneutic reality rather than a merely legal category. It has an outward
dimension that orders conduct and communal life, an ethical dimension that forms character and responsibility,
a rational dimension that points toward wisdom and human felicity, and a mystical dimension that guides the
soul toward inner purification and truth. The philosophical tradition clarifies the rational, prophetic, and
teleological foundations of Sharia, while the poetic tradition reveals its experiential, symbolic, and
transformative depth. Together, they show that Sharia is not only to be obeyed, but also to be understood,
interpreted, internalized, and lived. This conclusion is significant for contemporary Islamic studies because it
challenges both rigid legalism and unstructured spiritualism. A balanced hermeneutic reading recognizes that
the vitality of Sharia depends on the unity of form and meaning, law and love, reason and revelation, discipline
and freedom, text and experience. The article therefore argues that the works of Muslim philosophers and
Persian-language poets provide a rich intellectual resource for rethinking Sharia beyond reductionist
frameworks. Their legacy demonstrates that the deepest understanding of Sharia emerges when its external
prescriptions are read in light of wisdom, sincerity, beauty, ethical responsibility, and the human search for
ultimate truth.
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